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(Fourth in a series of ten sermons on Second Corinthians 
January Bible Study book for 1990) 

Many labels have been attached 
to the apostle Paul over the 
centuries . I heard a new one the 
other day. Paul described as 
"an ambassador of sunshine" 

It said of 
the great Boston 
"the day dark 
Phillips Brooks 

Phillip Brooks, 
pulpiteer, that 
and gloomy, but 

walked down 
l was 

So it of He 
eternal optimist who left 

was the 
a trail 

him. of sunshine behind 
Confidence the ef 
characteristic of his life . 

His confidence is declared in 
his letter to the Romans where he 
boldly proclaimed : "In all these 
things are more than 
conquerors through him who loved 
us " ( Rom . 8 : 3 7 , NI V ) . 

We hear it again in the first 
Corinthian epistle where he 
wrote, Death, where is your 
victory? 0 Death, where is your 
sting? The sting of death is 
sin, and the power of sin is the 
law; but thanks be to God, 
gives us the victory, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ" ( 1 Cor. 
15: 55-57) . 

The confident note sounds 
again in his letter to the 
Philippians where he daringly 
declared : "I can do all things 
through Him who strengthens me 
( Phi 1. 4 : 13) . 

This confident faith of Paul 

is the theme of 
for today. 

Paul confidence 
in 2 Corinthians : . Then, he 
is cuss it in chapter 

Long before Robert Schuller 
urged us to be possibility 
thinkers, and long before Norman 
Vincent Peale challenged us to 
discover the power of positive 
thinking, and long before Dale 
Carnegie instructed us on how to 
win friends and influence people, 
the apostle Paul presented an 

confident. for 
every Christian to follow. 

Is of confident 
faith exhibited in your life? Do 
you believe yourself to be more 
than a conqueror? Do you 
experience daily victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ? Do you 
feel that you can do all things 
through Christ? Do you live your 
Christian life with confidence? 
Those are vital questions. 

Many of us would have t o 
answer no to those questions . 
The greatest personality problem 
prevailing in America today is a 
lack of that leads to 
a lack of self-confidence. 

I want you to know that 
C:Rristian, you do not have to be 
intimidated by life. As a 
Christian, you can face life with 
confidence. In this message I 
want to share with you to 
have that confidence and 
will mean in your life . 



Let's begin with the how 
question. How can you and I have 
confidence in today's world? 
What is the basis for confidence 
in the Christian life? In verses 
1-6, Paul pointed out three 

for our confidence. 
/fl; 

the / first reason in 
/ 1 Paul's confidence grew 

out of God's call. "Therefore, 
since we have this ministry" Paul 
said, do not lose heart." 

2 

and was recreated into a new 
person. 

The fact that Jesus Christ had / /...... 
His life so that Paul could 

be ™forgiven of His sins and 
a new life, was a third source of 
Paul's confidence. 

So this Paul said in 
verses 1-6. I do not lose 
but instead I face life 

faith 
spirit se I 
God the Father, I wa 

God the Son, I 
tell us that an God the 

essential ingredient in life is a · 
sense of being needed. Paul Paul said about himself 
derived that sense of being sa · d e 
needed from s Paul had ...... 
a commission from God. He had a we have b n created 
job to do for his master. It was God the God made 
a job which he called even are. The fact that are 
before he born (Gal. 1:15). what we are tall or short, male 

was the source of or female, strong or weak , 
his confidence for life . handsome or homely, is no 

accident but is according to the 
In see two other purpose of God for our lives. 

reasons for his confidence. "For Because the basic givens of our 
God, who said 'Light shall shine lives are determined by God, and 
out of darkness,' is the One because God the Father created us 
has shone in our hearts to give that way, then we, the way 
the light of the knowledge of w. must be worth 
glory of God in the face of I r 
Christ." When remember who are , a 

The phrase, "God said, 
'Light shall shine out of 
darkness'" is a ref e rence to the 
Damascus roa d encounter when Paul 
met Christ and recreated into 
a new pe rson . 

