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This is a great story I want to make some giant statements about giants. There are 
three of them but I want you to get them down. The first giant statement that I want to 
make about giants is that every giant introduces a person to himself. We are going 
to study about David and Goliath today. I want to tell you something. When you and I 
face crisis it not only reveals a lot about crisis but it reveals who we are. Every giant I 
have faced whether it was personal or in the church it really gave me a good picture of 
myself. 

can remember the first giant I faced . It was early in my first pastorate. I hadn't been 
I there for over a couple of months until I came face to face with a giant. I remember how 

I was introduced to myself. Up until that point I had never been criticized , I had not 
knowingly run into somebody who apparently did not like pastors. I can remember 
when I faced my first giant I didn't do so well. In fact I did poorly. I asked myself "What 
did I do wrong? What's wrong with me? Instead of being like David running up the hill 
saying, "Give me the big boy." I just wanted to stay in my room . In fact I wanted to stick 
my head in the sand and hope the big boy disappeared. It was then that I realized that 
every giant I am going to face going to introduce me to who I really am. I decided that 
although I didn't want to face the giant I had better grow up. I can remember with great 
intimidation, with great fear mustering up the courage and swallowing hard to go sit 
down and one on one have my first encounter with the giant. I can remember the result 
of it. That one happened to be a very good one. I cannot describe to you the self 
respect that I had. I walked away and all of a sudden I said , "That took guts, that took 
courage." I was not sure how the cards were going to fall. But I can remember having 
such an inward glow that came because I dared to face the giant. 

1. But I can promise you every problem you ever face, every giant that you will ever 
encounter will introduce you really are. 
a,.,rvA 

second giant statement I want to make is: 
2. People who reach giant positions have defeated giants. Now that is a great 

truth . No team or individual has ever achieved greatness without somewhere 
facing and overcoming some great giant or obstacle. 

--ILLUS: There was a book written in 1962, it is out of print now. It was entitled , 
Cradles of Imminence. It was a very good book. What made this book I thought 
so good was that it took 413 famous people who had really excelled . They 
studied these people for five years trying to find some common thread in their life 
that would show them the secret of why these persons were so effective or so 
successful. Interesting enough after five years of study, the only common thread 
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they found in all these people that were exceptional is of the 413 people they 
studied, 392 of them had faced unbelievable problems or obstacles in their lives. 
All of a sudden they realized that the people who were coming out on top were 
the people who had been down under. It is like Booker T. Washington one time 
said , "You cannot ever judge success by what position you have, you can only 
judge success by what you have had to overcome to get there. " In this book they 
found that the only common thread that the people who were successful had was 
that they like David faced the giants of life. 

The third statement I want to make about giants is: 
3. Giants are often tools by which God fashions us for bigger things. David 

and Goliath is a story of one man representing an army. This was quite common 
in that day. They did that so that there would not be a major loss of lives. What 
they would do would be to get their champion , the best soldier that they had in 
their army, and they put him up against the best soldier in the opposing army. 
Which ever side lost would submit themselves for a certain period of slavery to 
the other nation. They did that to save lives. 

The Philistines had a big boy and they said we have a bigger boy than you do, 
and if you have a bigger boy that can knock him off, we will serve you and if not 
you will serve us. What I want you to understand is this giant represented 
more than himself. He represented a whole army. The giants that you and I 
face seldom stand alone. The problems that you and I encounter seldom stand 
by themselves. Most giants, most that you and I face represent a lot more 
what you and I are encountering at that very moment. Here's what happens. 
Like David if we defeat that giant there are multiple things that happen 
because of it. When David defeated Goliath, it was more than just one man 
defeating another man, it was bringing the whole organization up to a higher 
level. It was victory for a whole country. 

Now those are three giant statements abo·ut giants. I want you to think for just a 
moment and I want you to list a giant or two in your life. You have already thought of 
these giants. You know who they are. You know what they are. The reason I have 
you list them is you can be prepared to go out and be a giant killer. You can be 
prepared to go out and knock those giants off. Okay. 

