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JESUS THE LORD 

Let me paint three pictures for you and ask about each a simple question: "What's wrong 
with this picture?" -

Jim joins army. On the day he reports, he walks to and 
buddy, I've signed up for your army. this is way 1t s Im not 

to m·arch. I'm not going to do any kp duty. Im not to clean nfle. Im not go,_ng 
shine my boots. And I'm certainly not going to fight. I'll wear my when I it, 
wake up when want to. And furthermore, I expect to receive regular commendations for 
my good conduct." What's wrong with that picture? 

Here's another. The opposing team's 
defensive line averages 300 pounds per 
man. The offensive line for the home 
team weighs 175 per man. The home 
team has not won a game all year. The 
opposing team is 9-0. The borne team 
receives the kickoff. The coach sends in 
the play. He wants the quarterback to 
hand the ball to Billy Ray, the 150 pound 
running back, on a dive play into the line. 
The quarterback takes the snap, fakes a 
hand off to Billy Ray, and then is creamed 
by the defensive line. The coach sends in 
the play again. He wants the quarterback 
to hand the ball to Billy Ray on a dive play 
into the line. The quarterback takes the 
snap, fakes a hand off to Billy Ray, and 
again is creamed by the defensive line. 
As the team huddles, the coach screams 
from the side line, "I want Billy Ray to get 
the ball." Billy Ray steps back from 
the huddle, takes a look at the defensive 

line on the other side of the ball, and then 
shouts back at the coach, Billy ay 
doesn't want the ball." What's wrong with 
that picture? 

Here's another. person accepts 
Jesus as his Savior and receives 
forgiveness, reconciliation with God, and 
security for his future. But then , this 
person says to Jesus, "This is the way it 
is going to be! I'll do what I want to do, 
when I want to, with whom I want to, and 
how I want to." What's wrong with that 
picture? 

We don't have any trouble 
understanding how the army works. Or 
how a football team operates. But 
sometimes, seems, we don't 
understand how the Christian life works. 
Apparently, we what it 
means to call Jesus 
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Jesus was not just born a baby to 
indicate God's presence among us. Jesus 
did not just travel the country side as a 
teacher to communicate to us the truth 
about the kingdom of God and the will of 
God. Jesus did not become our 
Savior so that He could give us 
forgiveness, access to God, and security. 

Jesus wants to become our Lord. As 
our text puts it, " we do not preach 
ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord." 

What does this title for Jesus 
tell us about Him? 
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Christ is to call the shots in our lives. 
As a head is to a body, as a king is to 

his subjects, as a general is to his troops, 
as a coach is to his team, as a CEO is to 
his corporation, so Jesus is to us. He is to 
be in of our lives. Jesus is the 
Lord of the Christian. 

He is also Lord of the CHURCH. 
To the Ephesian Christians Paul said, 

· o e, in all 
grow into him who the Head, 

that Christ" Christ is to His 
church what the head is to the body. He 

the one who gives us direction. He js 
the one who io the church 

Let me say this as clearly as I can: the 
church is not a democracy. Majority rules 

is not the key to a 

Jesus ls Lord or That means Be 
ls to be the organizing center or our being, star 
by which we determine our pathway, the adviser 

whose help we make our decisions, 
which we receive our lnstrucUons. 

church's effectiveness. 
That is the way we 
operate, logistically. But 
that is not the way we 
operate, actually. If we 
are to be the church, 

That means He is to be the organizing 
center of our being, the star by which we 
determine our pathway, the source from 
which we receive our instructions. He is 
the Lord of the Christian. 

Whether it is expressed in the prayer 
of Bobby Richardson, "Dear God, Your 
will, nothing more, nothing less, nothing 
else, Amen," or in the simple statement of 
William Carey, "I am not my own," or in 
the words David Livingston penned in his 
diary, "My Jesus, my life, my friend, my 
Savior, my Lord, my all. Here again 
tonight I give my all to you," however it is 
expressed, the point is the same - Jesus 

we must discover what 
Christ wants us to do and then to do that. 
Operating on the basis of a 
just provides more people to discern 
Christ's will. We can be unanimous in 
every decision we make as a church, but 
if those decisions are contrary to the 
purpose and plan of Jesus Christ, then 
we are not the church. Jesus is Lord of 
the church. 

