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1 
LIFE'S GREATEST J OY 

THE OF GIVING 

Scripture: II Corinthians 9:7 "Every man according as he 
purposeth in his heart, so let him g ive; not grudgingly, or 

necessity; for God a cheerful giver. II 

INTRO: YOUR JOY IS OF SUPREME IMPORTANCE TO JESUS 
CHRIST. IN THE BEATITUDES, 

OUTLINES "THE WAY TO HAPPINESS" STEP BY STEP. 
I 

CHRIST IS CONVINCED THAT A JOYFUL CHRISTIAN IS AN 
EFFECTIVE CHRISTIAN. IT IS HIS WILL THAT YOU NOT ONLY 
EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF LIVING 

BUT THAT YOU ALSO EXPERIENCE THE JOY OF GIVINC 
FOR HE SAID IS MORE BLESSED (MORE JOYFUL) TO GIVE 
THAN TO RECEIVE" (ACTS 20:35). AND THERE IS JOY IN 
GIVING! 7 

CARLYLE TELLS HOW WHEN HE WAS A BOY A BEGGAR CAME 
TO THE DOOR. HIS PARENTS WERE OUT AND HE ALONE 
IN THE HOUSE. ON A BOYISH IMPULSE HE BROKE INTO HIS 
OWN SAVINGS-BANK AND GAVE THE BEGGAR ALL THAT WAS IN 
IT, AND, HE TELLS ,THAT NEVER BEFORE OR SINCE DID HE 
KNOW SUC H SHEER JOYOUS HAPPINESS AS CAME TO HIM AT . 
THAT MONENT. T TH OY OF Tlu_ I 

a , ters , 
The Joy of Is: 

I. THE JOY OF NG WITH OTHERS WHAT GOD HAS EN-
TRUSTED TO YOU 

-- I Cor. 4: 2 "Moreover it is required in stewards, that a 
man be found faithful." 

- Note: God made Adam and put him in the garden and told 
him to take care of it for him. Man was never intended to 

....... n ne er intended 
man should claim and possess things for himself. We find 
the New Testament Christians shortly after an experience 
with the Holy Spirit that gave them an insight they had 
never had before: "And them said t bat of the 
things he possessed was his own." We recognize that ma1 
is a trustee. He is the manager of something that does 
belon 

We commonly used the word "stewardship . '' Steward
ship, basically , is not really a matter of money at all. 
Stewardship is a matter of realtionship to That tells 



me what I am. That tells me how I am supposed to relate 
to God in this world. You see, there's more to share in 
life things . I have a life that I share. (John M. 
McGain, It is Required of Stewards, p 

1. 
-- II Cor. 8:Sb "But they first gave their own se1ves to th 

Lord, and unto us by the wi ll of God." "For their 
first action was to dedicate themselves to the Lord and 
to us, for whatever directions God might_ to them 
through us." 

-- Not only was t heir giving unostentatious, 
joyous and generous, i t was accompanied by an act of 
"com self-surr_ender." construction of the 
before us indicates that the giving of themselves to the 
Lord and to the apostle was a deeper act of commitment. 
This before their generous giving these peopl 
had dedicated themselves afresh to the Lord, placed 
themselves unreservedly in the apostle's hands for the 
service of Christ, and then provided the monetary sup

for is spiritual 
giving! (Stephen Olford, The Gra ce of Giving, pS0-1) 

-- ILLUS: Dr. C riswell and trans ient following revival 
service. Dr. Criswell felt need to spend time with evan 
gelist and assuming the man needed money gave him a 
$5 bill . The man looked very disappointed. Dr. Criswe: 
asked, "Isn't that enough?" "I don't need your money, 
I just need you! I need someone who cares, someone 
who will to my problems, someone to pray with 
me." 

- Apply: The greatest needs of our world cannot be met 
by the gifts of our money or abilities but only 

ift of v And before we can share ourselves 
with others it must be sa id of us, "They first gave 
their own selves to the Lord ." And when that can be 
we shall discover the joy of giving through sharing 
ourselves with others. 

2. Your 
-- Luke 12:48b "For unto whomsoever much is given, of 

him shall be much 
, -of him they the more. 