Ten characteristics of a giant killer: (Today We Will Consider Only 3) 

1. Giant killers don't start off as giant killers. You know that in I Samuel 16, 
David, did not start off with his relationship with Saul as a soldier did he. He 
started off as a musician remember. Saul had a troubled heart and needed 
someone to sooth him and someone said , "Hey, we know a guy that's a good 
musician." It worked . Saul found that his heart was soothed by David's music 
and they became close. He made David an armor bearer. 
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--1 Samuel 17 Verse 14 "David was the youngest: and the three oldest, 
followed Saul But David went back and forth from Saul to tend his father's 
flock in Bethlehem." In other words, David started going back and forth to 
Saul 's palace playing for him and then he would go back and tend the flocks for 
his dad. He was being a shepherd . He didn't start off as a giant killer. Someone 
asks, "What does David do?" Well , David plays some music for the king and 
watches some sheep out on the farm. He doesn't knock off giants. He didn't 
start off that way. 

We know the story how Jesse asked David to go down and take food to his older 
brothers and bring back some news. In verse 20, "So David arose early in the 
morning and left the flock with a keeper and took the supplies and went as 
Jesse had commanded I love it. He is being a servant. He is being 
obedient in the small things. "And he came to the circle of the camp while 
the army was going out in battle array shouting the war cry." 

Let me stop here for a moment. Do you get the picture. David is going down to 
see how the brothers are during the battle. And every day Israel's army would 
get up and get all there stuff together and walk out there and shout the battle cry. 
I mean they would just yell , "Charge!" Then what they would do as soon as they 
would shout the battle cry they would all go back to their tents. It reminded me of 
a football team running out on the football field, doing ,:311 the warm-ups, getting 
over on the side and knocking each others' heads and doing all the things, rah
rah-rah . Then the game starts and they all go back to the locker room . 

reminds me of the church. Come on now. All of those holy huddles we 
have on Sunday. Where we come and suck our thumb and sing "Kum-Ba-Yah 
My Lord ." Kissy, kissy , kissy ... Nobody's affected . Nothing is changed . We 
just come around and have a little campfire. Hold hands for awhile and get in our 
holy huddle. Then we go back home and it is business as usual. That is exactly 
what happened in this story, when David went down there and they are all out 
there yell in the war cry and t to 

T-4t_ 

--Verses 21-24: "Israel and the Philistines drew up their battle in array, army 
against army." David left his baggage in the care of the baggage keeper 
and ran to the battle line in order to greet his brothers. He was talking witb 
them, "And behold the champion the Philistine from Gath, named Goliath, 
was coming up from the army of the Philistines, and spoke these same 
words." In other words he had been speaking these same words for 40 days. 
"And David heard them. And when all the men of Israel saw the man, they 
fled from him, and they were greatly afraid." 
They are taking off. 



wo Observations: 

A. David was faithful in the small tasks. It is very obvious. The story 
starts out so simple. He is just doing what he is supposed to, he is 
obeying dad . He is watching the sheep. He is faithful in the small tasks. 

The second observation about this story is as clear as the first one. 
B. Just as David was faithful in the small tasks the army was unfaithful in 

the big tasks. David was doing what he was supposed to be doing but 
the army wasn 't doing what they were supposed to be doing. 

I found a long time ago that many leaders rise to the top because those 
who should be doing what they are supposed to be doing are not. his is 
also true of churches . . . Can I tell you something to encourage you. 
Please believe this. There is plenty of room at the top. It gets real 
crowded at the bottom. There is hardly elbow room at the bottom. 
Believe me you really can 't move around at the bottom. There is a mass 
of people at the bottom. The higher you go the more room there is 
at the top . 
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But David didn't start off as a giant killer. He started out as a simple 
shepard boy obeying his dad . 

2. Giant killers see the potential reward if they defeat the giant. 

Frenchman once said: "The majority see the obstacles, the few see th 
objectives. History records the successes of the latter while oblivion is the 
reward of the former." Very true. 

-- Verse 25, the men of Israel said , "Have you seen this man who is coming 
up? Surely he is coming up to defy (Note these words for this is 
important) The king will enrich the man who kills him with great riches and 
will give him his daughter and make his father's house free in Israel.'! 

That's pretty good isn't it. The guy that kills Goliath, is going to get a lot of 
money. He is going to get married right into the royal family and he is going to 
make his father's house free in Israel. In other words, the king is going to take 
the mortgage off his father's house and he is not going to be taxed on it. That is 
a good deal. Now, I just want you to understand. There is a reward out here. 
You are not charging the big boy without any kind of reward system. 

Then David spoke to the men in verse saying, "What will be done for the 
man who kills this Philistine?" In other words, David said , "Excuse me? I 
think I heard you say that I'm gong to get a lot of money, going to get to marry 
the king 's daughter, and my dad's house is going to be free and clear. But could 
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you just repeat that just one more time. " ot e words, "I just want to make 
sure I've got my incentives right here. I want to make sure the motivation is clear 
before I charge and get the big boy." "What will be done for this man who 
kills the Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who i 
this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should taunt the armies of the living 
God?" 

