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WISDOM 

SCRIPTURE: I Kings 3: 5-14 

INTRO: THIS PASSAGE CONFRONTS US WITH AN 
INCREDIBLE POTENTIAL! THE GOD WHO OWNED 
THE CATTLE ON A THOUSAND HILLS, THE GOD 
WHO MADE THE HEAVENS THE 
GOD WHO HAD THE WHOLE WORLD HANDS, 
THIS GOD SAID TO SOLOMON, "ASK WHAT YOU 
WISH TO HAVE AND I WILL GIVE IT TO YOU." 

HOW WOULD YOU RESPOND TO SUCH AN 
OFFER? IF GOD TOLD YOU THAT HE WOULD GIVE 
YOU WHATEVER YOU DESIRED, WHAT WOULD IT 
BE? 

SOME WOULD ASK FOR PERPETUITY--LONG 
LIFE. ONE JEWISH MAN AT AGE 105 QUIT GOING 
TO THE TEMPLE. WHEN ASKED WHY, HE RESPONDED, 
'' I FIGURE GOD HAS FORGOTTEN ABOUT ME AND I 
DON'T WANT TO REMIND HIM THAT I'M STILL HERE!" 
PERPETUITY IS NICE, BUT IT IS NOT THE ULTI
MATE GOAL OF LIVING. YEARS TO YOUR 
LIFE IS NOT NEARLY IMPORTANT AS 
LIFE TO YOUR YEARS. 

SOME WOULD ASK FOR POSSESSIONS. RICHES 
ARE A NECESSARY INGREDIENT IN OUR DAY, BUT 
THEY ARE NOT THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF LIVING. 
HAVING THE MONEY CAN BUY IS NOT NEARLY 
AS IMPORTANT AS HAVING THE THINGS THAT MONEY 

BUY. 
SOME WOULD ASK FOR POSITION. POSITION 

IN LIFE IS IMPORTANT, BUT IT IS NOT THE ULTI
MATE GOAL OF LIVING. KNOWING THE ADULATION 
OF OUR PEERS IS NOT NEARLY AS AS 
EXPERIENCING THE AFFIRMATION .. 

SOLOMON HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO ASK GOD 
FOR WHATEVER HE WANTED. SOLOMON DID NOT ASK 
FOR PERPETUITY, POSSESSIONS, OR POSITION. 
HE ASKED FOR WISDOM. THAT WAS LIFE'S HIGHEST 
PRIORITY FOR HIM. IN RESPONSE TO HIS REQUEST, 
GOD GAVE TO SOLOMON SUCH WISDOM TAT HE BE
CAME A IN HIS OWN TIME. SOLOMON RODE 



HE CREST OF THE GOLDEN AGE OF WISDOM. THE WISDOM 
OVEMENT HAD SPREAD THROUGHOUT EGYPT AND MESOPOTA
IA AND HAD BECOME A CULTURAL PHENOMENON IN THE 
CIENT WORLD. IN THE COURTS OF THE MONARCH, THE 

ISE PERSON WAS HELD IN HIGH ESTEEM. PREEMINENT 
WAS SOLOMON (I KINGS 4:30-31). 

OLOMON, THE WISEST OF THE WISE, HAS LEFT US A 
LEGACY OF HIS WISDOM IN THE BIBLICAL BOOK CALLED 
PROVERBS. 

THE THEME OF THE BOOK OF PROVERBS IS WISDOM. 
SOLOMON APPLIES THIS WISDOM TO THE VARIOUS DIMEN
SIONS OF EVERY DAY LIFE. ONE OF THE PRIMARY DIMEN
SIONS OF LIFE UPON WHICH PROVERBS FOCUSES IS 
LIFE. IN FACT, SO MANY OF THESE WISE SAYINGS IN 
PROVERBS ARE CONCERNED WITH HOME AND FAMILY LIFE 
THAT IT HAS BEEN REFERRED TO AS "THE MARRIAGE AND 

S HANDBOOK . " 
DAY,'' I WANT US TO GO TO THE MARRtAGI 

AND FAMILY COUNSELOR'S HANDBOOK FOR WISDOM. I 
WANT US TO HEAR THE WRITER OF PROVERBS 1 WORDS OF 
WISDOM FOR THE FAMILY. 

I. A WORD OF WISDOM TO PARENTS 
--NOTE: 

It is a great t o be 
parent. Along with privile ge comes respons i

bility. suggests thre e primary _ 
sibilities parents. 
1. Parents Are To Instruct Their 

- 4: my son. and a c cept 
sayings, and the years of your l i f e wi ll 
many. I have directed you in t h e way o f 
wisdom; I have led you in upright paths . . , 

--This responsibility is even c l earl y 
tated in the familiar · 6, r 

-, up a child in the way he should go: and 
he is old, he will not depa r t from it ·. 