-- God is not a cruel God. He does not ask us to 
share with others what we do not ourselves. But 



he has given to each of us som talent and we shall 
come to know the joy of possessing that talent 

h . th . f Ch . · h h are e service o nst ot e rs 
-- ILLUS: Once John Philip Sousa was conducting his 

famous band. He stopped in the middle of a rehearsal 
and sa id, "Where is the piccolo player? 11 Amid the bl a r 
of heavy brass, the musician had missed the 
sound of the seemingly insignificant piccolo! Someone 
here may feel that you have nothing 

be saying, "If I could 
tne the 

t e · :--Se-"Afe' . But I am no more than a 
piccolo player in the orchestra! What I do does not 

II I 
matter . are wrong. You have a gift and 
even if that gift does not seem important to you, it i s 
important in God's H. E. East, Pastor) 
And it is imoortant o whose will be richer. 

-,;rs 
ab1hty 

OF 

3. Your ' 
-- Acts 20:35 "I have shewed you all things, how that s o 

labouring ought to sup port the weak, and to reme mbe 
of Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more 

than to receive, 
- Note: There is an joy in giving when we 

realize that there are millions in our world who have 
nothing at all to To be able to share one's 
possessions with another i s a privilege afforded only a 

So many are doing well to end each day -
kept body and soul together, 

-=-t 
-- A Christian business man was in Kore a 

One day he saw in the field by the side of the road a 
young man pulling a plow, while an old man held 
the handles. The businessman was amused and took a 
snapshot of the scene. 'That is a curious picutre ! I 
suppose these people are very poor, 11 he said to the 
missionary, who was interpreter and guide to the party. 
11 Yes, 11 was the quiet reply, "those two men happen to 
be Chri st ians. When the ,ir church was being built, the 
were eager to give something toward it; but they had no 
money. So they decided to sell their one and only ox 

and gave the proceeds to the church. Thi s spring they 
are pulling the plow themselves. 11 The businessman w 

. 



silent for some moments. Then he said, "That must hav 
been a real sacrifice." "They did not call it that," the 
missionary sa id, "they rather thought it was fortunate 
that they had an ox to sell. to say, the 
businessman was silent. When he reached home, how
ever, he took the picture to his pastor and told him all 
about it. Then he added ,"I want to double my giving to 
the church, and do some plow work. 11 Up until now I 
have never given God anything that involved real sacri
fice . " (Olford, 48-9) This Christian businessman 
discovered what each of us iscover that the a 
giving is the joy · 
even though our possessions be few. 

-- II Cor. 8:2 (LB) "Though they have been going through 
much trouble and hard times, they have mixed their 
wonderful joy with their deep poverty, and the result 
has been an overflow of giving to others." 

en we share our possessions we share ourselves for 
money is personality, 1me, t e ff 

which life .is made, goes into the making of money. 
The joy of giving is the joy of sharing what God has 

entrusted to you . 

- ote : Nothing creates joy quite like knowing that you are 
dolng God's ... 

-- II Cor. 8 : 7 (KJ) "Therefore, as you abound in every thing, 
in faith , and utteranc e , and knowledge, and in all diligen· 
ce, and in your love to us, see that ye abou,nd in this 
grace also." 

-- Note: Just as God has a will concerning your faith , and 
utterance, and knowledge, and love he has a will concern
ing your giving . And this will is clearly expressed in 

- - Malachi 3 : 10 ye all the tithes into the store
house, that there may be meat in mine hous e , and prove 
me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not 
open you the windows of heaven, and. pour you out a bless 
ing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it." 

-- God Has Will Concerning the: 
1 . Pro ortion of Our Gift 

nng ye a ll the TITHES " 



-- m glad God is clear: ·n this matter of the pro-
portion I am to give, just as he is clear in 1) how I am 
to be saved; 2) the fruits of the Holy Spirit that are to 
seen in my life; 3) my responsibility to witness ... 
God never leaves a cloud of uncertainty over anything 
he considers important in his work 

- Note: One of the failures, one of the sins, of the 
human race has always been the natural tendency to 
try to match w.its with God and try to figure out sub
stitutes that are just as good as what God said. Men 
have been doing this all through human history. We ca: 

I go clear back to the Garden of Eden and find the record 
of one of the boys of Adam who made the same mistake. 

