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THE PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF CHRISTIAN GIVING 

SCRIPTURE: [I Corinthians 8:11, Pew Bible p. 1004 [Larger 
Text 8:8-15] 

INTRO: few years ago, one of America's favorite pastimes 
was Trivial Pursuit. The word trivial means "unimportant, 
insignificant, trifling, and petty." 

The greatest tragedy of American society is that 
trivial pursuit is descriptive of the lives of many of us." 
We pursue money, possessions, new houses, new cars, 
superficial security, passing fads and fashions. 

In the midst of their "trivial pursuit," Paul reminds 
the Corinthians of their lofty intention to send a generous 
offering to the poverty stricken Christians in Jerusalem. 
Then he calls on them to "perform the doing of it!" Their 
intention was good and well but now it is time to put their 
intention into action--to make a Practical Application of 
Christian Giving. I 

The Biblical Basis for Christian Giving is: 
(1) The ownership of God, (2) The Stewardship of man, 
the Responsibility of the Christian. We learned that two 
Sundays ago. 

The Spiritual Motivation For Christian Giving is: 
(1) Love, (2) Concern, and (3) Obedience. This we 
discovered last Sunday. 

BUT nothing really happens until we make a 
Application of Christian Giving. 

And how do we do this? How do we "perform the doing of 
it?" Four steps are involved. 

I. 
-- enes s "And the Lord God called unto Adam, and 

said unto him, 'Where art thou?'" 
--NOTE: God did not ask this question in order to 

discover where Adam was, but rather in order for Adam 
to discover where Adam was! And God has to 
ask that question through the years that we might 
discover where we are. 

--ILLUS: You can't get to where you want to go until you 
discover where you are. 

My turning south rather than north on way to 
Ponca City. . . 
i.e.: Pentagon is spending millions of dollars placing 
a large number of satellites in orbit so that anywhere 
on earth a person can discover exactly where he is. 
The first locater instrument cost $10,000. Now a 
simple hand held unit cost only $1,000 and will tell 
you where you are anywhere on earth with an accuracy of 
4 miles. 

--APPLY: No such sophisticated instrument is needed to 
discover where you are in the area of Christian Giving. 
All you need to do is divide your income into your 



church gifts and the result will equal the percentage 
of your giving. 

You may think you already know, but if you are 
like most of us, you may be surprised at the exact 
percentage ... 

This may sound elementary and mechanical, but it 
is necessary! 

You can't get to where you want to go until you 
discover where you are! 

Once you had made this discovery, then: 

II. DECIDE WHERE TO GO 
i 3:13 (Paul says) "I do not claim to have 

one thing I do, forgetting those 
things which are behind, and reaching forth to those 
things which are before." 

--APPLY: Once we have discovered where we are in our 
giving most of us would say with Paul, "I do not claim 
to have arrived." Rather there is born within a desire 
to "reach forth" to nobler and higher levels of giving. 

2 

USA reported a Gallup poll which said that 
as our income goes the of our giving 

oes Those with incomes 10,000 
give 2.8 percent of their money to other causes such as 
charity and their church. Those making 

average ercent. The to 50,000 
category gives an average of And 
those earning $50,000 give only about 
percent. 

The more we make, the less we give! As we make 
more, we should be able to give a greater proportion of 
our income to the work of God's kingdom, not a smaller 
one. Tithing is not the goal or stopping point for 
giving, but rather the starting place. Tithing is not 
the ceiling; it is the floor. Why is it that, as God 
blesses us, we hold our percentage of giving to God at 
the same level or even lower? 

--ILLUS: omeone who does not know West Texas ay say, 
"I want to go to West Texas. What highway do I take?" 

That person must be more specific than that! He 
has a choice of anywhere from Amarillo to El Paso! 

He must pinpoint wher e he wants to go before he 
can determine the highway that will get him there. 

That person will not get there immediately. He 
will not arrive at his destination after the first mile 
or the first 100 miles. It takes time to get from 
where you are to where you want to go. "Thank God 
on the Highway and I'm headed where I want to go!" 

--APPLY: You may not be able to give all that would 
like this year or next year, but you can set for 
yourself a worthy giving goal and plan to grow toward 
it each year until you achieve it. Even a small 
percentage increase each year becomes a significant 
increase. Determine the percentage of your income that 



you are presently giving and consider the percentage 
increase that you feel is what God wants you to give. 

other words decide where you want to go! 
--BRIDGE: Once you have (1) Discovered Where You Are, 

and (2) Decided Where You Want to Go, You Are Ready to: 

III. DEVELOP FOR GETTING THERE 
-- I 2:1 "Solomon to build an house 

for the name of the Lord." 
--NOTE: King Solomon first discovered where he was--what 

his resources were, then he decided where he wanted to 
go, and third he "oetermined," he develop ed a plan for 
getting there. 