--OBSERVATION: army of Israel saw the problem but Davia saw the 
potential. There is a major difference between the two. The thing I learned a 
long time ago about giant killers is that giant killers are willing to see things that 
others do not see. Now, did the army of Israel know about the reward of killing 
Goliath? Of course they did . They are the ones that told David. If you kill the 
big boy you get rich , you get to marry the king 's daughter, and your father's 
house is free and clear. They knew the rewards. when I talk to 
people about success they will say, "Well , I just didn't kno ." Yes, you did. The 
difference is that you fear the gjant more than you desjre the 

In any type of giant testing situation in our life, there are two emotions that run in 
it. One of them is fear and the other is courage. Very seldom do we see a 
person that has all fear and no courage. We seldom do we see a person with all 
courage and no fear. Usually it is a little bit of both . When your fear, your is 
greater than your courage you will not face the giant. your courage is 
greater than your fear you will face it. It is not an absence of fear it is just that 
courage is taking a dominant role so now you will charge the giant. This is what 
is happening in this story. David's courage is becoming greater than his fear. 

For years I ve observed successful people and successful churches. I have 
concluded , " he difference is they have been willing to I have 
watched them step out when other people were unwilling to step out, not unable 
but unwilling to step out. " 

is exactly what is happening in this story. t killer, David , is able to 
take the risk because he senses there is a reward. It is not a question of one 
person gets a better opportunity than another. It is not that at all. It is a question 
of being willing to take the risk in and of itself. 

--NOTE: I love the statement, "Climb out on the end of the limb of the tree 
because that is where the fruit is. " Some of us rather than getting out on the end 
of the limb for the fruit, just hold on to the trunk. 

It is not a question of whether there is potential or problems. There is always 
potential and there is always problems. The question is which one are you 
focusing on? you focus on the problem and trust in self ... If you focus on the 
potential and trust in God . . . 



3. killers don't listen to doubting critics. You can easily determine the 
caliber oJ erson by the amount of opposition it takes to discourage him. 

handle the critics, we like David have to do three things . 

I 

1. We must get by the Eliabs in our life if we are going to be a giant killer. 
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They are over us emotionally. (OAV 

--Verses 28-29, oldest when h spoke to , 
the men; and Eliab's anger burned against David, and he said, Why 
have you come down? And left those few sheep in the wilderness. I 
know the insolence and wickedness in your for you have come 
down so you might see the battle. But David said, "What have I 

Eliab was the oldest brother in the family. 
had an older brother. If you have an older brother you understand this 
part of the lesson . There is something about an older brother that is 
always emotionally over you . They are bigger than you . They are the first 
child. I understand this. Watch th is. 

David goes down to the camp and his older brother says, "What are you 
doing here? Why did you come here?" Now I want to make 
observations. 

A. Criticism hurts when it comes from someone over us such as the 
older brother here. 

B. Criticism hurts when it questions our motives. Do you notice how 
he questions David 's motives? He said, "I know your weaknesses, I 
know the insolence of your heart.' He is going right on the inside 
and that hurts! 

C. Criticism hurts when it is continued. You know David was 
continually criticized by Eliab. How do I know that? Because if you 
look at verse 29, David says, "What have I done The very 
question tells you that he has come at him several times. Isn't 
criticism tough when it keeps coming at you . It is like the waves on the 
ocean. It just keeps pounding the surf. 

D. Criticism hurts when it comes from people who have known us 
for a long time. 
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(1 . We must get by the Eliabs. They are over us emotionally.) 

Now you know the problem with Eliab don't you? The problem with Eliab 
had nothing to do with giants and had nothing to do with the I am 
going to help you here when you understand the criticism of a cri 1c. 
Especially a critic that continually criticizes. Not a person that comes to 
your life and speaks words of love and care and call for accountability. I'm 
not talking about that. We all need that. When the criticism is continu I, I 
want to guarantee you , there is something deeper behind the issue th n 
the criticism itself. 

Do you know what Eliab's problem was? I can tell you what it was. E ab, 
Samuel, was passed over for the king of Israel. He looked like the 

king . Everybody thought he would be the king , but he didn 't get to be the 
king . I want to tell you something. In your church or business you have al 
kinds of people who want to be the king and they are no longer getting to 
be the king. So what I am saying is that when there is constant criticism 
many, many times there is something deeper behind the issue. 