, He thought he had a plan that was just as good as God' 
but it wasn't and it was not acceptable to God. Men 
have been doing the same thing in our own generation. 
We, too, have made substituUons. And so we to 

I 

God's plan of maintaining his work and we attempt to 
up with our own substitutions. (McBain, 106) 

-- ILLUS: In his little booklet entitled Giving to God , 
the late Robert A. Laidlaw illustrates this thought by 
saying: "I go to a home there is a little girl, 
five or six years of age, and give her a box of choco
lates . . straightway disappears, and when she re
turns her lips and fingers are covered with chocolate. 
In another home, however, the box is opened at once , 
a nd the little lassie brings it to me and says, 'You 
the first one.' 'Oh, no!' I say, 'they are for you.' 
'But -please,' she. ple ads, 'you brought them to me, do 
please have the first one.' And helping myself I say, 
'Thank you, dear.' Which child ha.s the warmest place 
in my affections, and which is more likely to get anothE 
box of chocolates ? the tithe is the first chocolate 
h anded back to God. For some, it will be one-tenth of 
t he total income (as the word indicates); for it 
will mean more, but never less. (Olford, 

2 Our Gift 
T 

-- "Into STOREHOUSE" 
-- Note: . From the time of Hezekiah, there was in t he san< 

tuary a storehouse built for depositing the tithes and 
offerings of the people. This was also true for the 
second le in the days of Nehemiah. But even befo1 



this, it was God's clearly prescribed method that all 
the tithes and offerings of the · peopl.e were to be 
brought to one place. Stephen Olford 
to say, the New Testament counterpart of this principle 
is the of all tithes by the membership to the loca 
church. disbursements of money may include needs 
beyond the local church, but the responsibility to bring 

a(: all the tithes and offerings to the ocal church is 
,. illustrated in ,the New Testament:; Thls i s what mean 

by 'storehouse tithing' --the of your tithes and 
to the place ere your membership is estab

lished, your spiritual life is nourished, and your 
privileges are enjoyedJ If you 

should be 
(Olford, 29-30) 

3. o of Our Gift 
-- " . .. that there may be MEAT IN MINE HOUSE .•. " 
-- Note: What does this mean? It means that God is a 

hungry God and that "meat" is on his table by 
the tithes and offerings of his people . · 

- - Exegesis : We do God an injustice when we accept the 
attitude that God is concerned about money. God is 
concerned about money like he concerned about 

God -is concerned about rn.oney·and 
like you and I might be concerned about an automobile. 
It is a means to an end. (McBain, 108.). 

The tithes and -offerings only 
which the prie 

own. In a similar way, God has that the 
church should live and function on the human plane by 
means of the tithes and offerings of his peopl1 
(Olford, 31). 

-- Note: The purpose of our gift is not to guarantee the 
protection of God. i.e. , Kenneth Chafin and stewardshi 
testimony that makes God "a religious Al Capone who 
offers protection for 10% of the tithe! 11 

The purpose is to put on God's table--t.6 meet 
need·s of the God. 

4 . Promise for our Giving 
-- wi 1 ... open you the windows of heaven, 

out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it." 



-- And Paul Adds to this Promise: which 
paringly shall reap also sparingly, and he which 
ountifully shall reap also bountifully " .(II Cor. 9:6). 
o e: Pa ul insists that no man was ever the loser be

cause he was generous. The Bible is an extremely 
practical book and one of its great features is that it i s 
never afraid of the reward motive . It never says that 
goodness is all to purpose, that life is exactly the 
same for the man obeys God and the man who does 

never forgets that something new and precious· 
and wonderful does enter into the Life of the man who 
accepts God ' s commands as his law . the rewards 
are never rewards . It does not promise the 
wealth of things; but it does promise the wealth of the 
heart of the spirit. (Barclay, 261) . 
Ste phen Olford says , "I am convinced one of the 
reas ons why the devil has caused the subject of giving 
t o stir up resistance and resentment among God ' s 
i s that he knows there are few ways of spiritual enrich
ment like the ex erc is e of faithful stewardship. JI 

-- Luke 6:38 "Give, and it shall be given unto you; good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and run
n ing over , men give into your bosom. For with 
s ame measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured 
t o you ." 

