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CHARACTERISTICS OF A GIANT KILLER 
Part Ill 

I Samuel 17:38-52 - Pew Bible p. 254 
(Read 38-47) 

Review: "Giant Statements About Giants" 

1. Every giant introduces a person to himself. 
A challenge doesn't make us, it only reveals who we really are. 

2. People who reach giant positions have defeated giants. 
3. Giants are often tools by which God fashions us for bigger things. 

Characteristics of a Giant-Killer 

1. Giant-Killers don't start off as Giant-Killers. (17: 14-24) 
2. Giant-Killers see the potential reward if they defeat the giant. (17:25-27) 
3. Giant-Killers don't listen to doubting critics. (17:28-33, 41-44) [Solution 

Pollution] 
4. Giant-Killers are not overwhelmed by the challenge. (17:32) 
5. Giant-Killers build on past successes. (17:34-37) 
6. Giant-Killers convince others that they will be successful. (17:37b) 

7. Giant-Killers don't try to be someone else. 
David is that he never tried to be Saul. Even though Saul tried to 

make him, Saul. 
--Verses 38-39, As soon as Saul out and do it, "He clothed David with 

his garments and put a bronze helmet on his head and he clothed him with 
armor and David girded his sword over his armor and tried to walk." Can't 
you see David staggering around? 

--Verses "For he had not tested them'. So David said to Saul, I cannot 
go with these for I have not tested them. And David took them off, and he 
took his stick in his hand and chose for himself five smooth stones from 
the brook put them in a shepherd's bag which he had, even in his pouch, 
and his sling was in his hand and he approached the Philistine." 

If you want to note something interesting look in verse 40 and underline "his," 
"himself," and "he." David took his stick for himself, put it in his hand, he 
chose for himself, put it in his pouch, his sling, and his hand and he 
approached, David is only going to take the things that he knows well. Three 
observations: 

1 . During a crisis people will try to make you like them. How true that is. 
Eliab - Saul ... 



2 

--APPLY: We have had volumes of information on our building program and 
a multiplicity of opportunities to have our questions answered . Today no 
one is going to try to make you like them. It's time to vote. Be yourself. 

2. You will never defeat the giants in your life with fleshly weapons. All 
the armor Saul had would never help you win the victory. 

--Zee. 4:6 "Not by might nor by power but by my spirit, says the Lord." 

3. God only expects us to use what we have to overcome our giants. 
And you can be assured God has already given us all it will take to be 
victorious in the giant challenge we consider today. He never asks me to 
use something I don't have. He literally wants me to take only what I 
have to defeat the giant. You know why? Because He wants the glory. 

--ILLUS: Maxwell states, "It wasn't to far from Lansing, Michigan that 
learned the principle of being yourself. I was still in college and I was a 
young preacher getting ready to go in the ministry and one of my favorite 
preachers was a man by the name of /Lawrence 8. Hicks. Lawrence B. 
Hicks was a great orator. He had a message called , "There Must Be A 
Heaven Somewhere." It was a 60 minute message where that guy 
literally flowed with words . 

He was an orator. I can still remember a lot of the message. He would 
talk about travel. He said , 'I can still see the green hillsides of Vermont 
tacked down with yellow daffodils.' I memorized the whole sermon , word 
for word , 60 minutes. As a college kid , I got up to preach. Now, I 
changed the title of the sermon so it could be original. I called it, "Heaven 
My Home." I started spouting off all of this oratorical stuff. I hadn't talked 
for three minutes before my tongue got twisted around my tonsils . I was 
messing up. I lost my place and three minutes later closed the service . It 
was awful. 

God knew it was awful. I knew it was awful. In fact, God quit listening. 
The people knew it was awful. The pastor who had me for the revival 
knew it was awful. People who weren't even there heard the next day 
that it was awful. 

But that week-end I learned an incredible lesson . 'You are not an 
orator. You are never going to be an orator. You do not have the 
ability to be an orator. Cut it out. Be your self. Get simple and be a 
communicator."' 

I hear preachers preach and I say, 'Do they think that they are Billy 
Graham?' They have the logos. They have the lingo. They've got the 
talk. They've got the walk. They've got the look. They even smell like 
some of these guys." But they are not and shall never be Billy Graham. 
Be your self! 
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8. Giant killers face the challenge with a higher purpose. Now, I love this. 
When David went to face his giant he didn't face the giant just with the thought of 
defeating him. Behind David he saw a higher purpose. 

--Verses 45-47, "Then David said to the Philistines, you come to me with a 
sword, a spear, a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of 
Hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou has taunted. This day 
the Lord will deliver you up into my hands, and I will strike you down, and 
remove your head from you. And I will give the dead bodies of the army of 
the Philistines this day to the birds of the sky and to the wild beasts of the 
earth, that II the earth ma know that there is a God in Israel. And so all 
the assem y may now a e or oes no e y e sword or by 
the spear: for the battle is the Lord's, and He will give you into our hands!" 

otice his continual reference to God. He had a higher purpose. 

