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GOD'S CALL TO GROW IN GIVING 

Scripture: II Corinthians 9:6-8 

Intro: NOT ALL CHURCHES HANDLE THE GIFTS OF 
MEMBERS AS WE DO. WE SEEK TO PROTECT AT ALL COST 
THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF EVERY GIVER. 

A WONDERFUL CHURCH I SERVED SEVERAL YEARS 
AGO DID NOT HAVE THE SAFEGUARDS WE DO. FOR YEARS 
IT HAD BEEN THE PRACTICE · FOR FIVE OR SIX LOYAL 
MEN TO COUNT THE DAYS RECEIPTS AN HOUR PRIOR TO 
THE EVENING SERVICE. 

ONCE IN AWHILE THEY WOULD DO WHAT THEY SHOULD 
HAVE NEVER DONE--DISCUSS THE GIVING PATTERNS OF 
CERTAIN MEMBERS. 

ON ONE OCCASION WHEN I HAPPENED TO DROP BY 
THE "COUNTER'S ROOM," I HEARD ONE OF THEM SAY, 
"YOU KNOW OLD GEORGE BECAME A MILLIONAIRE LAST 
YEAR AND IT HASN'T CHANGED HIM A BIT." ANOTHER 
COUNTER REPLIED, "YOU'RE RIGHT. HE IS STILL 
GIVING THE $10.00 A WEEK HE GAVE YEARS AGO 
WHEN I STARTED COUNTING MONEY!" 

ALTHOUGH THE CONVERSATION SHOULD HAVE NEVER 
TAKEN PLACE, IT REVEALS A PROBLEM THAT. IS 

IN THE LIVES OF SO MANY CHRISTIAN'S--A 
FAILURE TO RESPOND TO GOD'S CALL TO GROW IN GIV
ING. 

BECAUSE THE CHRISTIAN LIFE IS MEANT TO BE 
GROWTH TOWARD MATURITY, STAGNATION IS 

DANGEROUS JUST AS IT IS WITH WATER THAT STANDS 
SOURS. FAILURE TO GROW AT ANY STEP RESULTS 

IN A STUNTED EXPERIENCE, AND AN IMMATURE DISCI
PLE. WE DARE NOT LET GIVING, WHICH IS SUCH AN 
INTEGRAL PART OF CHRISTIAN LIVING, FALL VICTIM 
TO STAGNATION. 

THE GREAT CAPACITY WE HAVE FOR GROWTH IN 
GIVING IS DEMONSTRATED IN THE EXPERIENCE OF 
ZACCHAEUS. WHEN THIS HATED PUBLICAN ENCOUNTERED 
CHRIST HIS LIFE RADICALLY CHANGED. EVERYONE 
THOUGHT THEY KNEW ZACCHAEUS. HE WAS A TRAITOR, 
A THIEF: A MAN OUT TO WEALTH AT THE 
EXPENSE OF OTHERS. WHEN ZACCHAEUS MET CHRIST, 
HE BECAME A GENEROUS RESTORING TO THOSE 
FROM WHOM HE HAD WRONGFULLY TAKEN. HE BEGAN HIS 
NEW LIFE IN CHRIST WITH AN AMAZING COMMITMENT OF 



HIS FINANCIAL RESOURCES. 
OUR EXPERIENCE MAY NOT COMPARE TO THAT OF 

ZACCHAEUS, BUT GOD DOES CALL US TO GROW IN GIVING. 
THE CALL TO GIVE IS CAPTURED IN II CORINTHIANS 

GIVE THOUGHTFUL CONSIDERATION TO THIS 
CALL TO GROW IN GIVING. 

I. GOD CALLS US TO SEEK PROPER MOTIVES IN GIVING 
--II Car. 9:6 
--NOTE: Paul insists that no man was ever the 
loser because he was generous. Giving is like 
sowing seed. The man who sows with a sparing 
hand hope for anything but a meagre harvest 
but the man who sows with a generous hand will in 
due time reap a generous return. 

The Bible is an extremely practical book and 
one of its great features is that it is never 
afraid of the reward motive. It never says that 
goodness is all to no purpose, that life is exac
tly the same for the man who obeys God and the 
man who does not. It never forgets that some
thing new and precious and wonderful does enter 
into the life of the man who accepts God's com
mands as his law. 

But the rewards are never material rewards . 
It does not promise the wealth of things; but 
it does promise the wealth of the heart and of 
the spirit. But the person who does not grow 
giving, who only sparingly" will not 
receive the rewards God promises to those who 
"sow bountifully." 

--APPLY: Jesus focused on motives. He wanted 
giving to be the right kind of experience for 
those who followed him. Planned Growth in Giving 
gives us an opportunity to examine why we want to 
give as well as what we give. 

