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BIBLE STUDY 
"A Man After 

God's Own Heart'' 

I Samuel 13: 14 
"But now your kingdom shall not endure. The Lord 

has sought out for Himself a man after His own 
heart, and the Lord has appointed him as ruler over 

His people, because you have not kept what the 
Lord commanded you." 

I. MEAN 
-It does not mean that David was perfect because: 
I. Hews impetuous (I Sam. 25:21-22) 
2. He was carnal 11) 
3. He was weak Sam. 11) 

II. 
-David was "a man after God's own heari" because: 
1. Of the purpose for which he existed (II Sam. 7) 
2. Of the passion with which he lived 17) 
3. Of the persistence by which he endured 

1. What is in our hearts is more important than the 
appearance we present to the world. I Sam. 16:7) 

2. The passion with which we live out our is 
more important than our actual accomplishments. 

3. Staying power is more important than starting 
power. 
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WE THREE KINGS: DAVID 
1 Samuel 

(Second in a series of sermons on the Kings of United Israel) 

Have you ever noticed that each of 
heroes of th Old Testament is set apart 

from the others with some distinctive mark? 
me illustrate what I mean. 

am was certainly one of the 
heroes of the Old Testament. His 
distinctiveness is noted with a phrase which 
the Bible used only of him. In all of 
Scripture, Abraham, alone, is called "the 
friend o God" 2:23). 

oses was one of the heroes of the 
Old Testament. His distinctiveness is noted 
in the amazing privilege which apparently 
only he experienced. In all of Scripture, 
Moses alone is given the privilege of 
seeing the face of God. Exodus 33: 11 says, 
"Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses 
face to face." 

was another of the Old 
Testament heroes. His distinctiveness is 
noted in the description given of his 
transition to heaven. In all of Scripture, 
about Elijah alone was it said that he "went 
up by a whirlwind to heaven" Kings 
2:11). 

Side by side with the 
friend of Gcxl, and who saw God 
face to face, and who went up to 
heaven in a whirlwind is Davia. He, too, is 
one of the heroes of the Old Testament. 

is David's snnctiveness 
noted? I think in the used 
to describe him before he ever came 
the scene, an expression submerged in the 
discussion of Saul's from grace. 
had amuel and had lost God's 
favor. In response to his failure, Samuel 
said to king Saul, now your kingdom 
shall not endure. The Lord has sought out 
for Himself a after His own 

statement provides the 
distinguishing marlc of David. was 
a friend of God. talked to God face 
to face. IEiijaH was taken up to heaven in a 
whirlwind. avid was a man after God's 
own heart. 

is David's distinctiveness. 
does that mean? Before I answer that 
question, let me remind you of what that 
phrase does not 

What It Does Not Mean 

To call David a man after God's 
own heart is not to suggest that he was 
perfect. There has only been one perfect 
man to ever live on the face of this earth 
and that was God's only begotten Son. All ,, 
of the rest of us live in arthen vessels 
which are marred by sin. 

I( , 1 
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Jerome was shopping for a pair of 
snakeskin boots. He tried on one pair but 
rejected them with the comment, "There is 
an imperfection on this booL" He tried on 
another pair and again found some flaw in 
the skin. He did this with another half 
dozen pair. Finally, the shoe clerk said, 
"Coolc, I'm not perfect, and you're 
not How can you expect some 
snak to be perfect!" 

David was certainly not perfect. 
his impetuous spint when he 

wanted to wipe out Nabal's men after they 
refused to provide food for his warriors 

25· -22). 
see his carnal spirit in his sin 

against Bathsheba (2 Sam. 11 ). 
e see is w when instead 

of facing up to his sin he had Uriah killed 
(2 Sam. 11). 

11 

Our political leaders today are not 
perfect. Our spiritual leaders today are not 
perfect. And David was not To call 
David "a man after God's own bean" does 
not mean he was perfec Why 
God use this term of David 

avid as a man after God's own 
OF FOR 

CH 
illustration of this truth is seen 

in the decision about who would build the 
temple. Chapter one of this story is found 
n 2 Samuel 7. David had ome king 

over all of Israel. He had defeated the 
arch enemies of Israel. He had 

brought the ark of the covenant to 
Jerusalem. God had richly blessed him. As 
David meditated on all God had done for 
him, he decided he needed to do something 
for God. David wanted to build a house for 
God. With the encouragement of Nathan, 
David took his proposition to the Lord. 

