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SOLOMON--THE WISE 

SCRIPTURE: I I Chronicle s 1:7-12 

INTRO: SOLOMON WAS THE TENTH SON OF DAVID. HE WAS 
SECOND SON OF BATHSHEBA AND HER FAVORITE. WHEN 
KING DAVID WAS OLD AND ILL SHE PLEADED WITH HIM TO 
NAME SOLOMON AS HIS SUCCESSOR AND HE DID. 

THERE IS SOMETHING STRIKINGLY DIFFERENT ABOUT 
SOLOMON WHEN SEEN IN LIGHT OF HIS PREDECESSORS. 
THERE IS AN ABSENCE OF THE DRAMATIC ELEMENT. 

ALL THE PREVIOUS FLGURES HAVE STOOD IN CRITICAL 
SITUATIONS. NOAH IN THE PRESENCE OF THE DIVINE 
JUDGMENT, ABRAHAM IN HIS ARDUOUS MISSION, JOSEPH IN 
HIS DUNGEON, MOSES IN HIS DESERT, DAVID IN HIS EXILE 
FROM HOME AND COUNTRY--ALL HAVE EXHIBITED THE SPEC
TACLE OF DIFFICULTY AND DANGER. IN SOLOMON WE HAVE 
A LIFE WHERE THE DIFFICULTY AND DANGER ARE NOT 
HIBITED. THEY ARE THERE; BUT THEY ARE UNSEEN. 

WHAT WE DO SEE, IN THE FOREGROUND, IS AN EVENT 
WHICH WILL BE FOUND TO PERTAIN TO THE LIFE OF EVERY 
YOUNG MAN IN THE WORLD--THE CHOICE OF A PROFESSION. 
SOLOMON IS ASKED, AS MANY BOYS AND ALL YOUTHS ARE 
ASKED , WHAT HE WOULD LIKE TO BE. HE WAS ALREAD Y A 
KING; BUT ONE MAY BE A KING IN MANY WAYS. SOLOMON 

ASKED WHAT GIFT HE WOULD CHIEFLY PRIZE AS A SIGN 
OF REAL GREATNESS. THERE IS SPREAD BEFORE HIM A 
CHOICE OF GOLDEN POSSIBILITIES. WOULD HE BE RICH? 
WOULD HE BE WOULD HE BE FAMOUS? WOULD 
HE BE AN OBJECT OF ADMIRATION? WOULD HE BE A WISE 
MAN? SOLOMON SAYS, 'LET ME BE WISE!' 

HIS CHOICE AND USE OF DISCOVER 
THREE THINGS WISDOM SEEKS . 

I. 
Ill"',:~- I,, 

WISDOM SEEKS PEACE ,,, 
--Proverbs 3:13 & 17 "Happy is t he man t hat find 

e th wi sdom , and t he man t ha t gettet h understand
ing. Her ways are way s of pleasantness, and 
a l l her paths are peace. " 

--Note: The name "Solomon" means "Peace" or 
"Pe acable." His wisdom led him to live up t o 
his name . 

--Note: One of hi s early cases wa s that o f t he 
two prostitutes dwe lling in the same house , e ach 
o f whom g av e birth t o b ab ies born within three 
d a y s of each other . One b a by d ied i n the night 
when its mother, in her slee p, l ay over it. 



The real mother of the child ade ex
planation to King So lomon: 

"And in the middle of the night she got 
up and took my son from beside me while your 
servant was asleep; she put him to her breast 
and put her own dead son t o mine. When I got 
up to suckle my chi ld, there he was, d e ad. 
But in the morning I looked at him carefully, 
and he was not the child I had borne at al l ." 
Then the other woman spoke. "That is not true ! 
Your son is the dead one, mine is the live one . ' 
And so they wrangled before the king." ... "Bring 
me a sword," said t he king; "Cut the living · 
child in two .. . and g i ve half to one, half t o 
the other." At this the woman who was the 
other of the living child addressed the king , 

for she bur ned with pity for her son. "lf it 
please you, y lord," she said, "let them 
gi v e he r the child; only do not let them think 
of killing it." But the other said, "He shall 
belong to neither of us. Cut him up." Then 
the king gave his decision. "Giv e child 
to the first woman ... and do not kil l h im . She 
is his mothe r." 