Our Scripture suggests that we are to give 
generously and willingly--that we are to "sow 
bountifully." Giving is not to be a pain, a · 
burden, or a .dreaded thing. It is not to be done 
"sparingly : " God's ,ideal for his children is 
giving with generosity ••. 

The Scripture suggests we are to give freely 
and voluntarily. There is to be no Legalism, 
guilt, or pressure that makes us give. 

.Jesus taught that giving flows from receiving 
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"Freely you have received, freely give" 
(Matt. 10:8, NJKV). We all receive more 
than we recognize or 

µ s to recognize that 
one of the purposes for earning money is mini

"In everything I showed you that by 
working hard •.. you must help the weak" (Acts 
20:35, NASB) . called on the Corinthian 
church to give as proof of their love for 
God (II Cor. 8:8) held up the sacrifi
cial death of Christ as the supreme example 
of giving, "For the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, 
yet for your sakes He became poor, that you 
through His poverty might become rich" 
(II 8:9, NKJV). 

Oratitude and love for Christ top the 
list of motives that ought to compel us to 
give and grow in our giving. The Bible 
does not place giving in a business deal 
context. It is not a commercial venture. 
It's an experience of faith, love, thank
fulness, and involvement in the mission and 
ministry of the church. 

--ILLUS: Keith Parks, F.M.B. President, 
speaking to the B.G.C.T. on Wednesday, Novem
ber 7th, shared his recent visit, October 

of this year, with the Baptists in Mos
cow. He said, "I asked one of the preachers 
there who worked in the Baptist Union Office, 
'Do you emphasize tithing in your churches?' 
He said, 'Oh, no1--We don't want the people 
to come down to that level. Some of them 
give 50%. We don't want to talk about 10%1" 

"He which soweth bountifully shall reap 
also bountifully." The truthfulness of this 
verse also is seen in the growth of Baptist 
churches in Russia. 

on Sunday, October 27th of this year, 
Keith Parks worshiped in the F.B.C. of Mos
cow . . He learned that in the last 5 years 
Russian Baptists had baptized 40,000 people 
(18 & older ... ), 267 new churches had been 
started and 125 "Prayer Houses" built (that 
is what they call their church houses, 
sounds a lot like the N.T. to me). 
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calls us to seek proper motives in 
giving and "reaping bountifully" is one of 
them. 

II. GOD CALLS US TO BE PERSONALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR 
OUR GIVING 

--II Cor. 9:7 
--NOTE: Personal responsibility is a key feature in 
our Planned Growth in Giving. In light of indivi
dual circumstances and opportunities, we're ernpha
sizi_oi of each person's commitment 
to grow. we cannot make other ersons row, but 
we are responsible for our own growth. 
seek to fulfill our responsibility to grow, we 
encourage others to do the same. 

Some of us started at an early age in our 
pilgrimage in giving. At an early age we were 
taught by parents and teachers. We listened to 
the testimonies and experiences of Christians who 
were trying to be good stewards. Today we face 
the possible danger of thinking that these early 
decisions are sufficient for all of life. Are we 
really growing in giving? 

Others of us have yet to the place 
of giving and growth in the Christian experience. 
Hopefully, through our emphasis, we will each 
adopt a plan for growth in giving and let 
commitments extend to a more diligent stewardship 
of all our financial resources. 

The Scripture says, "Every man according as 
purposeth in his heart, so let him give."(II Cor. 
9:7) The word purpose means "to choose beforehand. 
Personal decision-making is to precede giving. 
Giving must not be thoughtless or routine. 

Jesus said, "For even the Son of man came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 

his life a ransom for many" (Mk. 10:45). 
Jesus made a decision about the place of giving in 
his life. The spirit of giving should permeate 
our attitude and actions. 

How does a Christian exercise this personal 
responsibility? How do we decide what to give? 

Let me suggest some guidelines: 

1. Pray a family, pray 
together and disc ss decisions to 
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grow in giving. Don't leave it to one family 
member to make this decision. God calls each 
of us to give. If you are single, pray and 
think seriously about your decision. 
2. aware that giving is worshipping God. 
In the Old Testament, tithing began as a 
spontaneous act of worship. We, too, acknow
ledge God and worship him through our giving ... 
3. Recognize the ministries your giving helps 
support. We do not give through our church 
to build up funds. Our giving is translated 
into ministries here and around the world. 

God calls us to be responsible people, 
to discipline ourselves, to faithfully manage 
our resources for his glory, and to make 
responsible decisions about the way we give 
to him. 