Jesus is also Lord of the COSMOS. 
To espouse what one man has called 

an "area code" theology that limits 
Christ's reign to individual hearts or to 
that fellowship of the faithful we call the 
church, is to miss the most mind
expanding truth of the Bible. Jesus is also 

_ 
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Jesus preceded all things. Jesus separated from themselves. To call 
created all things. And now, having been Jesus Lord is to acknowledge we belong 
exalted to the right hand of God, Jesus to Him. He bought us and now He owns 
presides over us. We are to be totally at 
all things. Jesus enormous even His disposal. All our money, 
sits at the around, but one clearly proclaimed all our time, all our talents, 
headquarters of ln the Word or God- the or the or all our relationships --
the universe. t Jesus reaches to and Includes all or the everything we are and have 
is a truth too cosmos. belongs to Him. He is our 
enormous for owner. 
us to even wrap our minds around, but To call 
one which is clearly proclaimed in the u 
Word of God -- the extent of the Lordship If Jesus is our that makes us 
of Jesus Christ reaches to and includes His servant. The servant has only one 
all the cosmos. responsibility, and that is obedience. 

Now, let's bring all of this to Jesus as Lord is to resign as the 
very personal level and ask the question:- general manager of our lives and let Him 

take over. To declare Jesus as Lord 
What does this title for Jesus 

tell about us? 

The term outlines the scope of 

To call Jesus Lord means He is OUR 
OWNER. 

man who owns a house. To call Jesus 
o~ hen means He is owner. We 

belong to Him. 
Paul put it like this in omans 

" none o us o · self one 
of s dies to himself alone. If we 

live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we 
die to the Lord. So, whether we live or 

we belong to the Lord." 
The problem with many Christians 

today, the reason they do not experience 
the joy of living under the Lordship of 
Christ, is not that they are not separated 
from the world. The problem is they are 

means to bring into captivity every 
thought to the will of Jesus Christ. That is 
done by: living in daily communion with 
him; maintaining a relationship with other /411 
servants of Christ; carefully correcting the 
input that goes into our mind; and seeking 
in everything we do to please Him. 

Jesus is our owner -- that means 
everything we are and have belongs to 
Him. 

Jesus is our master -- that means 
everything we do or say is determined by 
Him. 

This is the key idea in the Christian 
life, the central concept of the Christian 
faith: ' e ot ourselves, 
bot Christ as Lora." 

If someone knows that you are a 
Christian, and then watches the way you 
live, will they say to themselves: "There's 
something wrong with this picture?" 
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JESUS THE LORD 

II Corinthians 4 :5 (NLV) : "We don 't go around 
preaching ourselves; we preach Christ Jesus, the Lord. 
All we say about ourselves is that we are your servants 
because of what Jesus has done for us." 

Introduction: What's wrong with this picture? 
1. Jimmy and the army 
2. Billy Ray and the football 
3. A Christian and his attitude 

I. WHAT DOES THIS TITLE FOR JESUS TELL 
US ABOUT HIM? 

1. He is Lord of the CHRISTIAN 
-- II Cor. 5: 15 
-- Christ is to be the organizing center of our 
being. 

2. He is Lord of the CHURCH 
--Eph. 4 :15 
Christ gives directions to and rules the church. 

3. He is Lord of the COSMOS. 
--Matt. 28:18b: "All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth. 
--The extent of His Lordship reaches to and 
includes all of the cosmos. 
--Since he is Lord of the cosmos, we are ordered 
to go into all the world. (Matt. 28:19-20) 

II. WHAT DOES THIS TITLE FOR JESUS TELL 
US ABOUT US? 

1. He is our OWNER 
--Matt. 20:8, Mark 13:35, Romans 14:7-8 

2. He is our MASTER 
--John 13: 13: "You call me Master and Lord 
and you say well, for so I am." 
--To declare Jesus as Lord means to bring into 
captivity every thought to the will of Jesus 
Christ. 

Application: If someone knows you are a Christian, 
and then watches the way you live, will they say to 
themselves, "There is something wrong with this 
picture?" 




