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SALVATION MADE POSSIBLE 

Scripture: II Corinthians 5:19-21 

IF SALVATION IS NOT THEN LET US FORSAKE THE . 
BIBLE, MUTE THE ORGAN, VACATE THE PEWS, SILENCE THE HYMNS, 
CLOSE THE CHURCH DOORS AND FORGET CHRISTIANITY. FOR WE HAVE 
NO MESSAGE TO PROCLAIM, SONG TO SING, AND NO FOUNDATION 
FOR OUR HOPES. BUT SALVATION IS MADE POSSIBLE---SINCE 
"GOD WAS IN CHRIST, RECONCILING THE WORLD UNTO HIMSELF"--
WE HAVE A MESSAGE PROCLAIM, A SONG TO SING, AND A FIRM 
FOUNDATION FOR OUR HOPES. 

THE INTELLECTUAL, SOCIAL, AND ECONOMIC 
REVOLUTIONS DRIVE THE CHURCH 1BACK TO THE CARDINAL TRUTHS OF 
THE FAITH. THE LONGER THE CHURCH LIVES THE MORE IT REALIZES 
THAT IT CAN NOT FIND STABILITY IN A CHANGING WORLD APART 
FROM THE FUNDAMENTALS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. .BASIC TO THE 
TOTAL CHRISTIAN MESSAGE IS THE ASSERTION THAT SALVATION IS 
MADE POSSIBLE. 

Salvation I s Made Po ss ibl e Through: 

I. The Incarnation of God 
--vs. 19a "God in Christ" (Who is he?) 
1. Which brings God and man together 

--Philippians 2:6-7 "Who being in the form of God, •••• 
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men." 

(1) So that God can sympathize with man 
--Hebrews "For we have not an high priest 

which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as 
we are, yet without sin." 

(2) So that God can redeem man 
--Philippians 2:8 "And being found in fashion as a 

man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross." 

2. Which reveals t he nature of God 
-

1-John 14:9b "Jesus saith unto him, ••• he that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father." 

Little girl who wanted a God with a face. It 
was God who taught, etc. 

(1) To be compassionate 
--Matthew 21:34 "So Jesus had compassion on them, 

and touched their eyes: and immediately their eyes 
received sight and they followed him. 11 

' ' 



(2) To be forgiving 
forgive them for they know not what they 

doeth." 
--"Today thou shalt be with me in Paradise." 

Which empowers the life of Chris t 
--Matthew 28:Sb "All power is given unto me in heaven 

and in earth." (How? -- thru the incarnation!) 
In the mere story of the unmerited death of a 

beautiful life on a cross is no gospel. It may be 
moving, appealing, but there is no gospel, 
no message in it. But there is a gospel i n the fact 
that "God Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself." 

(1) By making his teachings authoritative 
(2) By making his death effective 

We do not say hat in Christihere was a 
nobler soul than ever inhabited man, that he was 
more filled with the Holy Spirit , or that he was 
the greatest teacher . But S,2_ say he was 
God in flesh and God died on the cross. 

II. The Reconciliation of the World 
--Vs. 19 was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 

himself." ( What did He come to do?) 
1. Which is needed 

Reconciliation implies a state of separation, 
alienation and estrangement. You would not speak of 
reconciling two loyal friends, two casual 
two total strangers. Rather two individuals whose 
relation deteriorated because of wrong committed. 

(1) Because false religions testify of this need 
The vast religious systems of rituals and 

sacrifices for reconciling man and God bear testi
mony. Their pathetic bl under is in itself an 
evidence of the fact that man realizes that there 
is something out of place, something wrong in his 
relation to God. 

(2) Because the state of the world testifies of this nee 
Welsh tradition that once the held 

a great review of all the worlds of the universe. 
One by one the planets, stars and satellites passed 
by. each passed God smiled. But when the earth 
passed God blushed because of its sin. . 

(3) Because your inner condition testifies of this need . 
-- Isaiah 59:2 "But your iniquities have separated 

between you and your God, and your sins have hid 
face from you, that he will not hear. 