The 
in the 
in His 
source 

fact that God had him 
beginning and created him 

image, was a second 
of Paul's confidence. 

The othe r phra se in verse 6, 
One who has shone in our 

hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in 
the face of Christ" is a 
reference to the Damascus road 
encounter whe n Paul met Christ 

child of God, created in His 
image and according to His 
purpose, we realize that our life 
has worth and v a lue . 

Bibl e says that we 
have God 
So 

--

Sin marred God's original. 
The givens of our life were 
distorted by the devises of t he 
devil. Sin has left its mark on 
our life. But, God didn't leave 
us that way because 2000 years 
ago at Calvary, Jesus, God's 
Son, died on the cross so that we 
might be forgiven of those sins, 
restored to God's fellowship , and 
reclaimed for God's family . 



somet 

have 

job, 

do 
.are 

be gc 
We ar 

I . The 

1. 

2 • 

3 . 

4. 

I I. The 

1. 

II Corinthians 4:1,6-9, and 12 

Reasons for This Confidence 

We have been called into ( vs .1 ) 

We have been created by the Father (vs. 6a) 

We have been converted by the Son (vs. 6b) 

We have been commissioned the (vs. 

Results of This Confidence 

Not pride but Humility (vs. 7) 

1· 
l he 

. im, 
l for 
u ld I 

"I 'm 

ence. 
6b) but 

they 

2 . Not isolation but Insulation (vss. 8-9 ) ____ 
heart 3 . Not self-preservation but ,Serv i ce (vs. 1 2 ) that 

• the 
a faith We can live power may be of God and nor from 
life with an optimistic ourselves." 
If will these 
important iblical truths 
our life: od us 
beginning, od convertf>4l 
Christ the 

us through 
Spirit. wilJ 

are anat 
have been called t o we too, 

Paul, can live life with 
confidence. 

Paul was probably thinking of 
the lam:c.:> which could be 
purchased in the Corinthian 
Marketplace for a paltry price . 
The value of these lamps not 
in their appearance but in their 
function. They held the light so 
it could shine. 

THIS CONFIDENCE DO? 

Now let's answer the what 
question . When we remember who 

are, and are, and 
what we have been called to do, 
and we consequently begin to live 
life with confidence, what will 
it mean in our lives. What 
happens when this confidence 
comes? Paul answered this 
question in verse 7-12. 

Ml amps 
so O the light 

Christ. We are merely vessels 
which contain this treasure. Our 
value is not selves, 

In he tells us the 
first result of confidence: 

l t y . 

a family drove down the 
on day, their five-year 

old son accidently opened the 
door. Fortunately, he held on 

the shines in and through 
us is 

In Paul tells us 
the second result of 
confidence: i solat ion but 

Paul's confidence not 
based happy circumsta No r 

i is confidence isolate him 
from unhappy circumstances. He 
makes this clear in the four 
vivid antitheses in verses 8-9. 

"We are troubled on every 
side, yet not distressed", is the 
first antitheses in verses 8. 



Since Christ gave His life to 
redeem us, we must be worth 
something. 

the Bible says that we 
have been commissioned by God the 

As God called Paul 
commissioned Him to a certain 
job, so God has called us. 

do in we 

To everyone of us this should 
be good news. We are valuable. 
We are worth . We 

have to be by 
life. We do not have to lose 
heart. We do na+. to 

We can face life with 
a faith We can live 
life with an optimistic 
If will these 
important truths about 
our life: od us in the 
beginning, od u in 
Christ Jesus, the God 
comrni s us through 
Spirit. _ ho 

are an ___!:_ 
have been called to dQ.z. we too, 

Paul, can live life with 
confidence. 

THIS CONFIDENCE DO? 

Now let's answer the what 
question. When we remember who 

are , and are, and 
what we have been called to do, 
and we consequently begin to live 
life with confidence, what will 
it mean in our lives. What 
happens when this confidence 
comes? Paul answered this 
question in verse 7-12. 