--NOTE: I am not talking about the kind o f 
love which will not allow a child 

to think for himself. One mother said to 
her daughter, "As long as I have but one 
life to live, I'm going to live yours." 

Nor am I talking about negative parent 
i ng. One man has rightfully said, "Most 
parents spend all of the i r time training 
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up a child in the way he should go." 
is not the intent of the Pro-

1verbial challenge to instruct our chil
dren. The idea is to provide ositive 

ines and consistent direction for 
a full and happy life. Our paren a! 
responsibility is to instruct our chil
dren--and our children instruc-
tion. 

A Gallup/AP Youth Survey reported 
in the March, 1986 Youthletter revealed 
that 92% of the 502 teenagers surveyed 
said they would welcome more respect for 
authority and 86% said they would welcome 
more emphasis on traditional family ties. 
The proportion of teens wanting greater 
family ties from 80% in 1979 to 86% in 
1986! 

2. arents Are To Their Children 
- -NOTE: Josh Billings, the great American 

humorist , once s aid, "Train up a child 
in the way he should go, and walk there 
yourself ever onc e in a while." There 
is a significant truth in that sugges
tion. Our children learn more by what 
we do than by what we 

--The writer of states this 
responsibility in Proverbs 20:7 ''A 
rjghteous man who walks in his integ

blessed his after 
him.·• . 

--APPLY: A child whose father or mother 
takes time to instruct him is fortunate. 
But a child whose father or mother take 
time to influence him with the godliness 
of their own lives--that child is blessed. 

3. Parents Are To Integrate Their Children 
Into Society 

--NOTE : Much debat e is h e ard today a bout 
discipline and how it is to be adminj 
tered. Many suggest that spanking 
detrimental to the welfare of the c.h ~ 
and should be avoided. The writer 
Proverbs does not agree. He suggests 
that spanking is a valid means of 
pline. This truth appears repeat e dly 
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in the book of Proverbs. 
--Notice especially Proverbs 13:24: "He who 

spares his rod hates his son. But he who 
loves him.,disciplines him diligently." 

The key question, however, is not the 
method of discipline used. The major fac
tor is the ultimate outcome of the disci
pline in the life of the child. 

whatever 
method is used, discipline is necessary 
because only through properly applied dis
cipline will the child be integrated into 
society to live in a healthy and wholesome 
way. 

We see this in Proverbs 29:15: "The 
rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child 
goes his own way brings shame to his mo
ther." 

We see this in Proverbs 29:17: "Cor
rect your son, and he will give you com
fort; He will deligbt your soul." 

Parents, this is the advice the 
writer of Proverbs, inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, gives us. We are to instruct ou r 
children, influence our children. and 
integrate them into society. 

II. A WORD OF WISDOM TO CHILDREN 
The writer of Proverbs also a word 

of wisdom for children. es t hem 
t o resporrd o 
obey them, to observe them, to honor them. 
1. Children Are To Obey Their Parents 

--Proverbs "My son, observe the com
mandment of your father, and do not forsake 
the teaching of your mother. Bind them 
continually on your heart, tie them around 
your neck. When you walk they will 
guide you. When you sleep, they will watc h 
over you. And when you awake, they will 
talk to you . 11 

--NOTE: The primary responsibility of a 
child is to obey his parents, not because 
the parents are always right but because 
in obeying your parents you are learning 
to live under authority, which is one of 
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the most important principles of life. --NOTE : Once a man and woman become husband 
If respect for authority is not and wife this supersedes all other 

t.~fht in the society has other ships--Relationships to parents--Rela-
tut ions that will teach it. We tionships to friends of the same ·sex and of 

call these "jails" and "prisons." the opposite sex ... 
2. Chil Observe Their Parents 2. Marri age I s A Partnersh ip 

--NOTE : We are not to o 1:8 "Hear, my son, your father's 
our parents. We are also to instructions, and do not forsake your mo-
from them. This is the idea presented ther's teachings. 
in Proverbs 23:26 : "Give me your heart, --NOTE : The father and mother are put on equal 
my son, and let delight in footing. They form a partnership. We see 
my ways." the same truth in t he dis-

That is one of the greatest bene- cussion of the excellent wife . We see a 
fits of the family. It provides a husband and wife, working together, in a part 
laboratory in which parents live out of industry and involvement. 
before their children for of the problem in today's family 

es onsible living,. Children, as you could be avoided if we would see the husband-
observe your parents, you will learn wife relationship as a partnership under God 
how to cope with the realities of life formed for the purpose of creating a firm 
that you yourself will someday face _cJ.; foundation for the family in whie h each part-

3. Children Are To Honor Their Parents ner plays a significant part and to which 
--Proverbs 20:20 "Whoso curseth his father ach child must give himself. 

or his mother, his lamp shall be put out In maintaining this partnership we 
in obscure darkness." must use tact. 

