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/
SCRIPTURE: II 
for 1993 stew. 

Corinthians 8:7 Pew Bible p. 1004 (Key Verse 
Emphasis) 

INTRO: The owner of a large warehouse was concerned about 
his profit margin and decided to make an on-site inspection. 
He saw a young man leaning up against a wall apparently not 
working. The owner said to the young man, "How much do you 
make a week?" The reply was, "$160." 

The owner reached for his wallet, pulled out $160, 
handed money to the man and said, "You can leave. We 
don't need you around here any more." 

As the young man walked away, the warehouse supervise 
arrived and the owner asked, "How long has that low been 
working for us?" The supervisor looked at the young man as 
he drove away and replied, "He doesn't work for us; he was 
here making a delivery." 

The moral of this story i s : don't jump to conclusions! 
As a pastor, I won't assume that all Christi ans know how 

to give. Instead, I will prea ch about Christian giving on 
the assumption that there may be some who don't understand 
the Biblical Basis for Christ i an stewardship. 

had a great experi ence with Melchizedek, the 
high priest, and responded by giving a tenth of the things 
he in bat-tle. Pa11l wr ote a g reat on 
the resurrection in 1 Corinthi ans 15, and concluded with, 
"Now concerning the collection." When Jacob had a glorious 

angelic hosts at Bet hel, he promised tithes to 
od Jesus referred directly to money in more than one

fifth of His Sermon on the greatest 
sermon of all time. 

Second Corinthians 8: 7 says, "But just as you abound in 
· everything, in faith and utter ance and knowledge and in all 

earnestness and in the love we inspired in you, see that you 
abound in g .. grace of giving-
Christian stewardship] h (NASB) . 

It is good and well that Paul urges us to grow in this 
grace. But what is the Biblic al basis for Christian 
stewardship? 

We are told by Jesus to " Search the scriptures" (John 
5:39). And Paul adds, "All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
r eproof, for correction, and f or instruction in right 
living" (II Timothy 3:16). 

Does Bible have anythi ng to say about Christian 
Stewardship. If so, what basi s does it offer for 
practice? 3 

I. THE OWNERSHIP OF GOD 
Material Things: 

lJateri aI,j' e by the Gnostics. 
Creation was ev1 because material things were 
created by a demoni c power. Denied Christ had a 
physical body. To have been "flesh" would have made 
Christ evil. So no phy sical death and no physical 
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resurrection. Tohn refuted this doctrine. 
--John "The Word was made flesh, and 

dwelt among us." 
--I John 1:1 (KJV) "That which was from the beginning, 

which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon, nd our hands have 
handled, of the Word of life;" 

Christians c onsciously accept this 
pagan idea, but the idea creeps into Christian 
thought. For example, some suggest that talking 
about material things, especially money, in church is 
inappropriate. They argue that material things are 
not a valid part of the spiritual life . 

.. Material things have no value - Buddhism and 
Hinduism. 

.. Material things are eve rything. Western civiliza
tion, led by capitalism and communism, ascribe to the 
material a m.,ych In fact, many see in 
the onl y va ue orth pursuing. 
Capitalism and communis m disagree intensely on 
economic but a g ree readily on the value of 
the material . 

ecul ca italisti c view ill 
. . Material th1nas made bv and Gc d--
--Colossians 1: vs. 16 "For by were all 

things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invi sible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: 
all things were created by him, him:" 

-vs. 17 "And he is befor e all things, and by him all 
things consist." 

--Psalm 24:1 (KJV) 
thereof; 

therein." 
--NOTE: 

is the LQ.I'..d!_s, and the 
an 

Morris Ashcraft observes: "It is 
unlikely that Goa whether the gold is strewn 
along the streambeds in California or neatly stacked 
in bars in Fort Knox . is secure in either 
insta nce." 

--APPLY: We can tal k i n general terms of God's 



ownership of the o r.ests, the s eas, the on a 
thousand hills. The meaning is much more personal 
when we say, owns my aycheck, my house, my car, 
my rAfter · this, we no longer 
can say: It's m_y money; I ! ll use it as p Or, 

3 

else's business how I spend my money as 
long as I can pay the bills. 

--ILLUS: Paying rent . is an acknowledgement •. . 
ownership. . . 

II. STEWARDSHIP OF 
--I Corinthians 'Moreover, it is equired in 

stewards, that a man be found faithful." 
--NOTE: The word "steward" appears 1 3 times in the Bible 

and 6 of those times Christ uses it in a lesson on 
stewardship. 

The word" tewardship" appears 
Testament and all 3 times it is used 

\\ 

nothing, waste 
nothinq , 

I/ 

I/ 

times in the New 
by Christ! 



jerold/ stewsermon Stewardship sermon material 

God has a game plan by which His team will win ever time! Not 

just sometime, not most of the time, but every time! 

And He has but one game plan . If it is followed, we win! If it is 

not followed, we loose! His game plan for His church to win in 

missions, to win in ministry, to win in discipleship is, "Bring ye 

all the tithe into the storehouse"--"The tithe is the Lords . "¾ 
Jf£<, l 

you are on a rootball team and the coach calls 

a play. understand the play, y ou may have even run 

but this t you decide that y ou won 't run the 1-- in the 

direction the for. You decide you .cun it another 

direction. Now how do you think team will win with 

players behaving like that? 

