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GETTING READY TO RECEIVE GOD'S BLESSINGS 

Scripture: ' II Kings 3:6-18 

TptFQ, DO NOT FALL UPON 
PEOPLE WHEN THEY FAIL TO GET READY TO R~~EIVE THEM. 
TEACHES THAT HE IS ANXIOUS TO POUR OUT HIS BLESSINGS UPON OUR 
SPIRITUALLY THIRSTY LAND. BUT IT ALSO TEACHES THAT HE CAN 
IMPART NO LESSINGS THAN WE VE MADE PROVISION TO RECEIVE, 

4w,._,,-..,"111' )1 , , ' 
IVAL IS SIMPLY PERIOD OF RECEIVING GOD'S BLESSINGS 

WHICH ARE MADE POSSIBLE BY PRIOR PREPARATION OF HIS 
BUT HOW DO TO RECEIVE GOD'S BLESSINGS? HOW DO 
YOU PREPARE THE SOIL OF YOUR SPIRITUAL LIFE SO THAT GOD CAN 
POUR ABUN RLESSING U ON YOU AND YOUR CHURCH? 

()-,: ....., :..4 
WOVEN I ijTO THE ~Q~Y THREE KINGS AND THE MOABITE REBELS 

IS THE TO GETTING READY TO RECEIVE GOD'S BLESSINGS. 
0 
I N GETTING READY TO RECEIVE BLESS INGS THERE MUST BE: 

PWl'IJ: 
--Vs. 9a 

king of Moab, was under the king 
Mesh rebelled against Jehoram & ref used t o 

pay taxes. This common enemy brought unity among 
Israel & Edom. 

• Which Fr s 

In about the reign of Solomon over 
the United Kingdom, the kingdom was divided into 
Israel & Judah. were the ' heated issues & 
hostilities but all of these were forgotten when a 
spirit of unity prevailed between the kings of 
two powers. 

(1) Because of the urgency of the hour 
--vs. 5 

Those critical days for Israel , Judah, 
& Edom. If Moab were successful she would in 
time ·turn on three & attempt t o 
destroy them. What they had to do must be done 
quickly. 

' --J';'fffl: If we are ever to see r evival in t hese last 
days, if we are ever to gain a reprieve it must 
be now! Out of 701 churches in the London area, 

/ 624 were partially t otally destroyed in the 
last -- leaving ·77 to house the churches 

'YJ:n 1962, 1,400 
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Baptist churches in Oklahoma had a net gain 
of only 1,300 in Sunday School enrolment -- les 
than 1 average. More beer joints than churches 
unconcern, etc. 

(2f.:i3ecause of the odds that are at stake 
Thf;se kings_ have lost their 

' of lives were in the 
.. 

5:20 "Let him know, that he which con
verteth the sinner from the error of his way 
shall save a soul death, & shall hide a 
multitude of sins ." ,·. 

The are not the lives, but 
the eternities of countless men. 

(3) Because of the that is 
These kings had responsibili· 

was not only the charge of 
guiding their nations, but also of protectin, 
them. 

--Rev. l : 6a "And (Jesus Christ) hath made us 
kings & pr_iests unto God & his father. 11 

Henry Ward Beecher employed the seamles, 
robe of Christ over which the Roman soldiers 
wrangled as a metaphor for the of His 
church. The strife of Christians within the 
church, the 1VTangling of cliques and faction! 
the hostility of critics are angry efforts 
tear in pieces the sacred garment of the 
truth, while the Crucified One looks sadly 
down upon the miserable conflict between 
He died to redeem. His lips repeat John 17: 
21 they may be one ••• that the world 

know that thou didst send 
2. Wh.ic 

--vs 
arguing 

Unity had instille 

(1) Because of the solidifying of prayer 
1: 14a all continued with accord 

in prayer & supplication." 
(2) Because it clarifies the objective 

Unity brought with it clarification of 
one primary objective the suppression of the 
Moabite rebellion. 

A can be going in a thousand differ
ent directions & accomplish Where uni.1 
n-rt::1v::J:ilc: 
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(3) imparts power to accomplish that 

7 

or combination of any 2 of these 
nations could conquer the Moabite forces. But 
all 3 united together had power to gain a 
victory. No need for this purpose without 
to realize it. 

There ·is power in joint prayer, joint love, 
witnessing, etc. 