(I Kings 3: 1 9-28, JB ) 
Onlookers were awed at Solomon's wisdom, 

his innate knowledge of human nature , a nd his 
sense of justice. 

--Note: Did you ever ask yourself why is Solo
man's decision to ask for so highly 
comme nde d? The answer seems clear. His d e 
cision is applauded, not mainly because it 
was a proof of personal character, but because 
it furnishe d the hope o f escape from a nation a l 
danger. If set his heart either 
upon riches or upon military glory, there would 
have been no guarantee that it would have grown 
into t he stro ng and pe ace fu l natio n i t d i d. 

Now voice of David is still! His 
prese nce has been withdrawn; another stands 
in the place he used to occupy. David is 
dead, and a man of d i fferent mould has mount
ed the r o strum. Will Solomon sway the masses 
as Dav i d d i d? By natural gifts, no. In every 
respe ct the different. e xtem-
poraneous ; is elabora prepared. 
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avid spoke in outBursts; in 
rounded periods. _ _ unconventional ; 
ola is steeped in culture. 

to human experience; olo expounds abstract 
principles. v · revealed the 
exhibits the scholar. was the sermon; 
So omon gives the sermon. Clearly, if each 
is to be judged by his natural powers, the 
seco nd cannot keep together audience o f 
the first. 

Young Solomon had a problem before him. 
He had to ask himself the question, How can I 
bring peace to a nation that is so disturbed? 

We are under the impre ssion be a 
king in .times of open revolution is a more 
arduous thing than to be a king in times of un
expre sse d dissatisfaction. It is the reverse. 
In times of open revolution a sovereign re
quires but one adequate army. But 
when the currents are underground, when the 
factions are invisible, inaudible, undefinable, 
when the ferment of disconte nt is working be
low the surface, he who guides the state must 
have the powers of a prophet. He must have 
the gift of imagination, the gift of insight, 
above all, that gift which defies definition-
the thing called t act. The man who can pre
serve tranquillity among elements of inward 
discord is every inch a king. 

Now, remember that for nearly forty years 
this was what Solomon did. His is character
istically the reign of peace; there is ot 
such a period of protracted peace in all the 
Jewish annals. 

--Beatitude: "Blessed are the peaceMAKERS." You 
must make peace happen. People into war, 
not peace ... 

--ILLUS: Only e igh t perce nt o f the time since t he 
beginning of recorded history has the world 
entirely at peace. In over 3,100 years, only 
286 have been warless and 8,000 treatie s have 
been broken in this time. 

--ILLUS: Dr. Robert Oppenheimer, who supervised 
the creation of the first atomic bomb, appear 
ed before a Congre ssional Committee. The y in-
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quired of him if there were any defense 
aga i nst the weapon. "Certainly," the great 
p hysicist replied. 

"And that is--" 
Dr. Oppenheimer looked over the hushed, 

expe ctant audience and said softly: "Peace." 
--No t e : No intelligence is requirea to create 

confl i ct. It is the nature of some animals 
to l ive i n a world o f conflict. Hitler 
plunged the world into World War II. Jesus 
Christ, the wisest man who ever lived, came 
a s the "Prince of Peace." 

II. WISDOM SEEKS UNITY 
--Proverbs 6:19 "These ... things doth the Lord 

hate ... A false witness that speaketh lies, 
AND HE THAT SOWETH DISCORD AMONG BRETHREN." 

--Prov e rbs 28:25"He that is of a proud hear t 
stirreth up strife." 