--JESUS REMINDS US OF OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBI
LITY: 

Luke 12:48b "For unto whomsoever much is 
given, of him shall be much required." 

Apply to P.G.I.G .••. 

III. GOD CALLS US TO RECOGNIZE A POWERFUL INCEN
TIVE FOR GIVING 

Car . 9:8 
takes specja] in the 

cheerful The word for cheerful is 
the word from which we get the word hila
rious. Why does God place · such value on 
cheerful, hilarious giving? Perhaps it is 
because, in so doing, we touch a responsive 
chord in the nature of God. God gave his 
best to us. God continues to give freely 
and joyfully. When we give cheerfully, 
without a reserved or cal cul a t ing 
we are God s ees us s haring 
somethi ng o f own experience. 

Christi ans are exampl es what the 
grace of God can do in human life. Surely 
God is glad when he sees this grace reflected 
in a way that reflects his nature. God wants 
us to enjoy our giving. When we do, 
enjoys us. (OUR INCENTIVE IN GIVING IS TO 
PLEASE GOD. ) 
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--EXEGESIS: In verse 8a Paul insists ••. that 
God can give a man both the substance to give 
and the spirit in which to give i t. He speaks 
of the all-sufficiency God gives us. 
The word he uses is autarkeia. It describes 
the state of the man who has not directed life 
to amassing possessions but to eliminating 
needs. It describes the man who has taught 
himself to be content with very 

to 
It is obvious that such a man will be 

able to give far more to others because he 
wants so little for himself. It is so often 
true that we want so much for ourselves that 
there is nothing left to give to other people. 

Paul holds that wonderful 
things for three dif eren_ persons, 
1. It does something for others. 

(1) It relieves their need. Many a time , 
when a man was at his wit's end, a gift 
from someone else has seemed to him 
nothing less than a gift from heave n it
self. 
(2) It restores their in their 
fellow men. It often almost inevitably 
happens that, when a man i s in need, he 
grows embittered and feels himself 
neglected and f or gotten . It is then that 
a gift restores his faith in his f e llow 
men. It shows him that}.'love and kindness 
are not yet dead. 
(3) It makes them thank Go. A gift in 
a time of need is something which brings 
not only our love but also God's love 
into the lives of others. 

2. It does something for ourselves. 
(1) It guarantees our Christian profes
sion. If a man is generous it enables 
others to see that he has t urned his 
Christianity not only i nto words but into 
deeds as well. 

3. It does something for God. 
(1) It makes prayers of thanksgiving go 
up to God. Men see our good deeds, as 
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Jesus said they must, and glorify not us 
but God. It is surely a tremendous thing 
to think that something we can do can 
turn men's thoughts and hearts to God, 
for that means nothing less than that 
something we can do can bring joy to God. 
(2) It spreads the word of God. 

--NOTE: Last month a team of seven from 
our F.M.B. was in China, filming, 
Christian Church In This a 
film you will see next spring. In that 
land, in 1979, something began to happen 
because of the giving and prayers of 
folks like you. Now churches are open
ing at a rate of more than one a day, 
over 3,400 have opened. group of 
people in one city began worshipping 
together ago and now there 
are in that group! 

When our missionaries were driven 
out of the land 35 years ago there were 
some 1 million Christians. Now, when 
the doors of China opened again to the 
Church, to the amazement of everyone the 
majority of those who fill the churches 
are young people born during those 35 
years of severe Communist Rule. And 
now that 1 million, Keith Parks reports, 
may be 3 million or even 30 or 50 million, 
no one really knows. 

But the gospel has spread 
under the most difficult circumstances. 
Why? Because "It is the Power of God 
unto 

And your growth spreads 
the gospel even further and this is 
pleasing to God! What an incentive! 

: our giving and 
out of gratitude and love for Christ 
depend on disciplined and responsible 
decisions about how we give and how much 
we give. The decisions will vary with 
each of us. Some of us may be led to 
move now to a scrificial commitment in our 
giving. Others may plan to grow more 
slowly until they reach new heights in 
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--CON. CONT. 

joyous giving. Whatever our decision, God calls 
us to give--to be personally responsible, to 
seek proper motives, and to recognize this 
powerful incentive--that he loves the cheerful 
giver. 

missionary to Kenya, once pointed 
out that each person or . family "draws a line 
in their life" beyond which they will not go in 
giving self and dollars. He noted, "They will 

up to that self-set line but never beyond 
it." 

Planned Growth In Giving askes every Christian 
to examine where he has drawn this line in his 
life and then, as God directs , to move that 
line forward. It can move one step at a time, 
year by year, until it reaches the goal each 
pe rson has set for himself. 

t::4// 
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