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NOWI 

X5CRIPTURE : II Corinthians 5:14- 21 

INTRO: I HAVE SOME BAD NEWS AND SOME GOOD NEWS! 
BOTH CHALLENGE US TO "WIN AMERICA NOW. " 

THE BAD NEWS IS: (1) TODAY 167 MILLION 
AMERICANS DO NOT KNOW JESUS CHRIST AS PERSONAL 
SAVIOR; ( 2 ) THE NUMBER OF LOST PEOPLE IN AMERICA 
INCREASES BY 2 MILLION EACH YEAR; (3) MORE THAN 
7,000 OF OUR 36,000 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCHES 
DID NOT REPORT A SINGLE BAPTISM LAST YEAR . 

THE GOOD NEWS IS: ( 1) SOUTHERN BAPTISTS 
SUPPORT MORE THAN 3,700 MISSIONARIES IN ALL 
50 STATES, PUERTO RICO, AMERICAN SAMOA, THE 
AMERICAN VIRGIN ISLANDS AND CANADA; (2) THE 
HOME MISSION BOARD WORKS WITH 84 DIFFERENT ETHNIC 
GROUPS; (3) THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION IS 
THE MOST INTERGRATED DENOMINATION IN AMERICA; 
(4) LAST YEAR THE HOME MISSION BOARD PLACED 
42,000 VOLUNTEERS ON 54 MISSION FIELDS IN AMERICA; 
( 5) FOR THE PAST 5 YEARS WE HAVE AVERAGED ES
TABLISHING 230 NEW CHURCHES PER YEAR; (6) IN 
1986 THE HOME MISSION BOARD PROVIDED OVER 1 MIL
LION DOLLARS FOR HUNGER RELIEF IN 38 STATES, AND 
(7) MILLION BIBLES, NEW TESTAMENTS AND SCRIP
TURE PORTIONS WERE DISTRIBUTED ACROSS AMERICA BY 
OUR HOME MISSION BOARD THIS PAST YEAR. 

THE BAD NEWS CONFRONTS US WITH THE NEED TO 
WIN AMERICA NOW. THE GOOD NEWS ASSURES US THAT 
WE CAN "WIN AMERICA NOW." 

TWO QUESTIONS CONSTANTLY HAUNT US. "IF NOT 
ME , WHO? IF NOT NOW,. WHEN? " THE ANSWER IS , 
"IT AND IT MUST BE NOW I" 

THE REQUIREMENTS FOR "WINNING AMERICA NOW" 
ARE SPELLED OUT BY PAUL IN II CORINTHIANS S : 14-
21: 

I . MOTIVATION 
-- II Cor . 5: 14 
- -NOTE: For Paul the reason for doing some-

thing was as import ant as what was done . 
Christ also stressed this principle in the 
Sermon on Mount where He criticized 
thos e who good things ---like f ast ing, 
praying, or · 
(Matt . 6:1-18) . Paul in a 
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gious world that glorified the deed and ig
nored the motive. But in his relationship 
with Jesus Christ he came to realize that 
fear or guilt or a sense of duty or a desire 
to impress God or others were woefully inade
quate as for sharing the gospel. In 
verse 14 he opens his heart and reveals the 
secret that drove him to spend his life the 
way he did. These six words, "the love of 
Christ constrains us" (vs. 14), say it a l l. 
This was the truth and this was what above 
all else Paul wanted the Corinthians to be
lieve about him. 

The primary focus was on Christ's love 
for us and not our love for him. The belief 
that on the cross Christ acted on behalf of 
the whole human race became the foundation 
of Paul's thinking and action. When the im
plication of the statement, "One died for all" 
(v. 14b), began to get hold of Paul, it chan
ged permanently his feeling about every per
son in the world. (p. 238 The Communicator's 
Conmentary) 

--NOTE: But "The Love of Christ" is only one 
of three motives for winning others Paul men
tions. In verse 10 he states one motive is 
the fact that "We must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ ... " 

In verse 11 he mentions a second motive-
That lost men are exposed to the j udgment . 
"Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we 
persuade men." 

In verse 14 Paul lists the most compell
ing motive of all--"The Love of Christ." 

--APPLY: Forget numbers. Forget what others 
may or may not think. Allow Christ's "con
straining" love to motivate you to share the 
gospel of Christ with others. 

--ILLUS: Hudson Taylor was interviewing some 
young people who had volunteered for the 
Lord's service. He asked several practical 
questions to find out how well qualified 
they were for the life they were anticipating. 
"And why do you wish to go as a foreign mis
sionary?" "I want to reach others across 
the sea because Christ has commanded us to 
go into all the world and preach the Gospel 
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to every creature." one replied. Another 
said, "I want to go because millions are 
dying without ever having heard of 
the only One who can save them." Others 
have similar answers. 

