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I 
THE MESSAGE WE PROCLAIM 

1,y o o.,. 
II Cor. 5:17-21 

Jpt:59 ; THERE IS QU THAN TO SEE A LIFE 
COMPLETELY CHANGED BY THE POWER OF GOD. TQ 
PRAY THAT ONCE NO PRAYER: TO SEE SHINE FOR 
CHRIST THAT ONCE WERE DARKENED BY SIN -- IS ONE OF LIFE 1S ' 
TRULY GREAT EXPERIENCES. 

WHAT ACCOUNTS FOR SUCH A DRASTIC CHANGE AS THIS? 
ERE ST BES ME MIGHTY POWER THAT IS CAPABLE OF 

BREAKING THE SHACKLES OF SIN FOR TO BE IN 
SUCH A FASHION. THA PO THE MESSAGE WE 
PROCLAIM. FROM T S T ME THIS STORY WAS HEARD UNTIL 
TODAY, MEN WHO FEEL ITS NEVER REMAIN THE 

BUT GE WE PROCLAIM -- WHAT ARE THE 
ESSENTIAL TRUTHS WHICH IT ASSERTS? TIS TH S MESSAGE 
WHOSE TRANSFORMING POWER HAS REMAINED UNALTERED BY THE 
PASSING OF THE 

IS A MESSAGE OF: 

GOD 1 S INCARNATION 
--vs. "To witness, that God was in Christ." 

(Mac. P. A few years ago some historians amused 
themselves by writing a book called IF. Some of the "ifs" 
were, 11 If lost the Gettysburg," 
"If the Moors in Spain had won," 11If had missed 
Lincoln," "If Napoleon had escaped to America." But there 
are no "ifs" in history. The greatest fact in history is 
the incarnation of God i n Christ. Thia is no "i.f" and 
you are called to bear witness of it. 
1. Whi h I · · d b h Vir · Birth 

- -Matt. 1 :2 "ehold, a virgin shall be with child, & 
bring forth a son, & they shall call his name 

which being interpreted is, God us. 11 

(1) That some reject because: 
a. It is found only in Matt. & Luke 

(a) Thus John & Mark knew nothing about it. 
ILLUS : Like saying Dr. Randall, formost Lincoln 
biographer, whose life of L begins at Springfielc 
knew nothing of L's birth, early yrs in lll. 



11 When someone becomes Christian 
becomes a brand new person inside. He is 
not the same any more. A 'new life has 
begun! 

18 All these new things are from God 
who brought us back to himself through 
what Jesus did. And God has given 

the of urging everyone to come 
mto favor and be reconciled to him. 
19 For was in Christ, restoring the 

himself, no longer counting men's 
them but blotting them out. 

the wonderful message he has given 
us to tell others. 20 We are Christ's ambassa
dors. God is using us to speak to you: we 
beg you, as though Christ himself were here 
pleading with you, receive the love he offers 
you-be reconciled to God. 21 For God took 
the sinless Christ and poured into him our 
sins. Then, in exchange, he poured God's 
goodness into 

1 Revolutionary 

tempta. exp; 
ascension; 

s & Lazarus; 

on it 
sus as "the 
diff. betw. J oh1 
that Jesus was 

1 s 
2 gospels 

the only 2 
ed no problem 

Joseph ' s 

1otector. Gospels 
I. 

to Joseph 
relatiOJ 

in a X who 
Gospels 

( 2) Which enabled God in X to Die for Us 
--I Peter 11Forasmuch then as X hath suffered 

for us in the flesh. JI 
a. Because of God's compelling love c,v"' 

b. 

would X died for sinful men? 
tan mazed! 11 , 

· death efficacy 
The fact that "God in Christ" makes 
difference in the world. Two verdicts 

are offered about Christ. One his disciple: 
He stilled t he storm at sea--"Thou art th 

n of God" Another the Pharisees --
said ... I will rise again. 11 

Which is He? A celebrated New England preache: 
Channing, said it makes l i ttle 

difference. it does. 
1 Judge who stepped down and paid fine. 



was Christ •s Life 
2:9 "For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the 

Godhead bodily." 
"Deli neated 11 "To represent sketch, hence 

to represent accurately." 
(1) That revealed attributes 

X CLAIMED THEM: - Pr eexistence "Thou 
lovest me before the foundation •.• "; 
--"All po er ••• "Lo, I •• 
. "; of you ••• ". CHRIST 
ACCEPTED SUCH ASCRIPTION: When Satan tempted• 
Demons cried out; Peter's confession. ' 

(2) That exercised power 
--John (Nico.) "No man can do these miracles 

that thou doest except God be him. 11 

The the Gospel stand or fall 
together. The same Gospel tells us 

the sea also tells us he the 
sea. 

18th Century phil. , Rousse u said, 11Get 
r i d of the & you have the world at 
the feet of Jesus within a generation." -- BUT 
WHAT KIND OF JESUS? 

t• o 
--Rom. 11 or when we were yet without strength, in 

due time Christ died for the ungodly." 
- - Isa . "But he waswounded for our transgressions, 

he was bruised for our chastisement 
peace was upon him; & stripes we are 

healed." 
1) That shows the mind of God toward sin 

--IH U§ ; Si n can not go unnoticed & unpunished 
(2) That is a condemnation upon man 

'--II Cor. "If one died for all, then were all 
dead." 

s death declares 
the penalty of sin. 

that all men are under 

eotion 
--Rom. 1:4 was II eclared od with 

power ... the res. from the dead." 
- - : Fin roof i s not found in miracles, teachings 

prophets di d these) but in the unique & irrepeatable 
event of the res.! 