--Note: Wisdom works for unity. How was 
this to be done? One of two methods was 
available--the awakening of a common danger 
or the suggestion of a common interest. The 
former has been the usual method of kings 
i n the circumstances of Solomon; they have 
sought to purchase domestic peace by the 
incurring of foreign war. A nation divided 
by factions has often been driven into unity 
by the call to arm against another nation. 
It was so with the France of 1792; it was so 
with the Germany of 1870. Many a despot 
has found outside war conducive to his in
door peace and has not hesitated to strike 
the match of international discord. It was 
the successful policy of Napoleon the Great . 

But it was not the pol icy of King Solo
mon . He felt that to cure strife by t his 
me ans was but a poor salvation--that to he al 
domesti c discord by fore ign discord was but 
a superficial gain . He wanted peace all 
round--peace not only in the inner parts, but 
o n the borders a nd at the gate s. Accordingly, 
he chose another way. Rejecting the aid of a 
c ommon danger , he turned f or support t o a 
common intere s t. It s eeme d to him that he 
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could best reconcile his own tribe with the 
refractory tribes, to them 
a rather than a negative ground f o r 
union. It was for this that he strove through 
all the years. His whole reign was an appli-
cation of his principle. Sometimes he chose 
right measures, sometimes wrong; but with the 
principle itself he wa s never inconsi stent. 

His ship s travel the seas · n search of 
merchandise; they touch at every port e 
spirit of commerce dwells. His caravans ran e 
the land in the s e rvice of the trader; they go 
forth wi th native produce and return with for 
eign treasure. His commercial enterorise ex
tends to all regions. It visits T re. It 
reaches Arabia E t, and Bab lon. The aim of 
Solomon was to keep the mind of the in 
unite d emp loyment . was a cause in which 
they might work together! Here was at once a 
labour and a pleasure in whose pursuit each 
might forget its wrongs and become the al l y 
of the other! 

--Ephesians 4:3 We as Christians are enco uraged 
"To keep the unity of the Spiri t i n t he bond o f 
pe ace ." 

--ILLUS: "No man is an island," said poet John 
Donne. I believe every man is an island, but 
there are no limits t o the bridge s or harbo rs 
one can build. 

--ILLUS: The year of 1730, a notable one f o r 
American Christianity, witnessed the arr i val 
o f 26-ye a r - o ld George Whi t e f ield,. a l ready f amous 
for his evangelical p r eaching in England. 
Whitefield, a of England priest, welcomed 
as colaborers Baptist, Quakers, 
Lutherans, Congregationalists, Dutch Reformed, 
a nd anyone e l se who p r e ache d i nd i vidua l con
vers ion. As he crossed the Atlantic, e wrote 
to a clergyman friend in England: "The parti
tion wall has for some time been broken down 
out of my heart, and I can truly say whoe ver 
loves the Lord Jesus, 'the same is my bro t her , 
a nd s i s t e r, and mot her .'" 
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III. WISDOM SEEKS GOD'S GLORY 
--Note: In a time when so many seem to be 

determinea to build institutions and ove
ments in their own name and for their own 
glory it is especially necessary that we 
practice that kind of wisdom which seeks 
God's glory. 

--I Kings 8:13-lSa "I have surely built thee 
an house to dwell in, a settled place f o r 
thee to abide in for ever. And the king 
turned his face about, and blessed all the 
congregation of Israel: (and all the con
gregation of Israel stood;) And he said, 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel." 

--Note: The temp l e had so much gold that 
must have shone in the light, even inside, 
for the altar, the table for the Bread of 
the Presence, and the l ampstands were of 
pure go,1d, as well as the cups, snuffers, 
basins, dishes for incense, and firepans. 
Even the floor and doors were plated with 
gold. 

--Note: Why did he build that temple? What 
was his motive for the e r e ctio n o f the edi
face? To fulfil a wish of his father? 
Partly. To satisfy a personal impulse of 
devotion? Partly. But I think neither of 
these standing alone nor both united wouia 
have impelled Solomon to such a work. What 
Solomon wanted above all things was to 
glorify God. 