Wilbur Chapman tells of calling on an 
unsaved doctor for whom a group had been praying 
The doctor refused to talk about Christ. Mr. 
Chapma went home discouraged. The next night 
the doctor made a public acceptance of Christ. 
Mr . Chapman discovered that four other of his 
prayer group had, unknown to one another, called 
upon .this same doctor within two hours' time. 
Urrity· prayer had instilled a common purpose. 

-Vss. 
These kings realized that their need coul d only 

be met by God. When they learned that. Elisha, a 
prophet of God's word was near, turned to him wit h 
complete confidence. 

0 Which Aware of the of Human 
9b-10 

--Ee: The kings had done all within their power. 
For 7 days they marched, they had the finest 
equipment adequate provision -- but they needed 

Th.ey realized the futility of human I 
effort in 

(1) Because of past failures 
If men could have produced wat er , 

--rfiey would have done it long before now. , 
Seven days was time if human effort 
could work a divine act. 

--- • We must humbly confess that we 
miserably f ailed in t he because of 
on human effort. God may use human effort but 
it is God in whom we must place our confidence. 

(2) Because of the nature of the task to be performed 
The task was not the digging of wells, the 

transportation water, the re-channeling of a 
river, but the task was a supernat ural creation 
of water. 
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: Th task is not power of persuasion, the 
logic of 

____ tion of a lo_st _soul! . 
(3) Because of the fallibility of human wisdom 

th all of their wise counselors, 
kings realized that they make a fatal 
in judgment lose their entire army. Thus 
turned to an infallible guide -- God's Word. 

When the kings discovered that Elisha was near 
they rush to him to claim whatever promises 
Word might offer. 

: We are in no condition to receive God's 
blessings until we claim the promises of God & 
believe that shall to ·pass. 

(1) To forgive the wayward 
--I John 1:9 we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just to forgive .us & to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness .. 

promise believe s Word & 
\ cease being anxious over your own spiritual 

condition. . . . 
(2) To empower the dedicated Christian 

1 :8 "But ye SHALL after that 
the Holy Ghost is come upon ye SHALL 
be witnesses unto both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter
most part of the 

A long as you sit on the sideline, fearful 
that God will not empow-er you to do His work, 
you will never receive His blessings. Actually 
your fear a questioning of God's promise. 

(3) To honor soul-winning efforts 
--Psalm 126 "He that goeth forth and weepeth, 

bearing precious seed, SHALL OOUBTLESS come 
again with rejoicing, bringing_his sheaves with 
him." 

In a day of indifference and apostasy in 
England, Samuel Wesley, the father of John and 

Wesley, looked forward to period of 
resurrection of life and power. 
said to Charles, be steady. The 
Christian faith will surely revive in . 
kingdoms. You shall see it, though I shall 
Years afterward, forbidden to preach in his 
father ·• s pulpit, John Wesley, standing on the 
flat stone of his father's grave, remembered 



as the Gospel to. multitudes. 
If the age seems spiritually dark, if the 
glory of the church seems obscured, have faith in 
God's Word -- gospel shall again shine forth 
in glory and in power. (Mac. p. 62) 

The confidence these men had in God's 
expressed itself in the provision they made 

in advance to receive God's blessings 

II FOR GOD'S 
ss. 

As things were, if water had it would have 
been. wasted for no provision had been made to receive 

· God said for my blessings 
and then they will come." We cry for l ess i ngs we 
are not ready to receive ••• 

--Vs. 16 
They would as much water as they 

made provision to receive. 
with pot of oil & Elisha in II Kings 

4: 1-7. the oil -- Why? She had made . . . no more 
(1) That come in mysterious ys 

-·-Vs. 17 
--_wa: Land dry -- no springs, sky clear -- no 

clouds -- yet an abundance of water! 
The mystery of New Birth -- of renewed 

spiritual power -- of forsaken sin. 
(2) That meet every need 

--Vs 17b 
Thousands of soldiers given drink. Water 

for cooking water for cleansing. i.e. God's 
blessings will quench spiritual thirst, provide 
spiritual food, and cleanse from sin. 

(3) That exceed human expectations 
--vs. 18 

These men hoped at the most only to have 
their lives spared by a divine provision 
water. But God went a step further and promised 
them victory over their enemy. 