-- ILL US: A farmer was known for his generous giving. 
His friends could not understand how he could give so 

!much away and yet remain so prosperous. One day a 
spokesman for his said, "We cannot understa nd 
you. You give far more than the rest of us and yet you 
always seem to have more to give. JI that is easy 
to I keep shoveling in to God's bin and God 
keeps shoveling into mine, but God has the bigger 
shovel!" (Olford, 65-66) 

When you have you are doing 
God's will, God's Promises become yours and the joy 

. a re ality! 

. _ 
JOY LIFE BEYOND YOUR YEARS 

- - Hebrews 11 speaks of Able_ who " ... offered unto God a 
more excellent sacrifice than Cain .. . 'and BY BEING 
DEAD YET SPEAK.ETH." (And how did Able extend his life 

- 7 



beyond his years? By his gift!) 
· · · ·-- Exegesis : When you co me t o the end of yo ur years it need 

not be the end of your life . can know the joy of 
extending your life beyond your years! 
1. By n Behi a Testimony That Will Live On 
-- Rev 14: (KJ 'And I heard a voice from heaven saying 

unto me, Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the that they 
may rest from t hei r labours; and D 
FOLLOW THEM. II ·"':. 

I 

-- Note: When Ra phael was buried , h i s last picture-- onl_ 
half complete--was borne in the funeral procession. 
The last sentence in Sir Walter Scott ' s journal broke off 

"Tomorrow we shall .. . "And Franz Schubert , 
left his great "Unfinished Symphony. 11 

Because human life always seems so fragmentary, in 
complete , and unfinished, there is the universal longini 
that it shall be completed. The Christian finds his 
fulfilled in the joy of giving. 

The sincere steward cannot win to Christ all he 
like to win in his life. He cannot help support 

all the missionaries , or print all the literature he 
desires. But after his death, his money can keep busy 

rinting Bibles, building churches, winning the lost. 
He sees a Christian will as a way of depositing 

deathless dollars in the vaults of eternity. There was 
a day when it was thought estate planning was only for 
the wealthy. Today this is the privilege of every man. 
(Hastings, How Will I Leave My Money? 

2 · to Heaven 
-- Matt. 6:20 KJ "But lay up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor steal. .. 11 

-- Note: But HOW can I lay up for myself treasures in 
heaven? How can I send it ahead? Jesus is a ffirming 
that you can do that. He is saying, "You take .. " 
But how? By putting your treasure .in something that is 
aoina to heaven. what is going to heaven? Not 
real estate, stocks, not buildings but 

is souls 
s 



And when they go to heaven y our treasure goes to 
heave n! 

-- ILLUS : Years a go I. . Kimbrou h once pastor of 
First Ba tist Church, Weatherford who then w ent o ut 
t o Pla inview to est ablish another church, was out 
collecting for o ur Baptist schools and he was held 
up by two bandits. the money before t he robbers, 
he said, 11 Gentlemen, t his pile of s mine and you 
are at liberty to take it. The l arger pile God ' s money. 
I dare yo u t o to uch it. 11 The robbers de c ided not to 
disturb either sum. Then Kimbrough said, "Yo ung men, 
you are in a very bad busine s s . I be lieve you ought to 
giv e it up. In the meantime, I wil l be grateful if yo u 
will help us in the work in which I am engaged." Each 
robber gave Kimbrough $5 to help educate yo ung 

And every Dr. Ki mbrough raised for the Christian 
educ ation of the y o uth o n o ur Bapti s t campuses was in
vested in people . And through investing in people he 
sent ahead va st t re a s ure s to heaven and expertenced 
the joy of extending his life beyond his years •. 

