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REVIVAL FROM DESPAIR 

Scripture: I Samuel 7:1-12 

Intro: FEW REVIVALS HAVE EMERGED OUT OF A GREATER SPIRIT OF DES
PAIR HOPELESSNESS THAN THE REVIVAL EXPERIENCED UNDER 
SAMUEL IN 1140 B.C. THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL WAS BLEAK AND THE 
HORIZON OF THE FUTURE HELD NO BRIGHTER PROMISES. THE NATION 
SUNK DOWN TQ THE MORAL & SPIRITUAL LEVEL OF HER PAGAN NEIGHBORS, 
ALMOST LOOSING THE ABILITY EVEN TO PRAY FOR DIVINE FORGIVENESS. 

ON O RAEL'S HISTORY, GOD SENT 
HIS MAN, SAMUEL, WHO WOULD BE USED OF HIM TO BRING REVIVAL TO 
THIS WAYWARD PEOPLE. THIS REVIVAL FROM HODS RICH LES
SONS FOR US AS WE STAND ON THE BRINK OF A GREAT REVIVAL EF ORT. 

I 7"'L'f 
I. THE NEED THAT REQUIRES REVIVAL 

--vss. 1-2 
1. Is the need for purity within God's people 

--2:22-24 
(1) Which makes us distinctly different from those around 

us. 
Eli's sons had become conformed to the world in 

which they lived. They had taken the moral color 
of their pagan neighbors. 

--Ur Certain species of lizzards which take on 
color of surroundings 

(2) Which guides people aiight 
--vs. 24 

The very ones who should have been leading Is. 
in the ways of God were leading t em into the darkest 
sins of Is.' history! Apply · 

2. Is the need ctar,, i o 
--I Sam. 4:10 LB.,w) 

Is. defeated again & again by the Philistines. 
Years since great victory. 

(1) In our own personal lives 
--II Cor. 2:14 "Now thanks be unto God, who 

causeth us to triumph in Christ." 
In winning the multitudes to Christ 

--Joel 3:14 "Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of 
decision: for the day of the Lord is near in the 
valley of decision." 

(3) In carrying out the work of Christ 
r Do you ever grow weary of seeing a for 

Christ only done? Do you become of 
having a part in only partial victory for Christ? 

--I Tim. l:7a "For God hath not given us the spirit 
of fear; but of POWER." 



3. The need for the 
--I Sam. 4: 11 "And was taken" by the Phil, 
--I 6:21-7:1-2 

(1) Which many do not miss 
The people Is. became accustomed to an 

without the symbol of God's presence. There is to· 
day the danger of getting used to the house of the 
Lord being without the real presence & power of Goe 

(2) Which alone will bring victory 
--Exeg ; Victory to Is. only when she came tc 

the Lord lived within his presence. 
--Zech. 4:6b "Not by might, by ·power, but by my 

spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." 

II. THE EXHORTATION THAT CALLS FOR REVIVAL 
--vs. 3 

Samuel is saying that IF Is. would exp. revival she 
must respond to three pointed exhortations: 

1. Exhorts ou to cease from 
--vs. 3b 

"Put away" indicates that Is' s practice was the 
worship of these pagan gods & adherence to their immoral 
teaching. Sam. exhorts Is. to "stop" this practice -
to "cease from sinning." 

(1) Because God will not work thru' sinful ini trument 
So long as Is. lived in sin she sacrificed 

right to be used of God. 
--I l:5b "God is light, in him is no darkness 

at all." 
(2) Because of your influence upon others 

Rather than influencing her neighbors to wor
ship God, Is. influenced them to believe more 
in their own pagan gods. "ls. had changed gods,the1 
had not. Therefore, their gods must be superior." 

2. Exhorts ou to seek for iveness 
--vs. 3c "direct your hearts unto Jehovah") 

(1) you have offended God 
Is. had departed fr.om the truth, forsaken God, 

His laws, & disobeyed His commands -
They had offended God & amends needed to be -made.i.E 
like offending friend--the initiative for recon
ciliation must be yours. 

(2) Because God desires to pardon you 
--II Chron. 3O:18d-19a "The good Lord pardons everyonE 

that prepareth his heart to seek God." 
All the time Is. was f ar from God in open 

God was desirous to pardon her. i.e. so with you. 



Exhorts you 
--vs. 3d "and ,, 

(1) Since God will not bless a divided loyalty 
Is. knew not the blessings of God when she 

divided her between Ashtaroth 
Jehovah. 