: The res. calls us to worship & to proclaim a 
Living X. "Rev. 1:18 "I am he that livetli)·, & 
dead; & behold I am ali ve forevermore. " 



1:11 "Ye alilee, why stand ye 
into heaven? this s ame Jesus, which i s taken up from 
you i nto heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have go into heaven." 

--Rev. 1:7 "Behold, he cometh clouds & eye 
shall see him." 

(1) established as a Biblical certai nty 
Mentioned over times in N. T. 1 out of 

13 vv. refers to it. In epistles 1 out of 
10 speak of it. In of the 21 epistle: 

no mention of baptism; in 20 of 21 epis. no mentio1 
of Lord's Supper; but on every page there 
is a reference to X1 s Return. 

(2) That is an incent ive to saint and sinner 

II. 

--Matt. "And while they went to the 
bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in 
with him to the marriage: and the do::r was shut." 

19b 11reconci ling the world unto himself. 11 

1. Whi ch Is Im rti 1 
-- s . 9b "reconciling the world ••• 11 

(1) Because all need i t 
--Rom. 3:23 "For all have sinned, al\d,. come short 
1 of the glory of God" 

1 All men are alienated from God. 
--Col. 1: 21 "And you, were sometime alienated 

and enemies i n your mind by wicked works, yet 
now hath he reconciled. 11 

(2) Because Christ di ed for all 
--John 3 :16 

2. Which Comes Throu Christ '' "J;JJ,,I 
--Vs . 19a 11God was in Christ reconciling .:,_jl 

(1) Because His death i s the grounds of it 
--Rom. "We were reconciled to God by the 

death of Hi s Son. 11 

Bunyan i n hi s story, PILGRIM• S PROGRESS 
describes Christian, clothed in rags, and bearing 
the burden of hi s sins, setting out the City 
of Destruction t o go to the Celestial City. Comef 
t o a cross standing on top of a hill. As he 
ap roaches cross the burden is loosed, rolls down 
hill, and disappears in an open sepulcher. 

(2) Because He is the only means recognized by God 



--Acts "Neither is salvation in any 
other: there is none other name under heaven 

among men, whereby we must be saved. 11 

Only Jesus can bring peace between a re
bellious subject and a loving and righteous King. 
i.e. this is the picture which "reconciliation" 
paints. 

(Mac. p. 297) Years ago in a Western city 
a husband and wife separated. Left city 
in different parts of the One day the 
husband happened back through the city, went out 
to the cemetery to the grave of their only 
Footstep, wife, clasped hands over grave their 

reconciled. It took the death of their son 
to reconcile them •••• i.e. 

3. Which Ch Man! 

III. 

--vs.17 
We are not to bear witness of an impo- . 

tent reconciliation. Rather, a reconciliation that 
makes a real difference in a s 
is not this, what is it? 

(1) Because he is forgiven of sin 
--vs. 19c 

God declares that He no longer holds the 
n_responsible for his sins. Like governor's 

pardon. It does not the man never did wrong, 
but it does say that he is forgiven. Can never 
be made to serve sentence once pardoned. 

Because he _rest s beneath God's loving favor 
--vs. 19d 

Reconciliation brings one into the loving 
favor of and harmony with the Heavenly Father. 
i.e. Prodigal Son. 

:A child takes on the traits of his parents. 

ON 
--Vs. 

--vs. 20 "by;" and "in Christ's 
stead") 

(1) Because Christ is not resent 
-- • "Ambassador" is one who his . 

King in another l and. 
We are the voice, hands, and feet of Chris1 

-- "in Christ's stead" 
(2) Because a Christian wants to invite others 

--Rev. 22:l?b 11And let him that heareth say, Come." 



--ILLUS: Wild man of Gadara ; Man born blind, etc. 
(3) Because Christ determined that would be this way 

--"Ye shall be witnesses." 
2. · s h Si ner' s Substitute 

--vs. 21 ("Made to be sin for us" 
(1) Because He alone is sinless 

--2la 
The treatment of the Sinless One as a sinne 

the means by which the be treated 
as sinless. 

(2) Because sin must be paid for 
--"The wages of s i n is death" 
--"Be not deceived, God is not mocked ••• " 

(3) Because this substitute enables man to be made 
righteous 

--Vs. 21b 
Durin Civil War a man drafted who 

he could not go because of sickness in his home. 
The government allowed him to get a substitute to 
serve in his place in the Substitute soon 
killed in battle. mistake this man's name 
appeared again i n draft. Tol officials, 
can not am a dead man. up the 
records. You see I enlisted, I fought, I 

in the person of substi ( 
I/ 

. -C, I 

"One day when heaven was filled with His praises, 
One day sin was as black as could be, 

Jesus came forth to be of a virgin-
Dwelt amongst men, example is 

Living, he loved me; He saved me; 
Buried, He carri ed sins far away; 

V 
He justified freely forever; 

One day He's coming--0 glorious 
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Jill/John - This is for Sunday night TV screen, October 14-Don' t need insert 

The Message We Proclaim 
II Corinthians 5: 17-21 

The message we proclaim is a message of: 

I. God's Incarnation - vs. 19a 
1. Initiated by Christ's virgin birth- Matt. 1 :23 
2. Delineated by Christ' s virtuous life - Col. 2:9 
3. Effectuated by Christ's vicarious death - Rom 5:6 
4. Validated by Christ victorious resurrection - Rom 1 :4 
5. Consummated by Christ visible return - Acts 1: 11 

II. Man's Reconciliation- vs. 19b 
1. Is impartial - "the world" 
2. Comes through Christ - "God was in Christ" 
3. Changes a man - vs. 17 

III. Christ's Invitation - vss. 20-21 
1. Comes through human instrumentality - vs. 20 
2. Offers Himself s the sinners substitute - vs. 21 




