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no 
over our faces; we can be mirrors that 
brightly reflect the glory of the Lord. And 
as the Spirit of the Lord works within us 

' we become more and more like him. 
we all, with 3 beholding as in a 

the of the Lord, are being ctransformed into the same 
ima e from lor to glory, just as from Lord the S irit. 

A BLUEPRINT FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
2 Corinthians 3:18 

(A Sermon on Spiritual Growth) 

Sullivan (1892-1949), 
American psychiatrist and 

an intriguing statement 
one time. He sai "Most people are 

of the persons they might have 
been." Let me paraphrase that to say, "Most 
Christians are caricatures of the persons 
they could be." 

is true, and I believe it is, it 
is because we have never understood that 
the Christian life is not a once for all event 
but a process. Christianity is not a state 

but a state of becomin . 
Christians today are like 

little girl fell out of bed one night. 
When her mother ran into the room, picked 
her up and asked what happened, the little 
girl responded, ' I guess I fell asleep too 
close to where I got in " That has happened 
to many people spiritually. They joined the 
family of through a personal 
commitment to Jesus Christ, but then they 
fell asleep too close to where they got in. 

message we need to sound out 
in our is the to spiritual 
growth. "Jut I Am" has the 

eme song of the What we mean 
is that accepts us and loves us just as 
we are. And praise His name, He does. But 

ave the phrase "just as I am" 
from the realm of conversion, where it 

belongs, to the realm of the 

ll 

Christian life where it does not belong. The 
Bible makes very clear that although 
loves us and accepts us the way we are, 
He does not want us to stay the way we 
are. He us to grow up in our 
Christian lives. He wants us to move 
toward spiritual maturity. 

In our text, perhaps the golden text 
spiritual maturity, we have a blueprint 

for spiritual growth. 

The Rule 

irst of all, this verse gives us the 
for Christian Paul said, "But 

we all are being changed into the same 
image." The image Paul referred to, of 
course, was the image of Christ. The 
ultimate goal of is that we 

become like Jesus Christ. The rule 
by which our spiritual growth is to be 
measured is Jesus Christ Himself. It is ' 
important for us to remember this, because 
we are confronted with many different 
ideals toward which we are to strive, many 
different measurements of maturity 

Some sa rson is mature · • 
he i to s . Fit into 

i the we are told. That is tfie 
But sometimes, adjusting ourselves to our 
surroundings might be adjusting ourselves 
to immaturity. 
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.,_,.., sixth son of 
told father " n't have 

do my homework anym . " When asked 
why, he answered, " adjusted myselfi 
to inferior That boy was adjusted 
to his surroundings, but 

we 
rich and famous of our 

that the · · e is to be like them. 
The examples range from athletes to movie 
stars to political figures to world famous 
personalities. The challenge that constantly 
bombards us is to be like them. 

In contrast, our text suggests the 
goal of the Christian life is not to adjust to 
our surroundings nor to match some 
m m hero. It is to be like Jesus 

He is our model. We are to be like 
Him. The pathway to spiritual growth 
begins with that recognition. 

The Recipients 

Second, Paul indicated those who 
can the recipients of spiritual growth. 

, " he declared, ' are transformed into 
at same image." It almost my 

breath away when I realize the full 
implications of that little word, "ill." Do 
you know what it means? That word "all" 

cans two things. 
First, · t means each one of us has 

to The church 
is full of Christians who are content with 
where they are in their spiritual journey . 

J (1836-1895), 
educator and i 

in last · htly 
sai "If the doctrine of sinless perfection 
a the doctrine of contenunent with 
sinful imperfection is a greater heresy." It 
is our responsibility as a Christian to do 
what needs to be done so we can be 
transformed into the image of Christ. When 

refuse to the pathway that leads to 
growth, we are sinning against God. 
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There is another- message here. That 
word "all" means that each of us has 
the POSSIBILITY to grow:. Spiritual growth 
is a possibility to everyone of us. If we do 
not like who we are 

e c change. do not 
to stay the way we . Whatever our 

.J.i_!µation, whatever our 
whatever our age -- we can move forward 
on the road toward spiritual maturity. We 
are never too young nor too old to grow 
spiritually. 

The Road 

How c it How can we all 
be changed into the image of Christ? Listen 
to what Paul ' Bu . . 

the are 
into the same at 

first glance might seem to be 
is, when fully understood, 

astonisbiogJy profound method are 
to as Christian ? aul sai 

road to spiritual growth is ' . 
" 

is a life n 
involved We are made into the image 
of that thing upon which we habitually 
concentrate our attention. The process of 

growth is simply a matter of_$.: 
directin_g changing it 

and succes 
concentration, and failur 
concentration, and . concentration into 
concentration upon the Lord. 
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l truer 
an more I 

Until and unless we find time in 
our day by day life to concentrate on the 
Lord Jesus, through prayer and Bible study 
and public worship and personal study and 
meditation -- until we begin to concentrate 
upon the glory of Christ_ instead of the 
glitter of the world, we will never move 

Torward toward spiritual maturity, for Paul 
said this is the road that leads there. 

Results 




