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4. Giant killers are not overwhelmed by the challenge. I love the sense of 
confidence that David had not only in God but in himself. The Israelite army 
cowed in fear. They had legitimate reasons for their anxiety. Goliath was the 
most fierce , powerful opponent they have ever seen. But David wanted to know 
who was this that defiled the armies of the living God? 

--Verse 32 "Let no one lose heart on account of him. Your servant will go 
and fight him." It is obvious to me that David was not overwhelmed by the 
challenge. 

--ILLUS: Walter Johnson was maybe the greatest pitcher in baseball history. In 
his prime, he went three years with a earned run average of maybe two points. 
He mowed down hitters. A rookie came up against Walter Johnson. Walter 
immediately got two strikes on him. It was whiff, whiff. The rookie left the 
batters box. Neil Park called him back and said , "Wait a minute. You have one 
more strike." The rookie "It will not do any good. I'm done. Just call the 
third strike. I am overwhelmed!" 

You know what I have found? I have made some observations about people 
who would have been overwhelmed by giants. I think our giants overwhelm 
us: 

A When our giants challenge our giants become aggressive. 
Goliath was an aggressive giant. Every day he did not wait for the army of 
Israel to come out. He came out and started yell),ng 

. . t A-:,.. 
was an aggressive g1an . :::p=,-1 

B. When our giants have a reputation. Everybody knew that Goliath was the 
big boy on the block. He had a reputation . Everybody would tell you how 
good he was, how he was, how many people he had killed and what a 
great soldier he was. Isn't it true? 

When a new pastor goes to a church, the people will begin to tell him about 
the giants before he ever arrives, "Watch out for so and so. Let me tell you 
about her, let me tell you about that family over The reputation gets 
bigger than life and we become overwhelmed: 

C. When our giants continually show up. You see we would not mind a giant 
if he came once and then left. I've always asked myself as a pastor, "Why is it 
that so many good people move away?" When the people say, "I have got to 



leave town ," they are often ommitted , they have a ministry, they are tithers 
and they are positive people. hen you look over there and you say, "Why 
doesn't he ever move?" It's Murphy's Law. It's God's way to teach us 
dependence. I mean Goliath just continually shows up. The guy just 
came on his own . He didn't even get invited to the party. Every day he is 
back up there , this day for the fortieth time and when David heard him it was 
for the forty-first time. Forty one times this man got up on his own and said , 
"Let me tell you I'm ready to fight." 
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LLUS: Someone asked my mother, "Why is it the good people always die in 
the church and the troublemakers live on?" She later said to me, "I have 
concluded that a negative person is really not bad enough to go to Hell, and 
therefore, God is delaying as long as He can the time when He has to put 
with him in Heaven!" We become overwhelmed when our giants 
continually show up. 

D. When our giants keep defeating us psychologically. You see the thing 
that is amazing about Goliath is he was beating up the army of Israel without 
even fighting . I mean they were all ready whipped . They were all ready to 
become servants. They were all ready to give up. There was not one solitary 
soul who would go out and take the iant on . He was beating them up 
psychologically. 

E. When others on our side are afraid. Fear is contagious. Fear spreads 
from person to person especially when an alleged "leader" is infected by 
fea r. How many people looked 
around and said , "Oh, my goodness there aren't any others out here fighting." 
We become overwhelmed by the giant and then all of a sudden we become 
afraid and soon there is no one else on our side. The have all 7,1, 
of fear. 

F. When we come together and never deal with the giant. What was the 
army of Israel doing? They were coming together every day doing their little 
war hoops. Doing the little battle cry. ing up and down saying, 
"Charge!" Then go back to the o I ay they were out was 
worse then the first day they were e every day you go out to 
face a iant and don't take care of him, the next day is going to be 
harder I learned a long time ago avoiding problems doesn't make the 
problems go away. I learned a long time ago that the longer you put it the 
harder it is to get So I promise you they were getting beat up 
continually because they were coming together and never taking care of the 
giant. 



3 

This lesson relates so much to the church . How many times do you see 
churches come together? The members know there is a great need to be 
met-a great giant needs to be dealt with. But they don't deal with the issue. 
They just acknowledge the need and sing "Kum-Ba-Yah" and "To God Be The 
Glory." They walk out and nothing has changed . We must be careful not to 
become a bunch of holy huddle people. If you don't go take care of the giant, 
the next day the giant gets a little bit bigger-the problem a little worse and in 
our case little more dilapidated. 

Do you know how to grow a negative giant in your life? Don't handle him 
today and I guarantee you he will get bigger and bigger as each day goes by. 

G. When our leader is afraid of the giants. Wow! When the person leading 
is not leading the charge, we become overwhelmed! y . Saul and Army .. . 

--ILLUS: B. Lackey's "Dog Leadership Story." 