20 : 12 "Honour thy father and thy What is Tact is t h e abi lity to 
mother: that thy days may be long upon • · conceal how much we think of ours e lves and 
the land which the Lord thy God giveth how little we think of the other pe rson.'' 
thee." 3. Promise 

--But How? More by the life you live than - -NOTE : People make and break promises for 
by the words you speak... various reasons. A young girl at s ummer 

A WORD OF W SDOM TO HUSBANDS AND WIVES 
--NOTE: not only speaks of our rela

tion to our children as "parents," he also 
speaks of our relation to each other as 
husbands and wives. This is the founda
tional relation in the home. Withou he 
husband-wife relation's being right, all 
else is wrong! 
1. Marriag I s A Priority 

--This truth was first stated in 
2:24--"Therefore shall a man leave 
father and his mother, and shall 
unto his wife: and they shall be one 
flesh." 

camp had promised her mother that she would 
not allow any boy to kiss her. She decided 
to keep a diary. Here are some of the firs t 
entries. 

et First day--checked in; easy j ob; met Don 
who carried my suitcase. 

Second day--Don asked me to go to the 
snack bar. 

Third day--date with Don; he a sked if he 
could kiss me; I refused. 

Fourth day--! refused again and Don 
threatened that if I didn't kiss him, he 
would blow up the whole auditorium with three 
thousand people inside. 

Fifth day--! saved three thousand lives 
tonight. 



--NOTE: The promises made in marriage 
more serious than that one 

made by this teenage girl. In mar-
riage we promise: 

"To have and to hold, from this 
day forward. For better for worse, 
for richer or poorer, in sickness 
and in health, to love and to cherish 
TILL DEATH US DO PART." 

--NOTE: Marriage is an intimate, special, 
unique relationship between two people 
which is not to be violated by inti
mate affection with anyone else. 
riage means that two people love each 
other so much that they don't care 
to love anyone else in quite the same 
way. The word for that is faitlifu ness. 
And throughout the Bible, it is not love 
but faithfulness which is the to 
marriage. ll ''r;<d 

--We see this in Proverbs 5:15 
"Drink .water from your own cistern, and 
fresh water from your own well; and re

with the wife of thy youth. " e 
more strongly declared in P erbs 

: 32: "The one who commits 
woman is lacking sense: he who would 

himself does it." 
OTE: When a man an a woman make a 

commitment to each other which is so 
strong and so genuine that they refuse 
to ever let anybody or anything ever 
break into the circle of their exclu
sive commitment, then they are practi-
cing the of faithfulness the wri-
ter of Proverbs speaks of. And when a 
man and a woman practice that kind of 
faithfulness, they are f ollowing the 
pattern that will lead to fulfillment 
and permancy in their marriage. 

' 
CON: poet's book 

And found upon the page, 
"Stone walls do not a prison make 

Or iron bars a cage." 
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CON CONT: Yes, that is true, and something more, 
You will find where'er you 

That marble floors and gilded walls 
Can never make a home. 

But everywhere that love abides, 
And friendship is a guest 

Is surely home, and home sweet home, 
For there the soul can rest . 

Van Dyke 
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Words of Wisdom for the Family 
Sunday Morning - May 11, 2003 

I Kings 3:5-14 

Proverbs is the marriage and family counselor's handbook for wisdom 

I A Word of Wisdom to Parents 
1. Parents are to Instruct Their Children - Proverbs 4: 10 

>A Gallup poll showed that 86% of teens want greater family ties< 

2. Parents are to Influence Their Children - Proverbs 20:7 
>Our children learn more by that we do than by what we say< 

3. Parents are to Integrate Their Children into Society - Proverbs 13:24 
> The purpose of parental discipline is to integrate a child into society< 

II A Word of Wisdom to Children 
1. Children are to Obey Their Parents - Proverbs 6:20-22 

>By obeying parents a child is learning to live under authority< 

2. Children are to Observe Their Parents - Proverbs 23:26 
>Parents are to be role models of0 responsible living< 

3. Children are to Honor Their Parents - Proverbs 20:20 and Exodus 20:12 
>A child honors a parent more by the life he lives than words he speaks< 

III A Word of Wisdom to Husbands and Wives 
1. Marriage is a Priority - Genesis 2:24 

>Marriage supersedes all other relationships< 

2. Marriage is a Partnership - Proverbs 1 :8 
>Marriage places a husband and wife on equal footing< 

3. Marriage is a Promise - Proverbs 5:15 & 18 
>"To have and to hold, for better for worse, in sickness and in 
health, to love and to cherish 'till death us to part"< 