2. We must get by the King Sauls of life. They are over us positionally. 

You would think if anybody was going to get excited about someone 
taking on the big boy it would be the king. It is obvious that the king is not 
going to do it. So therefore, if the leader is not going to do it you would 
think he would be happy if someone raised his hand and said , "Pastor, I'll 
volunteer. I will do this." When a leader is positionally over people but he 
is a petty, jealous person, he will look at the volunteers of his church or 
organization as a threat instead of a help. 

King Saul , he doesn't like this. 
--Verses 31-33, "When the words of David were heard, they told them 

to Saul. And David said, Let no man's heart fail on account of him. 
Your servant will go and fight with this Philistine. And Saul said 
to David, you are not able to go up against this Philistine to fight 
with; you are but a youth, and he was a warrior from his youth." 

Notice the quote in your notes: "A critic is one who points out how 
imperfectly other people do what the critic does not do at all ." 
Isn 't this interesting? The Eliab is criticizing David . "El iab are you 
going to face the giant? Oh , no, I have to get the tent. " "Hey Saul , you 
are criticizing David . Are you going to face the giant? Oh , no, I am going 
back to my armor bearer. " 
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I hav never allowel the criticism of anyone to affect me unless they have 
been willing to make the journey with me in the process. 

ow, let's review for a moment. We must get by the Eliabs because they 
are over us emotionally. We must get by the King Sauls because they 

re over us positionally. 

3. We must get by the Goliaths because they are over us ability wise. 

( 
Goliath started criticizing and laughing at David. I mean let's face it. If 
you are going to bet who are you betting on? Goliath has the ability, 
Goliath is head over heels better than what David was. 

--Verse 41ff, "And the Philistine came and approached David with a 
shield bearer in front of him. And when the Philistine saw David he 
disdained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, with a handsome 
appearance. And the Phil istine said to David and said am I a dog 
that you would come to me with sticks? And the Philistines cursed 
him by his God. And the Philistine also said to David come to me 
and I will give your flesh to the birds of the sky and the beast of 
field." I mean he was immediately going after David. 

--John Maxwell: "Critics create solution pollution." They pollute every 
solution that you have. Notice the criticism on David . don't belong 
here. You are proud you are too young. You are inexperien ed. 
When Eliab made all those statements a little bit earlier, everybody 
agreed . Everybody looked at David and said you can't make it. It will 
never happen. To young, to inexperienced, never been to war college, 
you are not going to make it. Wow, that is why I have the quote, 
person who has never killed a giant will tell you that it is 
impossible." Isn't that beautiful. 

ow criticism is the greatest giant that I have ever had to kill. Of all the 
giants I have ever had to face, criticism was my biggest giant. I grew up in 
a home of unconditional love. They disciplined me but never put me 
down. I didn't really get into major criticism until I began to pastor a 
church . You are saying, "Yeah, I can relate to that. " 

--ILLUS: John Maxwell tells of his call to his first church, "The vote 
was 31 yes and 1 no. He called his dad . "Oh my goodness. Someone 
voted against me!" "Should I go to this church?" He said , "Please do, 
John it will be the first no you will ever get. " That was May of 1970. The 
last time they voted on him was i 1987. The church voted on Sunday 
morning. Three days later his business administrator came in and said , 
"John, you didn't ask what the vote was?" He looked up at him and I said , 
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"No, I guess I didn't. " "Well , don't you want to know?" "Not particularly." 
He walked out. He came back five minutes later and said , "I've got to tell 
you what the vote is ." John said , "That's when I realized that he was more 
interested then I was." ow what happened? Did John become callous? 
No, it was the process of growing and maturing in facing the giant of 
criticism. bis Methodist Minister I a long 
time ago that I cannot take everyone along it me. This train is 
moving out. You can stay on the train, you can get off the train or 
you can lay on the tracks and get run over." But read my lips: 
train is moving out!" 

"The lastthing that we need to do in life is to allow the criticism of others to 
ep fro r hing he oals God has us." 

CON: What ever giant has invaded your life, get up and go face it! Because if you face 
it correctly, there will be a time when you can face that giant and it is not a giant 
to you anymore. And you can say with David , 'I come to you in the name of the 
Lord of Hosts . . . This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands! 
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2. People who reach "Giant "have defeated 
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A critic is one who points out how imperfectly other people do what the critic 
does not do at all. 
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create Pollution" 

They are over us 

(17:41-44) p. 254 

John Maxwell 

A person who has never killed a giant will tell you it is impossible. 