Let me ask you the question. In light of all these reasons the king and his 
army were overwhelmed , "Why wasn't David overwhelmed?" 
Three reasons: 

He had a passion for God to be honored. David was indignant!\ the 
way that God had become a doormat. He had a passion to return God 
the honor that God was due. He said , "I just can't let this go on. We 
cannot allow the Philistines to talk about God the way they are talking 
about God. 

-APPLY: Why are we willing to tackle a giant building program? Because 
we have a passion for God to be honored! . .. 

2. He had a desire for the reward. His desire to have riches, to have the 
reward of marrying the king's daughter, and getting his father's house free 
and clear. for that reward helped him not to be overwhelmed . 

--APPLY: The reward of children , young adults, youth , senior adults, 
handicapped . .. 

3. He had confidence in God and in himself. oth confidences are 
needed. Confidence in God and not confidence in yourself, do you know 
what that will make you? That will make you a wonderful person of prayer 
that never does anything. "Oh, God! You're awesome. You are bigger 
than life. Thank you God. You can do anything!" But if you don't have 
confidence in yourself you will want God to fight all your battles and God 
isn't going to do that! In fact God doesn't move until you move first. Now 



if you have confidence in yourself but not God then you become 
independent and whatever you do will not prosper. 

5. Giant killers build on past successes. In fact I have another quote in here, 
"We need success not to celebrate butto elevate us." There is nothing 
wrong with celebration but that is not why you want to have success. You want 
to have success not to celebrate but to elevate. You want the last success to 
take you up to a higher level. And that is exactly what happened. 

Look at verses 34-37, "David said to Saul, 'Your servant was tending his 
father's sheep when a lion and a bear came and took a lamb from the flock. 
And I went after him and attacked him. I rescued it from his mout , . When 
he rose up against me I seized him by his beard and struck him and 

Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear and this 1 

uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, since he has taunted the 
armies of the living God And David saidJhe Lord who delivered me from 
the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the 
hand of this Philistine. And Saul said to and may the Lord be 
with you." 

f-Jow, let's talk a little bit about past successes. David's confidence was based 
on two things: 
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A. Successful encounters. Nothing builds confidence in your life or my life 
like success. There is no success like success. So when you and I have 
successful encounters it really builds us. Vince Lombardi, "Winning is a 
habit. It is not a sometime it is an all time thing! Unfortunately, also 
is losing. " 

B. God's protection. During these encounters with opposition , David had 
seen the hand of God protect him and take care of him. 

Now, let's think for a moment. List something in your life that you have 
accomplished that brings you a sense of pride. Think back o, giant 
that you encountered and whatever it was and you were successful. Now, 
I bet that most of your successes came you experienced three 
things: 

1 . Either a challenge or a problem 
2. Self-doubt 
3. A commitment to do your best 

do you think we most often forget when we recall our 
past glories? SELF-DOUBT-We remember the problem. We 
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remember the victory but we don't remember emotionally the self-doubt 
that we had. So what happens when we have the self-doubt on the next 
giant we say, "Man, Do you think I can do this?" Forgetting that we 
self-doubt on the last giant. The only way to overcome this and get 
confidence is putting some success under your belt. 

Giant killers don't start off as giant killers. That was our first point last 
Sunday. 

--ILLUS: John Maxwell states: "A man in one of my conferences walked up 
to me and said , 'Man, this stuff is awesome. I wish I had heard you 
twenty years ago.' I looked at him and I "No you don't. " He said , 
'What do you mean?' I said , "You don't mean you wish you had heard me 
twenty years ago." 'Oh! ' he 'This stuff is awesome.' I said , "No 
you don't mean that you wish you heard me twenty years ago. I didn't 
know this stuff twenty years ago." 

Do you think when I was a kid , I knew what I know now? Do you think I 
was doing this when I was 20? No, I was just putting a little bit of 
success under my belt. I was just trying to win a few victories. I was 

trying to get a few wins taken care of. 

So every time you have a win you just stand on those wins. And before 
you know it you are taking on giant . But you didn't start out that way. 
You started with a bear. You started with a lion and you began to 
confidence off of the past. 

1. 

2. 

. observations: 

David reminded himself of the faithfulness of God. · 

David reminded others of the faithfulness of God. He reminded 
himself of the faithfu lness of God , but as he talked to others he 
reminded them of the faithfulness of God . 

-

Now what happens when giant killers build on past successes.f 

6. Giant-killers convince others that they be successful . Once you are 
convinced that you will succeed, the very next step is that you will now be able 
to convince others that you will be able to succeed. Saul said to David, "You 
can't David said let me tell you a story, "I took on a lion, killed him, I 



on a bear, killed him and every encounter I have ever been in I have 
won." There was something about David and his past successes that all of a 
sudden caused Saul to say, "Go do it." 