Hudson Taylor looked at them thought
fully for a moment and then said, "All of 
your motives are good, but I fear they will 
fail you in times of severe testing and 
tribulation--especially if you are con
fronted with the possibility of having to 
face death for your testimony. The only 

that will enable you to remain 
true is stated in II Corinthians 5:14. 
"The Love of Christ constrainth us." 
Christ's love constraining you will keep 
you faithful in every (#3224, 
pg. 763, Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustra
tions.) 

The inner compulsion is the "love of 
Christ." We are enslaved by that love. 
All complacency is lost. All inhibitions 
are forgotten. All boundaries are broken. 
All prejudices are melted away. The 
"love Christ constraineth 

MAGNANINITY 
--II Cor. 5:15 
--NOTE: This life in Christ reveals it-

self in a new objective- that we 
ive live o onger to ourselve 

but to him who ed for us and rose again. 
True life is lie with a new motive. 
self-centered tive is displaced by 
Christ-·centere motive. We cease to live 
for our own advan-
ta e, s and to 

• Our ob to be used by him in 
his work of redemption. (pg. 336, The In
terpreter's Bible.) 

e act every person he met was 
the object of God's eternal love and was 
one for whom Christ died defined the nature 
of his ministry. This is why Paul's evan
gelism never exploited or manipulated peo
ple. He had come to love them the way 
Christ did. (pg. 239, The Communicator's 
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Commentary.) 
"And He died for all, that those who 
might live no longer for THEMSELVES, 

But for HIM who died for them and ro·se 
again." 

--NOTE: The needs of America are too great 
for Christians to live "for themselves " -
To be more concerned with their personal 
comforts than with the lostness of others
-To focus only on what they can get from 
their church rather than on what they can 
give the world--To seek to be ministered 
unto rather than, like their Savior, to 

to others! 
America will never be won by selfish, 

egocentric, self serving,backslidden 
church members. It will only be won by 
those committed souls whose magnaninity 
refuses to "live unto themselves" and 
instead live "unto Him who died for them 
and rose again." And if we "live unto 
Him" we live for others to whom we carry 
the gospel of His death and r esurrect i on! 

--POEM: OTHERS 

'Lord, help me live from day to day 
In such a self - forgetful way, . 

That even when I kneel to pray 
My prayers will be 

me in all the work 1 do 
To ever be sincere and true, 

And know that all I do for You 
Must needs be done for others. 

Let self be crucified and slain 
And buried deep, and all in vain 

May efforts be to rise again, 
Unless to live for others. 

Others, Lord, yes, others, 
Let this my motto be; 

Help me to live for others 
That I may live like Thee. 

--C. D. Meigs 
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--APPLY: Needs are too great. Eternity is 
too long. accountability is certain 
for us to "live unto ourselves." Christ
ian magnaninity requires that we live for 
Him and for others for whom He died. 

III. MESSAGE 
--IICor. 5:17-19 [Do not read here] 
--NOTE: Not just any message can be used 

in winning America now. It must be a 
message not only of "hope" but 
also of "help." It must be a message not 
only of "challenge" but also of "change. " 

Where can such a message be found?-
Only in the message, the "good news" the 
"gospel" of Christ. 

That message, essential to "Winning 
America Now," is found in verse 17, 18 
and 19 [Read] 

It is the Message Of: 

1. The Incarnation 
--II Cor. 5:19a "To wit, that God was 

in Christ." 
--NOTE: This verse states that "God 

stepped in to heal and to forgive 
man that there might be reconcilia
tion." 

--APPLY: The message we take to America 
proclaims that noneother than God 
Himself was in Christ--in all He .dig_, 
in all He in His death for 
us on the cross and in resurrec-

';t,ion which validated that death and 
payment in full for all our sins! 
That's why we are so excited! That's 
why we so joyfully share the gospel 
of Christ--GOD was in Christ! 

--ILLUS: Rev. W. Kingstone Greenland 
visited a vacant house with a friend 
who desired to purchase it. The 
friend was particularly struck by 
the beauty of one of the rooms which 
he wished to turn into his study; 
but he objected to a cupboard in the 
corner. 

"I will have to remove it," he 
-5-



said to the architect. "No, you won't," 
was the reply. "But I can do what I like 
if I buy the house," said the man. "You 
cannot do what you like with that cupboard," 
answered the architect. not?" he ask
ed, "Is it protected by a clause in the deed?" 
"No," said the architect, "it is not on the 
deed: it is on the plan. You cannot take 
away the without taking down the 
house; it is part of the main structure." 