2. Which brings peace between you and God 
--Romans 5:1 "Therefore being justified by faith, we hav 

peace §2.£ through our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Because your attitude toward God is changed 

--Galatians 1:23 "But they had heard only, That he 
which persecuted us in times past preacheth the 
faith which once he destroyed." (What accounts for 
this -- reconciliation!) 

(2) Because God's attitude toward you is changed 
--Vs. 19b "Not their trespasses unto 

("not holding their misdeeds against 
Reconciliation is meant to describe a mutua 

transaction, but the emphasis is on the removal of 
displeasure. 

Christ 
--Vs.21 ("How is He going to do it?") 

How is God going to reconcile the sinful world unto 
Himself? On one side is man alienated, stained, rebellious 
guilty and sullen. On the other side is God infinitely 
holy, just, and merciful. How can this great chasm between 
God and man be spanned? Answers: (1) Let overlook 
and disregard the sin of man. l!!:!1 God is just and honest. 
David did this to Absalom's sin and Absalom proceeded to 
more infamous crimes. (2) Let man bear the full conse
quence of his sin. But God is merciful and good. How? 
The cross -- here God was both merciful just. 

1. is made by a perfect 
--vs. 21a 

(1) Because no other death would suffice 
(2) Because sins (not his) placed him there 

2. , Which enabled Christ to endur e your suffering 
--I Peter 2:24 "Who his own self bare mg: sins in his 

own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness: .QY whose stripes Y!l, 

healed." 
Someone may say that it is neither right nor 

possible for an innocent person to suffer for the guilty. 
BUT God is the one offended by your sin and Q,Qg, is the 
one who died for your sin. 
.. Not enough room in life boats, 

straws • . Among r emaining was a wicked sailor, He 
said, "Lost, -- lost eternally.'' Man gave him his place 
Later saved and said, me two have died." 

(1) Because he loves you 
--Ephesians 5:2b "Christ hath loved and hath 

aiven himself ill us an offering and a sacrifice to 
II 



Atheist i n market place challenged God to 
strike him dead. Lady asked, "If your child handec 
you a knife and said, Kill me daddy - r -
Woul d you do it?" "Why, no," I love t hem too much. 
"That is exactly why God did not strike you dead. ' 
said the lady, loves you t oo much." 
(65-1 TE-7 #67 ) 

(2) Because he desires to see no man :perish 
--II Peter 3:9b The Lord is willing that any 

should perish, but that all should come to repent
ance." 

Yet "the wages of sin is death" someone 
must die. 

Judge at friend's trial. Imposed strictesi 
_1 fine, took off robe, stepped down and paid it. 

3. Which enabl es you to be sayed 
--vs. 21b 

(1) Because his life i s capable of purchasing salvation. 
--Mark 10:45 "For the Son of man came not to be 

ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his 
life ransom for many. 

(2) Because your faith is capable of appropriating that 
salvation. 

grace are ye saved thru faith" 
--"The just shall l ive by faith" 

: "God preserves the ship, but the 
mariner conducts it into harbor." -- Erasmus 

is the center of our Christian faith. 
converge all the propheci es, all the songs and hopes of 
eternal life. "God was in Christ , reconciling the world 
unto himself." But are two sides to reconci liation -
yours and God's. God will forgive your sins, your 
past, and receive you as his own if you will be reconciled 
to him. , is t o turn from sin and unbelief and 
yourself unreservedly to Christ. 

(See next 
page ) 



INCARNATE 
0 Love of God incarnate, 

Who comest from above, 
To show us God the Father 

In human life of love, 
God's love to thou bringest 

That men may see in thee 
How like man the Father, 

How like God man may be. 

0 Love of God incarnate, 
Thy resurrection hour 

Revealed the eternal, 
Ahd robbed death of its power: 

Enthroned on high thou reignest 
That men may share with thee 

Thy life, thy love, thy glory, 
And live eternally. 
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