- ILLUS: In his book, Halftime, Bob Buford writes, "The real test of a man is not 
when he plays the role he has for himself, but when he plays the role, destiny 
has for him." A great statement. I am certain that God's divine destiny has 
brought us to this hour as broug t Davi o is h ur of 
challenge. .M1- =*" A-L- , 

When I think of David and his higher purpose I think of Jesus. Remember when 
He began to talk with His disciples at Galilee and they worshiped Him? But the 
Bible says, "And some were doubtful." Jesus saw their doubts and He saw 
their fears and that is when He gave the "Great Commission." 

That is when He said , Me give you a purpose in your life. I want you to be 
witnesses unto Me." He saw their doubts and He gave them a purpose. The 
greatest way to handle the giants in your life is to have a pur se. If there i 
something to die for, you will not be willing to risk life itself. 

9. Giant-Killers are eager to win. 
--Verse 48 , look at it, "Then it happened when the Philistine rose and came 

and drew near to meet David, that David ran quickly ... to meet the 
Philistine." Look at this. You talk about going after the giant. doesn't pray 
or get a committee. "David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the 
Philistine." He could hardly wait. 

The soldiers of Israel are in their tents. Remember? They are fearful. They are 
saying, guy is so big he is going to hurt us. David is saying, "He is so big I 
can't miss." Overcomers are inspired by a challenge and are eager to win the 
victory. They don't walk to the battle line. They run "quickly. " You can judge the 
size of a person by the size of the problem he or she is willing to face. 
Somebody asked , "Why did David chose five stones?" David thought the 
first stone he might hit him with would not fall him. 
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The point is very simple. When you face a giant, he does not always fall the 
first time. David was certain of victory but he also knew it might take repeated 
attempts. Hebrews 6 tells us, "That it is through faith and patience that we 
inherit the promises." Though the battle may be long in your life, the victory is 
going to be certain. 

10. Giant-Killers take those around them to a higher level. Wow! This is my 
favorite point in the whole lesson . 

The first sign of a crisis is when you have a major problem and no one tries to 
help you solve it. David had a crisis . They were all in the tents including the 
king. But David was willing to take the people to a higher level. 

Look at how it happened, Verses 49-51, "David put his hand into his bag and 
took from it a stone and slung it, struck the Philistine in the head, the 
sank into his forehead so he fell with his face to the ground. So David 
prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and killed him. But 
there was no sword in David's hand and David ran, and stood over the 
Philistine and took his own sword, drew it out of its sheath and cut off his 
head and killed with it. When the Philistines saw that their 
champion was dead they fled." That's exactly what will happen when we 
conquer some giant task in our church . Other problems are removed and a 
whole new world of opportunities open up! 

--NOTE: (vs. 50b) there was no sword David's hand ... " (vs. 51) Then 
David took the giant's sword, "drew it out of its sheath and killed him." 

--TRUTH: The very weapon the giant intended to use to destroy David , in the end , 
destroyed the giant himsell In any giant challenge the very weapons that would 
destroy us will in the end destroy the giant! 

Here is why you have to kill giants. 
--Verse 52, "And the men of Israel and Judah arose and shouted and pursued 

the Philistines as far as the valley and the gates of Ekron and all the other: 
pl ces." Stop here for a moment. "And the men of Israel and Judah arose 
and shouted and pursued the Philistines." 

What men of lsrae1' ! rose and shouted and pursued the What men 
stood up? I'll tell you it was the same guys that were sucking their thumbs in the 
tents. But the moment David kills the giant, everyone else, including the 
followers, will rise to a new level. See that is why it is important to take on 
giants. Because when you take on a giant, you not only knock off the giant but 
you take other people to a level they would have never reached . 
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CON: "When she looked ahead , Florence Cnadwick saw nothing but a solid wall of fog. 
Her body was numb. She had been swimming for nearly sixteen hours. 

Already she was the first woman to swim the English Channel in both directions. 
Now, at age 34, her goal was to become the first woman to swim from Catalina 
Island to the California coast. 

On that Fourth of July morning in 1952, the sea was like an ice bath and the fog 
was so dense she could hardly see her support boats. Sharks cruised toward 
her lone figure, only to be driven away by rifle shots. Against the frigid grip of the 
sea, she struggled on-hour after hour-while millions watched on national 
television . 

Florence in one of the boats, her mother and her trainer offered 
encouragement. They told her it wasn't much farther. But all she could see was 
fog. They urged her not to quit. She never had ... until then. With only a half 
mile to go, she asked to be pulled out. 

Still thawing her chilled body several hours later, she told a reporter, "Look, I'm 
not excusing myself, but if I could have seen land I might have made it." It was 
not fatigue or even the cold water that defeated her. It was the fog . She was 

to see her goal. 