So if we take away the Deity of Christ, 
we destroy the whole structure of Chris
tianity. That doctrine is built in. It is 
central. It is structural of the structure. 
(#2705, pg. 652-653, Encyclopedia of 7700 
Illustrations.) 

--APPLY: If God were not "in Christ" then we 
have no message at all. But since "God was 
in Christ" we have a message that can win 
and change our nation! 

2. A Reconciliation 
--NOTE: "God was "in Christ" but doing 

what? That is the heart of our message! 
--I I Cor. 5: 18- 19 
--NOTE: "God was in Christ, reconciling 

the world unto himself" (v. 19). This 
is the gospel. It is the "dynamite" of 
God unto salvation. It is the preaching 
of this message and this message alone 
that can win America now! 

Reconciliation- to man's 
basic need. It implies that the root 
of our evil condition is estrangement 
from him. God and we are not at one in 
feeling, thought, and will. The fault 
is ours, not God's (Isa. 53:6). The 
chasm has been dug from our side. But 
in Christ God has bridged it, because 
we could not bridge it ourselves. He 
has stepped in to heal the estrangement 
and reconcile us to himself. It is God 
who seeks us, not we who seek God. It 
is the shepherd in Christ's parable who 
goes into the wilderness to seek the 
sheep that is lost. 

Reconciliation is a hard thing to 
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achieve. It involves the · 
need of God, the of our 
the creation in us of the penitence that 

and of the willingness 
to surrender to God's will. 

God in Christ is "aggressive lover 
who has come to break into the citadel of 
our self-will and set us free from the 
guilt and the power of sin. This is what 
God has done in Christ. His whole life 
was an offensive of divine love, which 
culminated in the Cross. There it tri
umphed over bitterness and hate, over
flowing in a forgiveness that remains a 
miracle of grace. The Cross is God's 
love at the lash point of its power. By 
it his love can break through to our 
hearts, whatever our condition, if we give 
it opportunity, and bring ·reconciliation 
between us and God. (pp. 340 Inte-
preter's Bible) 

--APPLY: America has long been "divorced" 
from God. The "separation" is seen in 
the chasm that exists between the morals 
and values of His Word and the life styles 
of most Americans. 

Ours, is the joyous privilege of pro
claiming to an estranged nat i on a message 
of reconciliation with God. 

--ILLUS: One Sunday night D. L. 
preached in a big circus tent near the 
Columbian Exposition in Chicago from the 
text, "The Son of man is come to seek and 
to save the lost." After he had finished, 
a little boy was brought to the platform 
by an officer who had found the child wan
dering in the crowd, lost. Mr. t ook 
him in his arms and asked the crowd to 
look at the lost child. Said he : 
father more anxious to find the boy 
than the boy is to be I 
so with our Father, for l ong 
years He has been following you, oh, sin
ner. He is following you still!" 

that moment a man with a blanched 
face elbowed his way to the plat form. 

saw him and, running, threw 
I, 



himself into his father's outstretched arms. 
t ude, that witnessed the scene, 

broke into a mighty cheer. "Thus ," cried 
. oo · 11 God recei ve if you will 

only to Him today." (#5353, pg. 1215, 
Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations.) 

3 • . A New Creation 
Cor. 5:17 

--NOTE: This is the intent, the purpose, of 
people new, freeing 

them from the old and making them a "new 
creation" and giving them a new direction 
in life. 

--NOTE: There are few words in the Scripture 
filled with more hope than those from Paul 
in verse 17 of this chapter: "If anyone is 
in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 
have passed away; behold, all things have 
become new." this verse Paul relates 

1s ee 1ng growing older and about 
the age to come. He felt that this world, 
as we know it, had "had" it and that the 
new order that would last forever had 
already begun. His gospel was that when 
any person became a Christian then God 
made him a part of that new creation . 

• 239-240, The Communicator's Commentary.) 
points back Paul said 

about Christ's dying for all and all dying 
with him (vv. 14-15). When Christ rose 
from the dead, the human race made a new 
start. All who are united with him by 
faith are part of this new creation. They 
are "in Christ," a term Paul used constant-
ly throughout his letters to describe his 
relationship with Christ. It implied that 
those who exercise faith in Christ enter 
into a real, personal union with him. Be
cause they participate in his death to sin, 
the old things have passed away. This is 
true even though the old order hangs on for 
a while. The new creation will not be 
fully revealed until the new heaven and 
the earth appear; but for those who are in 
Christ, the new order has already begun. 
(pp. 30-31, Layman's Bible Commentary.) 
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Man is not merely oved., or 
reformed, in any way which 
implies no more than an external change, 
however great; is remade. He is 
different even from what he was at his 
best. The change is radical; it goes 
to the roots of his being. The old 
has passed away, ... the new come. The 
old may refer to the desires and pur
poses of the self-centered life, and 
the new to the desires and purposes 
of the Christ-centered life. The 
essential difference is an inner change 
in which our thoughts and ambitions 
are no longer focused on ourselves, 
but on Christ and on the interests of 
others. But such an inner change 
means that all things are become new. 
Money, pleasure, position cease to 
have the old attraction for us. On 
the other hand, love, duty, brother
hood, service, which may have counted 

