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SPIRITUAL THROUGH ACTIVE CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

II Cor . 3 :7-8;18. 
"And all of us, '":I th faces uncovered, because we 

continue to reflect like mirrors the splendor of the Lord, are 
being transformed (metamorphoomai) into likeness to Him, 
from one degree of splendor to another, since it comes from 
the Lord who is the Spirit . " 

Intro.: WHEN DR . R. G. LEE WAS PRESIDENT OF THE S.B.C. HE WAS 
ASKED THE QUESTION, "WHAT DO S.B. NEED HE REPLIED , 
NEED TO LIVE LIKE CHR I ST . " 

THE WRITER OF NEED WHEN HE 
SAYS, "LET US GO SAYS, "REACHING 
FORTH ••• I PRESS THE MARK11 • • • WHICH IS THE PERFECTION 
FOUND IN CHRI6T. 

THE WORLD IS LOOKI NG FOR SOMEONE WHO LIVES LIKE JESUS • 
YOUNG HAD EXPLAINED TO HER 6 YEAR OLD DAUGHTER ALL THE 
WONDERFUL THINGS THAT JESUS DID, WHAT HE SAID, HIS COMPASSION 
FOR OTHERS AND THE SACRIFICE MADE. TURN I NG HER BIG BLUE 
EYES TOWARD HER THE LITTLE GIRL ASKED, 11 BUT IS 
JESUS I I KE ANYONE I KNOW?" THAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE 
TO HAV E POINTED TOWARD YOU AND SAYD, "YES, DAUGHTER, JESUS 
JUST LIKE THAT CHRISTIAN." 

CHRIS HAS GIVEN US TWO IN THE FI CALLS FOR 
REPENTANCE AND SALVATION; THE SECOND CALLS FOR SPIRITUAL 
I NTO THE LIK ENESS OF CHRIST. CHRIST ESTABLISHED THE CHURCH IN 
ORDER THAT THE SECOND MIGHT BE FULFILLED. FO 
SP I RI TUAL GROWTH COMES THROUGH ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP. 

I. It rovides O ortunities f or ment 
--Rm. 11 And be not conformed to this world: but be 

ye t ransformed by the renewing of mind, (b) that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect will of God." 
Throu h stud 

--II Tim. 2 : 15 11 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth" (Wm. "Who properly 
presents the message of truth"). 
(1) i ch safeguards against return of sin 

--"Thy Word have I hid in my heart that I 
not sin against thee . " 
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s shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." Christ 

God's .word to defeat temptation. 
(2) i~- in tl\e of God's will 

-- om. 12:2b 
: You will never know God's will uvtil you 

listen to God's Word. 
(3) results in growth 

--II Peter 3:18a "But grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

How can you "grow in the knowledge of 
Christ" apart from Bible study? 

Paul speaks of Christians who don't grow 
as "babes in Christ." A baby is characterized 
by at least 3 traits (1) knowledge; 
(2) is self-centered; (3) is i rresponsible. 

I love babies, but I don't think I would 
want a congregation of nothing but babies. 

of babies as those who have 
"no language but a cry." How Christians 
have "no a cry!" 

2. h Christian Service 
--Psalm 100 : 2 "Serve the Lord with gladness." 

(1) enables you to be a to others. 
--Mark 9:41 "For shall give you a cup of 

water to drink in my name, because. ye belong to 
Christ, verily I say unto you, he shall not 
his reward . " 

Gets your mind off of yourself. 
(2) Which makes 

Simon Peter at first weak fearful . LateJ 
bold preacher on Day of Pentecost & still 

later, he said to those who could take his life 
"We ought to obey God rather than men." 

"God is not through making you." Little 
cripple girl who could not run & play like othe1 
children asked mother, "Why did God make me 
way?" 

Throu 
--Heb. "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 

together, as the manner of some is ; but exhorting 
one another : & so much the more, as ye see the day 

II 



II. 

(1) Which encourages one another 
--Heb. 10 : 25 (above) "exhorting" 

We all have our faults, but we are to 
encourage other. The is not a, 
museum -- it is a hospital 

(2) Which promotes praier e another 
• We share one another's burdens pray for 

each other. 
(3) W brings for one another 

: The more I come active church 
members the more I respect them. Most criticismi 
of them comes from those who are present 
to know who is active! 

My experience at Tab. with family who 
like preacher.u 

"And 
all nations." 

s 
be published among 

1. e h 
said unto them, ye into all the 

world, preach the gospel to every creature." 
The church provides an avenue for you to have 

a part in world-wide missions such as can be found 
nowhere else i .e. pet projects, radio efforts, etc. , 

(1) incruaes needs at 
--Acts 1 :8 shall be witnesses unto me both in 

Jerusalem" 

(2) Which includes needs across the na io 
- -Acts 1 :8 in all Judaea in Samaria" 

(3) Which includes needs abroad 
--Acts 1:8 "And unto uttermost part of the earth' 



him." 

day of the week let every 
store, as God hath 

: New Testament stewardship can be practiced only 
through the New Testament church . All this record 
of giving in New Testament is the joint effort of 
active church members through their church. 

(1) ich is riod 
--"Upon the fi rst day of the week11 

Next Sunday is Demonstration Day when all 
us will demonstrate the real potentiality of our 

t ithe of 1 week's pay. 
-inc us _ 

every one of 

(3) s 
God hath pr ospered him." 

• The proportion which the early 
understood was the tithe . Jesus said, 

to have done" 
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III. It a 
--Act 4:13 "Now when they saw the boldness of Peter & John, 

••• they marvelled; & they took knowledge of them, that 
they have been with Jesus." 



I . e 
- -Matt . "Let your light so shine before men , that 

they may see your good works , and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven . " 

: What kind of example are you sitting home, etc . ? 
(1) hie your to Chri t 

- -Jesus said e are my \Te do whatsoever 
I commana you . " 'J!< 

Which strengthens the witness of your church 
- - 1 Cor . 14:8 "For if the trumpet give an uncertain 

sound, who shall prepare himself to the batt le?" 
2 . Throu h ersonal Soul-

--Prov. 11:30 "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of 
life ; and he that winneth souls i s wise . " 

(1) Which usual l y is not done apar from the churc 
How many of you who are inactive in your 

church have won a soul to Chri s t this year? You 
need the church for inspiration to wi tness . 

(2) hich brings strengthening knowledge to you 
--James "Let him know, that he which converteth 

the sinner from the error of his way shall s ave 
a soul from death, and shall hide a multitud e of 
sins." 

• The reas suring joy derived from winning a 
man to Jesus! 

(3 ) Which imparts the promise of heavenly rewards 
"And they that turn many to right eous 

ness (shall shine) as the s t ars for ever and 
ever . " 

3. Church Pro r 
--Matthew 16:lBb "Upon this rock I will build my church; 

and the gates. of hell shall no t prevail against it . " 
(offensive -- not defensive) 

: The day has long passed when a church can si t 

( 1) 

(2) 

idly by, being passed by the progr ess of the 
community, and still retain the respect and 
those about it . 
Which strains to t he mas ses 

"Christ died for the ungodly" 
poor; educated and uneducated ; and 
all . 

plans for the future 

rich, 
must welcom 



Con.: 

(3) ch builds for the future 
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