C ON : THE UNSAVED PEOPLE IN THE WORLD WOULD FORM A 
SINGLE LINE WHIC H WO ULD REAC H ARO UND THE WORLD 3 
TIMES. IF YOU DROVE YOUR CAR PAST EACH OF THEM AT 5 
M ILES AN HO UR FOR 10 HO URS A DAY, IT WOULD TAKE YOU 
4 YEARS AND 40 DAY TO REAC H THE END OF THE LINE--AND 
IT WOULD HAVE OWN BY 20,000 ORE MILES BY THAT 
TIME! TITHES A O ERINGS MAY SEEM SO SMALL 
WHEN C OMPARED TO THE ENORMO US OF SHARING 
CHRIST WITH THE WORLD . EVEN AS YOU GLANCE AT THIS 
YEAR'S BUDGET , IT SEEMS LIKE A ''DROP IN THE BUCKET . " 
YOUR ''LITTLE BIT" MAY EVEN SEEM INSIGNIFICANT COM
PARED TO THE MINISTRIES O UTLINED IN THE BUDGET. 
IT IS IMPORTANT TO ULTITUDES BECAUSE OF THEIR NEED 
FOR THE JOY OF SALVATION . AND IT IS IMPORTANT TO 
BECAUSE OF YO UR NEED FOR THE JOY OF GIVING . 

.. 
,, 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Sunday Morning Sermon Notes 
April 20, 1997 

THE JOY OF GIVING 
II Corinthians 9:7 - Pew Bible page 1005 

according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; 
not grudgingly, or of necessity; for God loveth a giver." 

j 9:7 
.......................................................................... . ............................................ . .. 

Joy of Is: 

I. THE JOY OF WITH OTHERS WHAT GOD 
HAS ENTRUSTED TO YOU 

--I Cor. 4:2 "Moreover it is required in , that a man be 
faithful." 

1. Your 
--II Cor. 8:5b "But they first gave their 

to the Lord," 
The greatest needs of our world cannot be met by the gifts of 
our money or abilities but only by the gift of / . 

2. Your 
--Luke 12:48b "For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall 

be much D :" 
God is not a cruel God. He does not ask us to share with 
others what we do not v 

3. Your 
--Acts 20:35b "It is more blessed 

receive." 
than to 

To be able to share one's possessions with another is a privilege 
afforded only a . 



II. THE JOY OF NOUlj]y'G- THAT YOU ARE DOING 
GOD'S WILL 

Just as God has a will concerning your faith, and and 
knowledge, and love he has a will concerning 
And this will is clearly expressed in I . 

God Has g Will Concerning the: 

1. DQ of O ur Gift 
''Bring ye all the TITHES." 

2. for O ur Gift 
--''Into the STOREHOUSE" 

3. of Our Gift 
... that there may be MEAT IN MINE HOUSE ... 

4. The for our Giving 
--''I will ... open you the windows of heaven," 

III. THE JOY OF YOUR LIFE BEYOND 
YOUR YEARS 

--Hebrews 11:4 

By 
on 

--Rev. 14:13 · 

a Testimony That Will Live 

2. By I A Treasures to Heaven 
--Matt. 6:20 

But HOW can I lay up for myself treasures in heaven? By 
putting your treasure in something that is O 
to heaven. 



Cooperative Program Promotion, Bill V. Cathey, Director, 
Baptist General Convention of Texas, 

333 N. Washington, Dallas, TX 75246-1798 



JESUS REACHED OUT TO 
LOST SINNERS WITH A 
MESSAGE OF SALVATION. 

• your Cooperative Program 
contributions you help to take the 
gospel from your local community to 
the ends of the earth . Over 8,000 
Cooperative rogram supported 
missionaries witness and minister in 
your behalf in our state, nation and 

world. Add to this the thousands of volunteers who serve 
through the Mission Service Corps, Partnership Missions, 
Baptist student missions and the Texas/Mexico River 
Ministry. 

ESTABLISHED 
HIS CHURCH, LOVED IT 
AND DIED FOR IT. 
Last year your Cooperative Program 
contributions helped to start 243 new 
churches in Texas, 1,458 new churches 

and 2,612 new churches in foreign 
mission countries. This is a desperate effort to 
keep up with population growth, to start 
churches in the languages of the 
people and in communities 
with no Baptist witness, both 
locally and worldwide. 

Through your Cooperative 
• Program contributions, 

materials, plans and train
ing opportunities are pro
vided churches like yours with 
assistance in evangelism, 
Sunday School, discipleship 
training, music and stewardship. 

bronze sculpture entitled "Fishers of Men" stands at the Mountain Creek 
to Dallas Baptist University campus. by Darrell Wood. 