2.,~ !,Qil,~- -'" ..... 

--vs. 16 
These were not ditch diggers. The 

usual thing is not to forsake sin, it is not to 
spend long periods in not ask 
for another's forgiveness; it not to witness 
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But i s called for if you 
are to receive the unusual from God. 

(1) That few are willing to render 
1 Why are great sweeping revivals so unusual '. 

I think you have answered these questions 
you will have found out why. many Christian 
will spend unusual time in prayer, will confess 
wrong, and ask for pardon, will witness to the 
lost? Only a few will do the unusual. Because 
limited provisionsfor God's blessings have been 
made, God must impart them in limited amounts. X That brings unusual 

-Vss. 21-23 
Water was so rare in this valley that when 

the Moabites saw reflection of the sunrise 
on the water they concluded that it must be 
blood. 

That must taken now 
--vs. 16 

Elish did not say, "Wait until it begins 
to sprinkle," or until water begins to 
seep from the ground." He gave a command for 
action .that was to be taken then. 

--f : We wait until the week before revival. Or 
-1"10~6-6"4/ 1/2 way through ••• 

IV1;Rj 
JEOOSHAPHAT, FINDS HIMSELF IN A 

WATERLESS VALLEY: ERE, IF HE GETS READY FOR 
s BLESSINGS, GRACE WILL FILL THE VALLEY WITH 

REFRESHMENT AND VICTORY. 

TWO CITIES OBTAINED PERMISSION TO SECURE WATER FROM THE 
SAME RIVER WHICH FLOWED NEAR BY. EACH BUILT ITS RESERVOIR: 
OPENED THE WATER GATES AT THE RIVER AND FILLED THEIR RESERVOIR . 
ONE CITY IMMEDIATELY THAT THE OTHER WAS GETTING MUCJ 
MORE OF THE RIVER'S WATER THAN THEY. AN INVESTIGATION REVEALEl 
THAT THE CITY, BECAUSE OF AN UNWILL N NESS TO VOTE 
A LARGE BOND ISSUE, HAD BUILT A SMALL RESERVOIR WHICH IT FELT 
IT AFFORD. GUIDED BY A PROGRE.SSIVE 
SPIRIT AND FAITH IN THE FUTURE, ffiNSTRUCTED A LARGE RESERVOIR 
AND HAD ADEQUATE WATER FOR ITS POPULATION. 

WE ARE LIKE E OF THESE CITIES. WE MAY 
LY PREPARE FOR GOD'S BLESSINGS, RECEIVE BUT A FEW, AND ALLOW 
THE REST TO DRIFT ON DOWN THE RIVER OF LIFE, AT LAST TO BE 
SWEPT I NTO THE OCEAN OF A LOST ETERNITY. GIN TODA 
PREPARING FOR THE BLESSINGS TO COME AND CLAIM MULTITUDES OF 

OULS FOR CHRIST. 



GETTING READY TO RECEIVE GOD'S BLESSINGS 

INTRO: SHOULD GOD POUR OUT AN ABUNDANCE OF BLESSINGS 
ON YOU TONIGHT, WOULD YOU BE READY TO RECEIVE THEM -
WOULD OUR CHURCH BE READY TO RECEIVE THEM? 

GOD'S BLESSINGS FALL ONLY ON THOSE WHO GET READY 
TO RECEIVE THEM. THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT GOD IS ANXIOUS 
TO POUR OUT HIS BLESSINGS ON US -- IF WE CARE ENOUGH 
TO GET READY FOR THEM! 

THIS EXCITING FALL SEASON IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 
SHOULD BE A PERIOD OF RECEIVING GOD'S BLESSINGS WHICH 
ARE MADE POSSIBLE BY OUR PREPARATION TO RECEIVE THEM. 

BUT HOW CAN WE GET READY? HOW DO WE PREPARE 
THE SOIL OF OUR LIVES SO THAT GOD CAN SHOWER ABUNDANT 
BLESSINGS ON US AS WELL AS OUR CHURCH? 

WOVEN INTO THE S TORY OF THREE KINGS AND THE 
MOABITE REBELS IS FOUND THE KEY TO GETTING READY TO 
RECEIVE GOD'S BLESSINGS. 



GEITING READY TO RECEIVE S BLESSINGS ;) ~ 
USED: Chickasha, First Baptist; 2/17/63 
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