Or you decide you won't 

just block someone e 1 

che to you, you wil l 

Do you t hink made up of a 

majority of p 1 like t hat will ever win or 

participat the playoffs, or ever go to state? NO! will 

be of losers for one simple reason- -they chose not 

the coach's game plan. 



--APPLY: God established the tithe as a means of 
developing us into good stewards. 

--Lev. 27:30 "And ALL THE TITHE of the land, whether of 
the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is 
the Lord's: it is holy unto the Lord." 

--NOTE: Twice it is recorded that Christ spoke of 
tithing, Matthew 23:23 a nd Luke 11:42. In both 
accounts he uses identica l language, "These OUGHT ye to 
have done, and not leave the other undone." 

III. THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 
--Romans 14: 12 "So then every one shall give 

ace unt of himself to God." 

/2' 
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there a more sobering thought than the fact 
indivi dua l is accountabl e t o God? 

haunti ng thought transce nding the specter our 
s ecret sins , of our neglected or our 
wasted money is t hat some day we must account to God ! 

man and woman must account to God . boy 
ana girl must answer to God. and 
every non-Christian, ever y saint and every scoundrel; 
the and the poor, the and the 
uncouth , the e ttered a nd the il l i terate--al l must 

to Go. 

\ 

--ROTE: 1n Parable of the Good Samarita n 3 
of possession are d e monstrated: 

5 



1. the we care-- "he had compassion." 
2. the we should dare -- he took a chance by stopping. 
3. the Samantan, we share -- ''whatsoever thous endest more r 

1. Thieves--What is yours is mine and I it! 
2. ana Levite--What is mine is mine 

kee it! 
3. Goo Samaritan--What is mine is yours and I will 

e it--I am my brother's keeper! 
Certain attitudes persons develop into 

mature and responsible followers of Christ; other 
attitudes make responsible Christian living 
possible. 

1. 
you Advocates of the American 

ream insist that constantly accumulating things 
both normal and correct. But is it? Is it good 
the person or for the country? Is it a proper 
pursuit for a Christian? 

2. 

'You to 'We can wait for 
holy days to be over so that we can sell our 

grain. When will the Sabbath end, so that we can 
start selling again?" (Amos 8:5, GNB). Amos 
scorned the attitudes of the merchants of his day 
and warned about the way they abused other people by 
overcharging and by misrepresenting their 

rchandise. 
E · everything you can afford. The "eat, 

drin, and be merry" attitude is prevalent in modern 
America. 

A common attitude even for Christians is that 
one should get all he can af f ord and enjoy using it 
as he pleases--as lo g as he avoids 
activities, ay debt, su orts his f and 

es a the church. Obviously, this is 
much better than the ways of many; yet it 

ort of the Christian ideal of living 
ucceed at all costs. The be-a-success attitude 

usua y results in the notion that success is 
essential to a good l i fe and that '3.J JGGASS is 
measured a nd in possessions. If one 
makes a big salary and lives in a" i ce" house 
filled with "nice things," he is considered a 
success. Jesus' standa rd for or greatness, 
was far 

Attitudes That Develo onsible Livin 
Living is serving. Giving and serving 

haracterized esus life-s tyl e. the of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for. many" 
10:45). He passed on this same principle his 
followers. "'Whoever would be great among you must 

your servant'" (Mar k 10:43, RSV). 
ontentment is ain. Contentment as outlined by 

e apostle Pauli the same a s lazine ss as some 
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critics suggest. You can. be content when 
recognize and accept a value system that permits you 
to enjoy what you have--to be happy and satisfied. 

7 

CON: The Doctrine of Christian Stewardship was 
by man, but mandated QY God. He in His Word 

provides "The Biblical Basis for Christian 
Stewardship." 
I. THE GOD 
II. THE STEWARDSHIP OF 
III. THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CHRISTIAN 

The real question is the Biblical Basis 
for Christian Stewards hip?" but "On basis could 
one possibly a stewar d in light of 
all Christ has a one, i s and shall do for 
me. ? 11 



The Biblical Basis for Christian Stewardship 
11 Corinthians 8:7 

The Ownership of God 
- - 4 Doctrines Concerning Material Things: 

Material things are ___ _ 

Material things have no ____ . 

Material things are ___ _ 

Material things are made and owned by ___ _ 
- - Colossians I: 16 
- - Psalm 24: 1 

II. The Stewardship of Man 
- - I Corinthians 4:2 

word "stewardship" appears 3 times in the New Testament and all 
3 times it is used by ___ _ 

The ____ steward can withhold nothing, waste nothing, dissipate 
nothing, clutch nothing . 

Christ spoke of tithing in Matt. 23 :23 and Luke I l :42. In both accounts 
he says, "These ____ ye to have done." 

Ill. The Responsibility of the Christian 
- - Romans 14: 12 "So then every one of us shall give account of himself to 

God." 
God has a "game plan" by which His team will win ____ time! 