Two rival we r e dividing his 
empire--the house of David and the house of 
Saul. To the heart of Solomon there came 
the· suggestion of a third and higher watch
word--the house of God. Mi ght not the two 
othe r houses be united this wider bui lding 
built to the glory of God. _ not the 
memory of t he long feud be made to p e rish 
in the common effort to inaugurate another 
kingdom, in the co-operation of both parties 
for the construction of a new and glorious 
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Can you fail to see how in the 
of this temp et el ea o common co-operation 
occupies so prominent a place! Wh ar o ny 
invited to contribute gifts? Why are such 
numbers solicited to lend a hand? is the 

ided and 'ubdivided between so many 
of labourers? 
is there such an enormous number of 

as a hundred and 
hundred in a work protracted over seven 

years? Can there be any answer but one? 
wants his people to be able to say, not 
'Solomon did it,' but, 'We all did it with 
Solomon for the g l ory of God!' He desires 
that every rep resentative of Jewish life shall 
have a stone in the building. The children 

bring their gifts to it; the a ged shall 
bring their prayers to i t. The rich shall 
adorn it with gems; the p oor shall serve it 
with their workmanship. The oets shall make 
its songs; the musicians shall weave its mem
ories; the theologians shall form its ritual. 
That is the hope of Solomon. It is the hope 
that the tribe of Judah and tribe of 
BenJ amin may become tributaries to the river 

God , that the wars sown in a divided em
pire may be forgotten in the presence of God' s 
Glory! 

--ILLUS: In 1808, a year be£ore the death 
of Franz Joseph Hdydn, a grand performance of 
his outstanding oratorio The Creation took 
place in Vienna. The composer himself was 
there for the occasion. Old and feeble, he 
was brought into Ehe great hall in a wheel
chair. His presence caused an electrifying 
enthusiasm in the audience. As the orchestra 
and chorus burst forth with full into 
the passage, "And there was light," a crescendo 
of applause broke out. 

Moved by response, the elderly 
musician struggle d to his feet. Summoning all 
his strength, he raised his trembling arms up
ward, crying, "No. No! Not from me, but from 
thence--from Heaven above come s all!" Al
though he fell back exhausted in his chair and 
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had to be carried from the hall, the old 
master had made his point in a dramatic 
and unforgettable manner. 

CON: The high noon of Hebrew national and re
l i gio us life passed, and with s gory, 
like the brilliance of the setting sun. Then 
came sudden darkness. 

treasur was im overished. The em ire 
was tottering. discontented 
that they began to rebel more and more. 

lomon who had once possessed so many of 
the cardinal virtues--wisdom, justice, temperance, 
and hope--was now ruled by the deadly sins of 
~ride , avarice , lust , and greed . No l onger 

he wi sely resolve his roblems. He had 
l ost friends and was approaching old age, worn 
o ut by his many indu lgences. 

"The shipwreck of Solomon is surely the most 
t e rrible tragedy in all the world." Think of 
the advantages he b egan with! There were the 
almost undisputed possession of David's throne, 
immense stores of wealth laid up by his fat her, 
e xceptional mental abilities, the love high 
hope s of the people. Solomon's start like the 
cloudless dawn a summer's morning, might have 
been beautiful all his life through, but it ended 
in gloom because he wandered into God-forbi dden 

A life beginning magnificently ended 
miserably. The man who penned and preached 
thousand wise things failed to practice the 
wisdom he taught. 

wives--seven hundred of them and three 
h undred concubines--whom Solomon clave unto in 
l ove, turned him into an idolater (I Kings 11:1-8) 

Thus sensuality and pride of wealth brought 
about Solomon's d e teri orati on. Al l was 
and vexation of spirit simply bec ause God had 

l e ft out . 
Like his father David, Solomon was a wise 

man who acted foolishly. 
The race and power of Christ can save you 

from such an end as you o ow a t er 
wi s dom that: (1) Seeks Peace , (2) 
God's Glor . 
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SOLOMON--THE WISE 
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