JESUS 
MINISTERED TO 
HURTING PEOPLE. 

Through your Cooperative Program contributions you 
help to provide ministry to sick people through seven Texas 
Baptist hospital systems. Last year they cared for over one 
!!!ilJ,ifilJ.patients, were charity patients. 
Fifty-nine chaplains witness and minister in our behalf 
to the sick and dying and their families. 

Th rough your Cooperative Program contributions you 
help to provide care for 25,000 neglected and dependent 
children Texas Baptist children's homes on 
multiple campuses all across Texas. 

Through your Cooperative Program contributions you 
helped to provide care for 2,700 senior adults in our homes 
for the aging. 

JESUS EQUIPPED HIS DISCIPLES 
TO EVANGELIZE AND MINISTER. 

Through your Cooperative Program 
contributions you help to provide 

theological education for more than 
20,000 men and women preparing to 

serve in our churches, on our mission 
fields and in other vocational 

ministries. 

Through your Cooperative 
Program contributions you 

help to provide a university 
education with a Christian 

environment at eight Texas Baptist 
universities.More than 30,000 students were 
enrolled this past year, 10% preparing for 
vocational missions and ministry. 
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Affluence no guarantee 
of a charitable attitude 
By 

WASHINGTON - Despite much talk 
about generosity, Americans - especially 
affluent Americans - are more selfish 
than we think they are, according to a new 
report on giving and volunteering by a 
coalition of charitable organizations. 

The report points out that 30 percent of 
American households give nothing to 
charity, and those who do give often give 
only token amounts. 

people who are making it finan
cially don't seem to give a damn about 
anything or anybody," said Brian O'Con
nell, president of Independent Sector, 
which represents 650 corporate, foundation 
and volunteer organizations. 

O'Connell told reporters Tuesday that 
households earning less than $10,000 a year 
give a higher proportion of their incomes to 
charity than do households earning more 
than $100,000 a year. 

"Contrary to popular opinion, the well
to-do in America cannot be described as 
generous," said O'Connell. "A minority of 
those who are comfortable financially are 
good givers, and some of the country's 
wealthiest give dramatically large sums, 
but as a rule, people of means cannot be 
described as particularly caring. It is the 
poor and struggling who generally lead the 
way." 

He said it is "maddeningly perplexing" 
to find that people who don't give to charity 
have the same belief in the value of giving 
as those who do. 

His report, based on in-home interviews 
by the Gallup organization with 2,775 
Americans 18 years of age or older, 
declares that nearly half of all individual 
charitable contributions come from 
households earning less than a 
year. 

Households with incomes below $10,000 
gave an average of 2.8 percent of their in
comes to charity, the survey found, while 
households with incomes over $100,000 
gave 2.1 percent. 

The percentages given to charity fell to 

Commentary 
1.5 percent for households earning between 

and $75,000 and to 1. 7 percent for 
households earning between $75,000 and 
$100,000 a year. 

"Lower-income households in general 
give far more generously than upper
income households," said Virginia 
Hodgkinson, who wrote the report for In
dependent Sector. 

The survey found that active involve
ment in a church bas an "enormous" in
fluence on charitable giving. 

On the average, the 70 percent of 
Americans who give to charity give $790 a 
year, but those who give to religion give 
$1,176, including non-church causes. 

The survey found that Americans who 
volunteer their more than twice 
as much causes. 

Overall, 20 million Americans - about 9 
percent of all households - give at least 5 
percent of their income to charity. Twenty. 
three million Americans volunteer at least 
five hours a week. 

O'Connell said Independent Sector is 
launching a nationwide "Give Five" 
advertising campaign that encourages 
Americans to give at least 5 percent 
their income and five hours a week to 
charitable causes. 

noted that President Reagan and 
residential Bush and 
ichael are 'generous wb 
ould perce 
andard. 
A 5 percent giving goal is considered 

achievable" than the biblical ad-
monition of 10 percent to the church. 

"While those who tithe must still be con
sidered the true leaders of our caring socie
ty, does not seem a practical option 
for many Americans today," said the 
report. 

Eskey writes for Scripps 
Howard News Service. 