In 6'£se tells us the 
res ult of confidence: 

door. 

down the 

the 
on 

.• 

. . 
until they could stop and he 
avoided serious injury. That 
night, his mother said to him, 
"Son, you need to thank God for 
saving you today." "Why should I 
thank him?" the boy asked, "I'm 
the one held on." 

I have known people who 
display that kind of confidence. 
It is not Christ-confidence but 
self-confidence. When they say 

can do al 1 things 
hrist who they 

emphasis on t h.a.IL.o.n, 

But notice what Paul said 
verse 7. "But we have 
treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the surpassing greatness of the 
power may be of God and nor from 
ourselves." 

Paul was probably thinking of 
t he pottery which could be 
purchased in the Corinthian 
Marketplace for a paltry price. 
The value of these lamps was not 
i n their appearance but in their 
f unction. They held the light so 
i t could shine. 

were 
sow o the light of 

Christ. We are merely 
which contain this treasure. Our 
v alue is not selves, 
t he 1 shines in and through 
u s 

In tferses 8:]::} Paul tells us 
t he second result of this 
c onfidence: iso l at i on but 

Paul's confidence was not 
based happy circumstances . Nor 
did his confidence isolate him 
from unhappy circumstances. He 
makes this clear in the four 
vivid antitheses in verses 8-9. 

"We are troubled on every 
side, yet not distressed", is the 
first antitheses in verses 8. 



IICt 

of an 
enemy. 

the 

army 
From 
army 

picture is 
surrounding its 
every direction, 
approaches. However, 
route is still open. 

one escape 

The second antithesis is also 
in verse 8: "We are perplexed, 
but not in despair." The picture 
is of an army that is on 
supplies. At the last moment, 
sufficient supplies to see them 
through are discovered. 

The third antithesis is in 
verse 9: "Persecuted but not 
forsaken." "Persecuted" should be 
translated "pursued". The 
picture is of a soldier is in 
retreat. However, he is not 
abandoned by either his commander 
or his comrades. 

"Cast down, but no destroyed' 
is the final contrast, and see 
it in verse 9 . Again, this is a 
battle imagery. The picture is 
of a soldier struck down in 
combat and left for dead. 
However, the wound not a 
death blow, but one from which 
the soldier recovered. 

What Paul saying in these 
He was telling us 

that confidence of the 
life is not developed 

Jived out isolation 
tragedy and trails but in the 

them confident 
does remove us from 

tragedy but instead gives us the 
power to make it through tragedy. 

And then, a third thing, which 
Paul mentioned in verse 12: 
seJf-preseryatio::i service. _ 

4 

those to whom he ministered. His 
life became a source of life to 
the Corinthian Christians. His 
confidence led not to a desire to 
preserve himself but rather his 
confidence issued into a desire 
to serve others. 

Every Christian can live /;Ji.. 
1· e in confident faith because 
o are are 

have been called to 
do. As we live out our faith in 
that confident spirit, it should 
demonstrate itself in t _llese three 
unmistakable humility 

(2) jp§p ] OP 

How need more Christian men 
and women today who will begin to 
live out their Christian lives in 
that kind of confident faith. 

********************************* 
********************************* 

STILL TO IN 
BRIAN'S LINES, 1989 

When Death Comes --
2 Corinthians 5:1-10 

When Growth Comes -
2 Corinthians 6:11 - 7:1 

When Repentance Comes -
2 Corinthians 7:8-12 

When Generosity Comes -
2 Corinthians 8-9 

When Integrity Comes -
2 Corinthians 10-11 

When Strength Comes -
2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

********************************* 
********************************* 

IA Sub.iect: GIVING 
Notice the way he put it: 

death Warren Wiersbe has written, 
you." "Our motive for giving is God's 

spiritual blessing in our lives, 
confident but our measure for giving is 

faith in the midst of suffering God's material blessing." What 
and trouble and even death his beautiful statement of the why 
life became an inspiration to and how much of giving. 

., 




