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WHEN INTEGRITY COMES 
2 Corinthians 10-11 

(Ninth in series of 
January Bible 

Henry was an American 
statesman whose desire to be 
President was never fulfilled. 
Yet, he was continually in the 
running for the office. Thus, 
his political advisors were 
always conscious of the positions 
he took and the declarations he 
made. On one occasion, when Clay 
took an unpopular stand on an 
issue he felt strongly about, his 
advisors said, "Hr. Clay. If you 
take that position, you will 
never be President." Clay 
responded, "I'd rather be 
than be 

Such a stand uncommon for 
politicians for many seem 
to be more concerned with what is 
convenient than with what is 
right. In arena of ife 

a 

oliticians preachers 
are their positions 
because of immorality. 

and of 
are losing their lives because of 
drug abuse. are being 
indicted almost as often as they 
are delivering indictments 
because of misuse of power and 
position . We are in the midst 
an integrity crisis today. 

The Corinthian 
Paul's day was also 
integrity crisis. Paul 
the issue in our text. 

church .in 
facing an 
confronted 

ten sermons on 2 Corinthians, 
Study Book for 1990) 

to the defense at 
of orinthians 10 

ously explained . 
received some 

i from Corinth 
which ut him on the defensive 
agai Some say the shift in tone 
was simply a manifestation of 
Paul's personality. 
thers suggest aul b ged 
u lences in chapter 10. Paul 

shifted his attention from the 
church as a whole to his critics 
in the church. 

do for certain . 
Paul felt the need to 

defend his 
particularly at the point of his 
nt Paul's integrity had 

questioned. Paul affirmed 
his integrity and explained the 
source of it. 

FOLLOW CHRIST'S 
10:1-2 

First, 
comes when 
example. 

Paul said 
follow 

integrity 
Christ's 

aul ed he was 
from the other 

leaders in Corinth. 
were , aggressive and bold, · 

constantly claiming their rights 
and exerclzing their authority. 
In contrast, Paul chose to live 
his life like Jesus did, in 
"meekness and gentleness" 1) . 

obvious in tone 
the end of 

is meekness? Meekness 
is the attitude which submits 
God, regardless of the outward 



I --

circumstances. It , is the 
attitude of a woman whose son was 
seriously injured in an accident 
and whose husband had a heart 
attack he heard the news. 
Consequently, her son and husband 
were both in intensive care units 
of the hospital. When the pastor 
came to console her, she 
responded, "Pastor, I'm not going 
to reach a final conclusion about 
all of this until God is through 

it." That's meekness. 

What is gentleness? 
Gentleness is the outward 
manifestation of that inward 
virtue. It is the attitude of 
President Ronald Reagan who, at 
the beginning of his first term 
in office, wounded by an 
assassin's bullet. The President 
told a pastor friend, Donn 
Moomaw, that he prayed as he lay 
in the hospital emergency room. 
"What did you Moomaw 
asked . The President responded, 
"My prayer was for myself and the 
one shot me, and the prayer 
was, 'God, send healing for both 
of us . '" That's geptleness. 

In verse 2, Paul warned that 
he could be forceful if the 
situation demanded it. Yet, 
Paul did not choose to operate in 
this manner. Be wanted to 
display in his life the same 
meekness and gentleness which 
Jesus had displayed in Bis life . 
Paul chose this manner not out of 
fear but because of his faith. 

When we follow the pattern 
of the world, using intimidation 
and manipulation, c is 
more important than integrity . 
However, when follow the 
example of Christ, displaying 
gentleness and meekness, the 
result is i e rit. 

Which best 
you carry 
service? 
meekness 

out 
Do 

and 

describes as 
your Christian 

you exhibit the 
gentleness of 

2 

Christ? Or do you use the tools 
of intimidation and manipulation? 
Are you more concerned with what 
is or with what is 

Integrity comes 
the example of Christ. 

SEEK CHRIST'S APPROVAL 
10: 5· 

Second, 
comes when 
approval. 

Paul said integrity 
seek Christ's 

People are motivated by one 
of three desires. 

t Some are motivated by the 
opinions of others. 

is their primary 
concern. They do what they do to 
please their peers. Before every 
decision they ask the question, 
"ijhat will think?" 

J. Some are motivated by their 
own opinion of t hemsel ves. 
I is the key . 
They they do to satisfy 
self. Before decision they 
ask the question, "What do I 
to 

Some are motivated by God's 
opinion of them. 
is their chief aim in life . They 
do what they do to glorify God. 
Before decision their 
question is, does God want 
me to do?" 