--ILLUS: Tom and Ruth Arnold consi dered the challenge to 
grow in Christian Giving. They believed that they were 
giving significantly to their church. Last year they 
had given Their combined income (salaries plus 
interest and dividends) totaled $34,44 4 . They had 
never seriously thought about proportionate giving. 
Fifteen hundred and fifty dollars seemed like an 
adequate gift. They reasoned, "If every family in the 
church gave that much the church would more than meet 
the budget." 

church s t ewardship in their church 
had asked every member to evaluate their giving in 
relation to their giving potential. Tom and Ruth 
decided to take the request seriously. 

' What of our income are we now giving 
to the church?" asked Ruth. "I'm not sure" answered 
Tom as he reached for a small calculator. He punched 
in the figures. "Four and one-half percent is what I 
get, but that can't be right." he continued. After 
rechecking his figure he looked at his wife and said, 
"I didn't think it was that low. Four and one-half 
percent doesn't seem like much. God has been good to 
US• 

' We ' ve been b l essed with health, a nd steady jobs. 
And the church has been such a meaningful part of our 
lives. Because of our financial commitments we can't 
make a big percentage jump this year, but I believe we 
could increase our giving by one percent each year for 
the next 6 years." "That sounds like a good idea to 
me," she said, " I have always believed deep down that 
we should be giving more back to God through our 
church, but it just hasn't seemed practical." 

"But, by adopting this plan, we can plan our 
spending and increase our giving by one percent each 
year for the 6 years . Let's see, that would amount to 
6 percent over 6 years. 6 percent plus 4 1/2 percent 
is 10.5 percent. That sounds good to me. What about 
you?" 

They agreed and wrote out their growth in giving 
plan. 

--APPLY: I f you f eel that i mmedi ate ly moving t o the 
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tithe is too big of a step to take all at once, develop 
a plan for getting there over a period of time. 

any of us who have been tithers for years need to 
"grow in the grace of giving" by developing a plan for 
moving beyond the tithe. 

IV. DEDICATE TO THE 11DOING IT 
-- I cor a:11a [READ] 
--itI Corinthians 8:11 "Having started the ball 

rolling so enthusiastically, you should carry this 
project through to completion just as gladly, giving 
whatever you can out of whatever you have." 

--NOTE: Paul stresses necessi yo a fine 
feeling into fine action. The Corinthians had been the 
first to feel the appeal of gathering a large offering 
for the poor Christians in Jerusalem. 

a feeling which remains only a feeling, a 
which remains a pity only of the heart, ·ne aesire 
that never turns into a fine deed, is a sadly truncated 
and frustrated thing. The tragedy of life so often is, 
not that we have no high impulses, but that we so often 
let them remain impulses and dedi cate ourselves 

the "doing o f i t." (Ba rclay, pp. 255-256) 
--EXEGESIS: Is An Acknowledgement of: 

1. of God 
I 8:12 (LB) "If you are really eager 

to give, then it isn't important how much you have 
to give. God wants you to give what you have, not 
what you haven't." 
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--Romans 12:1 (KJV) "I BESEECH you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto service." -,. 

2. Responsibility of Ever y Christian 
-rl:I [READ O 
--II 8:13 "Of course, I don't mean 

that those who receive your gifts should have an 
easy time of it at your expense," 

3. e Reci procity of Ge nerosity 
cor· (KJV) [READ] 

(LB) "Right now you have 
plenty and can help them; then at some other time 
they can share with you when you need it. In this 
way each will have as much as he needs." 

for. Church at Cor inth is a 
good plan for each of us· 

- I Corinthians 16:1-2 (KJV) vs. 1 "Now concerning 
the collection for saints, as I have given 
order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye." 

--vs. 2 "Upon the first day of the week let every one 
of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered 
him, that there be no gatherings when I come." 



CON: 
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first day of the week" 
Personally--"Every one of you" / 
Proportionately--"As God has prospered him" 

emember when Ferdinand Marcos was forced out of 
the Philippines and it was discovered that he and his 
wife, Imelda, had been living in extravag ant luxury 
while many of their fellow-countrymen suffered under 
g rinding poverty ? Discovered in the palace after their 
departure were more than 2,700 airs of shoes owned by 
Mrs. Marcos . I 

We all shook our heads in there is 
something of Imelda Marcos in all of us. Given the 
opportunity, each of us might prove our tendency to lay 
up treasures upon earth. 

We're not immune to the lure of earthly treasures 
simply because we don't have the Marcos' millions. 

The Practical Application of Christian Giving 
Will avoid the destructiveness of covetousnessi 

I. 
II. 
III. 

DISCOVER WHERE YOU ARE 
DECIDE WHERE YOU TO GO 
DEVELOP A FOR GETTING THERE 

IV. DEDICATE YOURSELF TO THE "DOING OF IT11 