Can I tell you something? The people God has asked you to lead will never hav 
confidence in your leadership until you have confidence in your leadership. - .. . .... .. .. 
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. "What 
think means more than anything else in your life. More than what you earn, 
more than where you live, more than social position and more than anyone 
else may think about you." That is so true. 

In his book, Developing Leaders Around You , John Maxwell relates an intriguing 
incident that occurred when communism collapsed in Russia . I want to read you 
three paragraphs. 

--ILLUS: "During the attempted coup, army tanks surrounded the government 
building that housed Boris Yeltsin and his prodemocracy supporters . High level 
military dissenters had ordered the open fire and kill Yeltsin. When they 
rolled into position, Yeltsin strolled from the building and climbed up on a tank, 
looked the commander in the eye and thanked him for coming over on the side of 
democracy. 

Later the commander revealed a surprising fact. "I had never planned to come 
over to the side of democracy, but Yeltsin was so confident and so commanding 
that when he left we talked it over and decided to join him ." 

You look at some people and they just believe in themselves and you just believe 
in them. You look at other people and they don't believe in themselves. It 
causes you and me to shy away from them and say, "How could I ever believe 
them?" 

Self confidence carries a conviction. It makes others believe in us. 

God confidence carries a conviction. It makes others believe in God. 

CON: This story came over the wires of the Associated Press on May 23, 1984: 
As a Mary Groda did not learn to read and Experts labeled her 
retard . As an adolescent, she "earned" an add itional label , incorrigible," and 
was sentenced to two years in a reformatory. It was here, ironically, in this 
closed-in place, that Mary-bending to the challenge to learn-worked at her 
task for as long as 16 hours a day. Her hard work paid off: She was awarded her 
(GED) high school diploma. 

But more misfortune was to visit Mary Groda. After leaving the reformatory, she 
became pregnant without benefit of marriage. Then, two years later a second 
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pregnancy resulted in a stroke, erasing her hard-earned of reading and 
writing. With the help and support of her father, Mary battled back, regaining 
what she had lost. 

In dire financial straits, Mary went on welfare. Finally, to make ends meet, she 
took in seven foster child ren. It was during this period that she started taking 
courses at a community college. Upon completion of her course work, she 
applied to and was accepted by the lbany School to study medicine. 

In the spring of 1984 in Oregon, Groda Lewis-she's married 
now-paraded in full academic regalia across the graduation stage. No one can 
know what private thoughts went through Mary's mind as she reached out to 
grasp this eloquent testimony to her self-belief and perseverance, her diploma 
that announced to all the world : 

"Here stands a person who dared to dream the impossible dream, a person 
who confirms for all of us that giants can still be defeated by mere 
mortals!" Here stands Mary Groda Lewis, M.D. 
(Chicken Soup, pp. 248-249) 



CHARACTERISTICS OF A GIANT-KILLER (Part II) 
I SAMUEL 17:32-37, Pew Bible Page 254 

Review: "Giant" Statements About Giants 

1. Every giant introduces a person to himself. 

A challenge doesn't make us, it only reveals who we 

really are. 

2. People who reach giant positions have defeated giants. 

3. Giants are often tools by which God fashions us for 

bigger things. 

Characteristics of a Giant Killer 

1. Giant-Killers don't start off as Giant-Killers. (17:14-24) 

2. Giant-Killers see the potential reward if they defeat the 

giant. (17:25-27) 

3. Giant-Killers don't listen to doubting critics. (17:28-33, 
41-44) 

4. Giant-Killers Are Not Overwhelmed by the LL-£11,r;E 
(17:32) p. 254 

"Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your 
servant will go and fight him." (NIV) 

Observations About Being Overwhelmed by Giants 

We become overwhelmed when ... 

A. Our "Giants" us. 

B. Our "Giants" have a 

C. Our "Giants" TI N show up. 

D. Our "Giants" keep defeating us 

E. Others on our side are 

We come together and never deal with the 

G. Our is afraid of the "Giants." 



Why wasn't David overwhelmed? 

(1) 

(3) 

5. Giant-Killers Build on Past SUCCESS (17:34-37) p. 254 

need success, not to celebrate but to elevate us." 
John Maxwell 

David's confidence was based on: 

A. 

List something in your life that you have accomplished that brings 

to you a sense of pride: 

Most of your successes came after you experienced: 

1. A challenge or problem 

2. Self-doubt 

3. A commitment to do your best. 

Which of the three items listed here do you think we most often 

forget when we recall our past glories? 

Observations: 
(1) David reminded L of the faithfulness of God. 

(2) David reminded H of the faithfulness of God. 

6. Giant-Killers Convince Others That They Will be 

(17:376) p. 254 

you think means more than anything else in your life. More than 
what you more than where you live, more than your social position, 
and more than what anyone else may think about you. " 

George Matthew Adams 
Self-confidence carries a conviction ... 

it makes others believe in 
carries a conviction .. . 

it makes others believe in P 