In Christ' s Parable of the good Samaritan three views of material 
possession are demonstrated: 
Thieves- - What is yours is mine and I will ____ it! 
Priest and - What is mine is mine and I will ____ it! 
Good Samarita11- - What is mine is yours and I will ____ it. 

I. Attitudes That Destroy Responsible Living 
(I) ____ all you can. 

(2) ____ everything you can afford. 

(3) ____ at all costs. 

2. Attitudes That Develop Responsible Living 
(I) is ___ _ 

(2) Contentment is ___ _ 



The Biblical Basis for Christian Stewardship 
11 Corinthians 8:7 

I. The Ownership of God 
- - 4 Doctrines Concerning Material Things: 

Material things are ___ _ 

Material things have no ___ _ 

Material things are ___ _ 

Material things are made and owned by ___ _ 
- Colossians l: 16 

- - Psalm 24:1 

II. The Stewardship of Man 
- - I Corinthians 4:2 

word "stewardship" appears 3 times in the New Testament and all 
3 times it is used by ___ _ 

The ____ steward can withhold nothing, waste nothing, dissipate 
nothing, clutch nothing . 

Christ spoke of tithing in Matt. 23 :23 and Luke 11 :42. In both accounts 
he says, "These ____ ye to have done." 

III. The Responsibility of the Christian 
- Romans 14: 12 "So then every one of us shall give account of himself to 

God." 
God has a "game plan" by which His team will win ____ time! 

In Christ' s Parable of the good Samaritan three views of material 
possession are demonstrated: 
Thieves- - What is yours is mine and I will ____ it! 
Priest and Levite- What is mine is mine and I will ____ it! 
Good Samaritan- - What is mine is yours and I will ____ it. 

1. Attitudes That Destroy Responsible Living 
(1) ___ _ all you can. 

(2) ____ everything you can afford. 

(3) ____ at all costs. 

2. Attitudes That Develop Responsible Living 
( I) is ___ _ 

(2) Contentment is ___ _ 



For a player to c hoose not to f o llow the coach e s game plan i s one 

thing . But for him not to follow it because the quarterba ck or 

other team members fail to inform is quite a dif ferent matter! 

For a person not to tithe because he chooses not to is one thing . 

But for that person not t o tithe b ecause the pastor and the church 

fail to inform him, that is unforgivable! 

Failing to teach each generation God's game plan of stewardship 

will produce a generation of stewardship illiterates, deprive 

people of experiencing the Lordship of Christ and cripple God's 

work at home and around the world. 'iQJ, 7 
must never be derelict in our duty t o pass on God's financial 

game plan to e ach generation, begi nning with the younges t child in 

our home! 

The choice is ours . We either follow His game plan and win, or we 

refuse to follow it and loose . As with a footbal l team , the more 

p l ayers that foll ow the coach's game p l an the greater their chances 

are of winning. Converse l y, the more players that follow t h e i r own 

game p l an , the greater t h e ir c ha nces are of l oosing . And in our 

case , not on l y do we loose, but the cause o f Christ looses too! 

God has a game plan. We know what it is . The choice is o u rs . It 

is the choice t o wi n or the choice t o loose ! 



The Biblical Basis for Christian Stewardship 
II Corinthians 8:7 First Baptist, Ozona 

December 15, 2002 
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Does the Bible have anything to say about Christian 
• • • • • 

Stewardship! If so, what basis does it offer for this practice? • 
• 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

I. The Ownership of God 
--4 Doctrines Concerning Material Things: 

things are evil. 

things have no value . 

things are everything . 

things are made and owned by God. 
--Colossians 1: 16 

--Psalm 24: 1 

II. The Stewardship of Man 
--1 Corinthians 4:2 
The word "stewardship" appears 3 times in the New Testament and all 3 times it is 
used by Christ! 

The ideal steward can withhold nothing, waste nothing, dissipate nothing, clutch 
nothing . 

established the tithe as a means of developing us into good stewards. 



Twice it is recorded that Christ spoke of tithing, Matthew 23:23 and Luke 11 :42. In both 
accounts he uses identical language, "These OUGHT ye to have done, and not leave the 
other undone." 

Ill. The Responsibility of the Christian 
--Romans 14:12 "So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God." 

has a "game plan" by which His team will win every time! Not just sometime, not 
most of the time, but every time I 

Christ's Parable of the good Samaritan three views of material possession are 
demonstrated: 
Thieves--What is yours is mine and I will take it! 
Priest and Levite--What is mine is mine and I will keep it! 
Good Samaritan--What is mine is yours and I will share it. 

1. Attitudes That Destroy Responsible Living 
(1) Get all you can. 

(2) Enjoy everything you can afford. 

(3) Succeed at all costs. 

2. Attitudes That Develop Responsible Living 
(1) Living is serving. 

(2) Contentment is gain. 

The real question is not "What is the Biblical Basis for Christian 
Stewardship?" but "On what basis could one possibly not be a Christian 

steward in light of all Christ has done, is doing, and shall do for me?" 