Two months later, she tried again . This time, despite the same dense fog, she 
swam with her faith intact and her goal clearly pictured in her mind . She knew 
that somewhere behind that fog was land and this time she made it! 
Chadwick became the first woman to swim the Catalina Channel, eclipsing the 
men's record by two hours! (A 2nd Helping of Chicken Soup, pp. 237-238.) 

Never allow the fog of your own fear and doubt, the faithles ness of 
keep you from seeing the goal. 

,, 
For "We walk by faith and not by sight!" • 

Giant-Killers... (1) Consider the cause 
(2) Count the cost / 

(3) Chart the course -;t,r 



CHARACTERISTICS OF A GIANT-KILLER (Part III) 
I SAMUEL 17:38-52, Pew Bible Page 254 

Review: "Giant" Statements About Giants 

7. 

1. Every giant introduces a person to himself. 

A challenge doesn't make us, it only reveals who we 

really are. 

2. People who reach giant positions have defeated giants. 

3. Giants are often tools by which God fashions us for 

bigger things. 

Characteristics of a Giant-Killer 

1. Giant-Killers don't start off as Giant-Killers. (17: 14-24) 

2. Giant-Killers see the potential reward if they defeat the 

giant. (17:25-27) 

3. Giant-Killers don't listen to doubting critics. (17:28-33, 41-

44) 

4. Giant-Killers are not overwhelmed by the challenge. (17:32) 

5. Giant-Killers build on past successes. (17:34-37) 

6. Giant-Killers convince others that they will be successful. 

(17:376) 

Giant-Killers Don't Try to be ______ . (17:38-40) 

Saul clothed David with his garments and put a bronze 
helmet on his head, and he clothed him with armor. 

39 And David girded his sword over his armor and tried to walk, 
for he had not tested them. So David said to Saul, cannot go with 
these, for I have not tested them." 

he took his stick in his hand and chose for himseif five 
smooth stones from the brook, and put them in the shepherd's bag which 
he had even in his pouch, and his sling was in his hand; and he 
approached the Philistine." 

Observations: 

(1) During a crisis, people will try to make you like them. 

(2) You will never defeat the giants in your life with ____ _ 

(3) God only expects us to use what we have to ____ _ 

our giants. 



8. Giant-Killers Face the Challenge with a _ 

9. 

------- . (17:45-47) p. 254 

David saw this challenge as being more than just a battle with a nine-foot 
guy. He faced it with a higher purpose. It was a statement of things to 
come and of God's great power. 

Halftime by Bob Buford 
'The real test of a man is not when he plays the role that he wants for 

when he plays the role destiny has for 
Vaclav Havel 

Giant-Killers Are To Win (17:48) p. 254 

The first step to solving any problem is to begin. 
"Then it happened when the Philistine rose and came 

and drew near to meet David, that David ran quickly toward the 
battle line to meet the Philistine." 

Overcomers are inspired by a challenge and eager to win the victory. 
They don't walk to the battle line; they run quickly. 

You can judge the size of a person by the size of the problem he or she is 
willing to face. 

Why did David choose 5 stones? (v. 40) p. 254 

David was certain of victory, but he also knew it might take repeated 
attempts. Hebrews 6 tells us that it is through faith and patience that we 
inherit the promises. Though the battle may be long in your life, the 
victory is certain. 

10. Giant-Killers Take Those Around Them to a ____ _ 

----. (17:49-52) p. 254 

The first sign of crisis is when you have a major problem and no one tries 
to help you solve it. 

Conclusion: Giant-Killers .. . (1) Consider the Cause 
(2) Count the Cost 
(3) Chart the Course 
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9. 

Giant-Killers Face the Challenge with a 

Po . (17:45-47) p. 

David saw this challenge as being more than just a battle with a nine-foot 

guy. He faced it with a higher purpose. It was statement of things to 

come and of God's great power. 

Halftime by Bob Buford 
"The real test of a man is not when he plays the role that he wants for himself, 

when he plays the role destiny has for him. 
Vaclav Havel 

Giant-Killers Are To Win (17:48) p. 254 
The first step to solving any problem is to begin. 

"Then it happened when the Philistine rose and came 
and drew near to meet David, that David ran quickly toward the 

battle line to meet the Philistine." 

Overcomers are inspired by a challenge and eager to win the victory. 

They don't walk to the battle line; they run quickly. 

You can judge the size of a person by the size of the problem he or she is 
willing to face. 

Why did David choose 5 stones? (v. 40) p. 254 

T I 
NOT 

David was certain of victory, but he also knew it might take repeated 

attempts. Hebrews 6 tells us that it is through faith and patience that we 

inherit the promises. Though the battle may be long in your life, the 
victory is certain. 

10. Giant-Killers Take Those Around Them to a 

. (17:49-52) p. 254 

The first sign of crisis is when you have a major problem and no one tries 

to help you solve it. 

Conclusion: Giant-Killers ... (t) Consider the Cause 
(2) Count the Cost 
(3) Chart the Course 