May/June, 1995 

od responded recounting His 
guidance in David's life, y 
covenant promises to David, 

of c continued blessings in the 
future. Then God said, ''Davia, you will not 
build the temple. Your son will do it" (2 
Sam. 7:12-13, author's paraphrase). David 
responded by praising God and then by 

ath · ate · with which lomon 
constructed the temple. 

e key insight into v.it · 
ho ever, not come until years later, Wtt. 
after David has died, after Solomon 
constructed the temple. At the dedication of · 
the temple, Solomon said, "But the Lord 
said to my father David, 'Because it was in 
your hean to build a house for My name, 

did well that it was in your bean" 
Kings 8:18). 

David did not always do what he 
wanted to but it was in his bean. 
Because the driving force in his life was 
the purpose for which God had called 
David w 

was a man after G 
OF 

WHICH HE LIVED. = -e~ '6.ls~t of 
this spirit was David's encounter with 
Goliath. 

It is impossible to think of David 
without thinking of Goliath. David's defeat 
of Goliath was the defining moment in 
David's life. We have heard the story for 
so long that we sometimes forget the sheer: 

of David, the uninhibited 
~nthusiasm which pushed him out into the 
valley of Elah to face the nine foot 
behemoth named Goliath. Everyone 
trembled at the taunts of Goliath, but not 
David. He said, " o does this guy think 

is to taunt the armies of the living 
God?" (1 Sam. author's paraphrase). 
No one would dare face this champion of 
the Philistines. David said, "I'll do it" (1 

17:32). 
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When Saul tried to fit him with Conclusion 
armor, 'I don't need all 

have my (1 Sam. these evaluanons are correct, and 
When Goliath saw David coming to they are only speculations, they provide 

meet him with only a sling shot, he could ome insights for us as we live out our 
not believe it. "You little runt," Goliath lives for Goo 
said, "I'll · feed your body to the birds of irs, David reminds us that is 

sky and the beasts of the field." in o heart is more t than 
David responded, "Wrong, buddy! we present to world. As 

omeone will be fed to the oirds and the God said to Samuel, 'Eor God sees not as 
beasts, but it won't be me. It will be you" an sees, for man looks at the outward 
(1 Sam. 17:46, author's paraphrase). appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart" 

Whatever else we say about David, (1 Sam. 16:7). 
we have to acknowledge that he lived his 
life with an audacious exuberance. He lived 

avid lived his life 
enabled him to 

David was a man -
many times David could have given up. 

the armor wouldn't fit as he 
prepared to face Goliath, when tried to 
destroy when his wife Mi£llal was 
taken from him, when his best friend 
Nathan was killed, when he yielded to 
temptation and slept with Bathsheba, when 
his baby when his children went out 
of control, when Absalom usurped his 
throne, when Absalom was killed, · 

. 
-at dozens of times during his lifetime 

ave said, "The journey is too 
obstacles are too great. I 

can't go any further." Yet, David never 
gave up. He kept going to the very end. 

avid many times but he was 
no failure. David wa many times 
bu e was never sopped. he 
persisted in his passion to fulfill the 
purpose of God for his life, David 
m after God's own heart. 

God must 
thrilled with the faithful whose faith is 
rooted deep in their hearts. 

Second David reminds us that ffic 
with whic e live out our li es is 

more than actual 
accomplishments. 

David's entire life was characterized 
by an audacious enthusiasm. 

the midst of tepid faith which 
never gets excited about anything, how God 
must be thrilled with the faithful whose 
deep-seated faith explodes into a passion 
for life. 

David reminds us that staying 
power is more important than starting 
power. 

J\:t the end of the day, a life 
insurance salesman was finally admitted to 
see the big boss. "You should feel highl 
honored," said the boss. "Do you know that 
I have refused to see seven insurance men 
today?" "I know," explained the agent. "I'm 
them!" 

In the midst of fickle faith which 
fizzles at the finish, how God must be 
thrilled with the faithful who persevere in 
their commitment all the way to the end. 

can emulate the pattern of 
then perhaps, G will say of us 

hat said of David: ' You are a 
man/woman after God's own heart." 

C I 