Apparently, Paul's critics 
in Corinth were motivated by the 
desire to im other people 
or to their own image. 
That motive determined their 
methods and their manner of life. 
Paul, on the other hand, 
motivated by his desire to 

Paul to bring "every 
thought captive to the obedience 
of Christ" (10:5) . The picture 
is · of an army going out to 
battle, winning the and 
then taking the enemy as 



prisoners of war. 

Our thoughts and plans are 
often set in motion to 
others or to our image. 
Such an approach to life leads a 
person to do what is convenient 
instead of what is right. Instead 
of thinking and planning in such 
a way, Paul said our thoughts and 
plans are to be set in motion to 

. t. 

Before every decision, in 
every relationship, dealing with 
every challenge, we are to ask 
the question, "What would Jesus 
have me to do? 

What audience do you play 
to? Is your primary motive to 

3 

your 
peers, o o God? If you 
are motivated most by the desire 
to please yourself will 
focus on what If 
you are motivated most by the 
desire to please your 
will focus on what is 
However, if you are 
most by the desire to glorify 

will focus on what is 
The .result is integrity. 

WE OBEY CHRIST'S 
10: -

Third, integrity comes when 
obey Christ's command. 

When Paul met Christ on the 
Damascus road, Christ called 
Paul as Bis missionary to the 
Gentiles (Acts 26:16-18). That 
commission compelled Paul every 
day of his life. 

Paul 
was continuously motivated by the 
commission Christ gave him on the 
Damascus road. Paul did not try 
t o match up to someone else's 

Be did not try to 
emulate someone else's 
Be did not try to duplicate 
s omeone else's Paul 
simply lived in obedience to 
Christ's commission for his life. 
That commission was to preach the 
Gospel to the Gentiles, and that 
commission included the 
Corinthians. 

The Corinthians accused Paul 
of extending the boundaries of 
his authority. Even if they 
admitted Paul did have some 
authority because of Christ's 
commission, they concluded that 
his authority did not extend to 
Corinth. 

Paul responded to 
accusation with a question: 
is the boundary of 
responsibility determined?" 

The 

their 

one's 

is found verse ey 
"measure themselves by 
themselves." That is, they 
decided themselves and 
Christ wanted them to minister. 
Then, because they measured up to 
their own standards, they 
commended each other for being 
spiritual . 



"Bow is the of 
one's responsibility to be 
determined?" is found in verse 
13. u measured himserf 
"the measure of the sphere which 
God apportioned. " That is, Paul 
discerned how and where Christ 
wanted him to minister. The 
boundaries of his authority were 
not determined him but 
Christ . 

God had called Paul to 
Bis minister to the Gentiles. 
Bis mission field was world. 
Therefore, when Paul came to 
Corinth he was not extending 
beyond the boundaries that God 
had set for his ministry . Paul 
reminded his critics that he 
"the first to come even as far as 

in the gospel of Christ (v . 
14). Since Paul initiated the 
ministry in Corinth, how could he 
be an intruder? Paul's critics 
were the intruders. 

c r i_:tj.c s accuse d him 
of intrud i ng in their 
On the contrary, Paul confirmed 
that his desire was always to 
pioneer in new areas. It was 
that desire to pioneer in 
undeveloped areas that · led him to 
Corinth in the first place . 

s ame desire put into his 
heart vision to preach the 
Gospel in Rome and beyond 

Like John Wesley in a 
later generation, Paul said to 
the Corinthians, parish is 
the world . " 

When you follow the agenda 
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t motivated Paul was not 
his to Christ 
he which Christ had 

d to him on the Damascus 
Paul was also motivated by 

for the Corinthians. 

of which Paul 
spoke 

e 
Picture a husband who is so 
insecure in his relationship with 
his wife that be overreacts to 
every conversati on she has with 
another is 
On the other hand, picture a 
mother who is so concerned for 
the welfare of her daughter that 
she guards her against 
relationship which endangers her 
life. hat is d jealousy. 

did Paul feel this godly 
jea toward tbe Corinthians? 
Paul pictured the Corinthian 
church as his He 

h to them. He them 
through their earl y He 

to as His 
bride. Paul wanted that 
relationship between the church 
and Christ to be without blemish. 
Therefore, guard 
them 

Because he 
he warned 

do? 
of others, you will be conformed 
into the shape of the world. you 

do 

However, when you follow Christ's 
command, you will do what is 
right . The result is integrity . 

PRACTICE CHRIST'S 

Fourth, integrity comes when 
we practice Christ's love . 

If 