--Luke 16:13 "No servant can serve t wo masters: · for 
either he will hate the one, and love the other; o 
else he will hold to the one, and despise the 
Ye cannot serve God and mammon." 

(2 ) Since there is no abiding joy in any other 
-- TI I Dives served the of money--what joy? 

Rich young ruler served the god of 
joy? Pilate served god of public acclaim--what jo 
Agrippa served the god of position--what joy? Prod. 
son served the of sinful indul.-- what joy? 

III. THE ACTION THAT BRINGS REVIVAL 
--"vss. 
1. Renounciation of false gods 

--vs. 4 
(1) Which are powerless in times of need 

-- TI Had Baalim or Ashtaroth been able to deliver1 
Is. from the dom. of the Phil? No! 

(2 ) Which eventually leads into gross sin 
"Ashtaroth" was the female god of immorality. 

At first Is. would ack. her --later worship 
her -- still later have their morals determined by 
her. 

Prayer 
--vs. 

(1) Which will be heard only after you forsake your 
"false gods" 

vss. 
(2 ) Which lays bear your needs before God 

-: fxee · No one knew the needs of Is. quite like Sam. 
Doubtlessly, he prayed for himself as well as his 
sinful nation. 

Consecratioo 
--vs. 6a 

A symbol of pouring themselves to God 
(1 ) Which holds back no portion of your life 

They emptied every drop of water in their 
vessels upon the ground before the Lord symbolizing 
total -- complete -- consecration. 

(2 ) Which is never retrieved 
can never reclaim the water once poured ou 

upon the dry ground. This is a once-&-for-all act. 



6b 
(1) Because you realize the gravity of your sin 

Is.'s defeat by the Phil., the capture of 
their ark of the Covenant struck Is. with a new rea· 
lization of the gravity of her sin. 

(2) Because you sincerely desire to part with sin. 
Where there is no real contrition for sin, 

there is no real desire to part wi.thsin. 
confession 

--vs. 6c 
(1) Which is made openly 

These people were ashamed of their sins, but 
they were not ashamed to confess them. They had sin· 
ned before others -- they confessed the wrongness of 
their sins before others. 

(2) Which names the one offended 
--vs. 6c "Lord" Perhaps they named individual person 

too • . we confess that we have sinned against 
you, when you were speaking the truth trying to 
call us back to God ••• " 

(3) Which assures forgiveness 
--I John l :9 "If we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just to frogive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness." 

IV. THE BLESSINGS THAT 
--vss. 7-12 

The defeat 
--vss. 7-11 ys. 11 ) 

(1 ) Which would hinder revival 
--vs. 7a 

Satan always desires to create trouble con-
flict when revival is about to come. These people 
were in the midst of rev. Satan's forces attacked 
them. 

(2) Which creates fear 
--vs. 7b 
--~ : The Phil. diverted Is.'s attention from rev. 

to the possibility of a war. They struck fear in 
Is.'s heart. 

-- ILLUS;, Fear of rev. failure; Fear of witnessing;Fea 
of public of being fully consecrated ; Fear 
that God won't answer prayer; Fear that Christ can' 
save certain ones. 

(3 ) Which cannot penetrate the wall of prayer 
--vs. 8 



The Phil. could penetrate Is.'s best military line 
of defense, but they could not pen. in the least the 
mighty wall of prayer! 

(4) Which are crushed by divine power 
--vs. 10 

riiakes certain his 
intervention in our behalf against these evil forces whicl 
would destroy us . 

2. Praise tbe I 
--vs. 12 . 

(1) Which gives all credit to Him 
--vs. 12b "Ebenezer" means "stone of help 11 

--fxee·Notice that no memorial was raised to Samuel who 
was so instrumental in Is.'s victory. God alone rec'd 
full credit for the victory won! 

(2 ) Which inspires us in the future 
--vs. 12a 

Whenever anyone passed between Mizpeh & Sh€flt and 
sa, this stone, they were reminded of God's great 
power so mightly demonstrated in the past & were inspire 
to greater faith in the future. OH THAT OUR REVIVAL BE 
AN "EBENEZER"! 

BE AWARE OF OUR NEEDS THAT REQUIRE REVIVAL. 

RESPOND TO THE EXHORTATION THAT CALLS FOR REVIVAL. 

PEREQRM THE ACTION THAT BRINGS REVIVAL. 

THANK GOD FOR THE BLESSINGS THAT FOLLOW REVIVAL. 
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