-

for little in our scheme of 
become important and attract! ve 
(p. 338, The Interpreter's Bible.) 

--ILLUS: ief Wolford 
Iowa, believes that "when 

anyone has a complete reversal of 
character from one week to the next 
there is something with him." 
The man he has in mind is officer 
Kenneth a formerly 
foul-mouthed boozer who got converted 
while vacationing in California. 

Trevithick came back to work with 
a Bible and plenty of Jesus-talk for 
speechless fellow officers. No pro
fanity. No booze. 

Wolford suspended him for al
ledged "disobedience of orders" and 
"failure to properly perform duties." 
But the Civil Service Commission rein
stated him. (#5278, pg. 1198, Encyclo
pedia of 7700 Illustrations.) 

IV. MISSION 
--II COR. 5:20-21 
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--PHILLIPS vs. 19b-20a God "has commissioned 
us with the message of reconciliation. We 
are now Christ's ambassadors." 

--NOTE: To "Win America Now" requires that we 
both acknowledge and fulfill our God given 
mission. 

As His "ambassadors" God sends us on a 
divine mission to "beseech (to beg) others 
in the name of Christ to be reconciled to 
God." 

no more beautiful description of 
the work that God has given Christians to do 
in the world than is found in Paul's state
ment that Christ has "given us th · istry 
of reconciliation" (vs. 18 ic reli-
gion is interested in the nature of 
man's relationship with God. In the sense 
that every child has some kind of relation
ship with his or her parent, whether good or 
bad, every person lives in some kind of re
lationship with God. It was God's intention 
from the beginning for people to live in a 
relationship and obedience. 

a very meaningful 
word because the Greeks used it to describe 
an important official in the Roman Empire. 
Roman provinces that were peaceful were under 
the direct control of the emperor and his 

.on the scene, called a legate 
or ambassador. He was the direct, personal 
representative of the emperor. When a coun
try was in process of becomi ng a Roman pro
vince, the senate would send ten ambassadors 
to arrange the terms of peace. 

Thus an brought 
enemies int o t he family o f Paul 

saw himself as the direct representative of 
God in foreign, hostile territory, inviting 
former enemies to come into God's family. 
It was up to him to represent his master in 
every way. The reputation of Christ and the 
church was in his hands. It was a great re
sponsibility and a great privilege ... 
(pg. 32, La an's Bible Commentar .) 

ur task is that of building the 
bridge between men and God and between men 
and men. This does not mean apologizing for 
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God, nor does it mean a sentimental atti
tude to the sins of men which regards them 
as a form of childishness. 

The task of an ambassador is one of 
honor and responsibility. He must pre
sent his nation's point of view, assert 
her rights, and at the same time seek 
always to smooth out frictions and 
a spirit of harmon. 

Christian man--is Christ's am- . 
bassador. He speaks at all times in the 
name of his Lord. He is not responsible 
for the message he delivers, only for 
transmitting it rightly. The message is 
God's message to men. It is the offer 
of reconciliation, and of the power that 
can make us willing to be reconciled. 
God does not ask from us what he does 
not enable us to give. 

But the in the ambassa
dor transmits the message is all impor
tant. He is one who pleads. His tones 
must echo the yearning love of God . 
must not only lift up the cross; he must 
carry it. If he must warn or rebuke, he 
will do it as one who sorrows over sin. 
When he looks on the hapless, ignorant 
crowds he will, like Jesus, be filled 
with compassion (Matt. 9:36), never 
with superiority or contempt, for he 
will see their condition. 

His aim must be to produce a personal 
encounter with God. appeal, 
is, BE RECONCILED TO GOD. (pp. 342-343, 
The Interpreter's Bible.) 

CON: I Cor. 5:21--Exegete 
But America can be changed and you 

can be changed only when you are willing 
to be reconciled to God. 

Are you weary of living estranged 
from God? Separated from Him? 

Isaiah says (59:2a) "But your iniqui
ties have separated between you and your 
God, and your sins have hid his face 
from you." 

If so, "I beseech you, beg you in 
's stead, 
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