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WE THREE KINGS: SOLOMON 
1 11:1-13 

in a series of sermons on the Kings of United Israel) 

S continues to be popular in 
ev~e-ry~ a=ge, because of his profound 

into human For example. in 
many of his heroes, Shakespeare revealed 
a that has been apparent 
history. Sometimes our enemy is the 
enemy inside us. Othello the victim of his 
own pousy. Lear was the victim of his 

miiiirected suspicions. 
succumbed primarily because of his 

Each had his enemies, but none 
compared in sheer destJUctive power to the 
enemy within the hero himself. 

y side se cffiinicters of 
whose greatest enemy 

enemy within, we can place this of 
whose name was Solomon. Solomon 

ended his reign with an estranged relationship 
with God and without a clearly established plan 
for succession to the throne. a result. the 
united kingdom of Israel split into two 
competitive societies which never again 
recaptured the glory of Israel's early days. 

we life of this man who 
succumbed to the enemy within and fell away 
from God, we can learn how to avoid that in 
our lives. 

Reality or Falling Away 

We must deal first of all with the 
reality of falling away. Perhaps 

in the today is that so many fall 
away from a vital, dynamic, growing 

relationship with G . It is true of your 
School *Look closely at a list of members 
of your Sunday School and you will see 
many who at an earlier time were passionate in 
their faith and actively involved in the church 
but now have become what one man called 
"alumni of the church." 

It is true of We have over 
,cco members in our church. Yet, on a Sunday 

morning we will have only 
people in worship. If we count everyone who 
comes to worship on any Sunday in the year 
we might be able to push the number up to 
I. . perhaps J~ OO. 

means half of the people who are 
embers of this church never come to worship. 

At one time they walked down this aisle and 
professed their faith in Christ and their desire 
to be involved in this church, now they 
have drifted away. 

What to Solomon. then. was 
not an isolated incident but an experience 
which has been duplicated the ages. 
Solomon teaches us some lessons we need to 
nail down to begin with about the reality of 
falling away. 

First. Solomon teaches us that 
BEGINNINGS DO NOT INSURE 

motivator often says, Begun 
is half done " That is true. However, half done 
is not good enough. We must add to that good 
beginning a good ending. That's why Paul 
congratulated the Philippians view of your 

l 
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participation in the gospel from the first day 
now" ePhll. They well 

they finished well. 
the of commitment Paul 

made. He wrote "But I 
my body and it my slave, lest 

after I have others, I 
should be disqualified" (1 Cor. 9:27). 

Just as he had a good beginning in the faith, 
he wanted to have a good ending. 

was, in part, why Solomon failed. 
He had a strong beginning. Unfortunately, he 
did not stay faithful to the end. 

Second, Solomon teaches us that 
GROWING OLDER DOES NOT 

seem to that growing olde 
will enable us to automatically shed our 
tendencies to become more tender, loving 

simply because we are getting older. In 
reality, aging sometimes brings to the surface 
our sides. 

Ken in his book called.,TM 
says tha 

If envision these years as a time 
of social isolation, and ill health, we 
m_M' consciously or unconsciously aim ourselves 
in these directions. On the other hand, 
Dychtwald explains, expectations we have 
of long life are filled with vigor, fu1filling 
activities, and social usefulness, we might 
similarly aim ourselves toward these mo 
hopeful possibilities. 

We don't automatically become better 
as we grow older. "Mlat we become is 
dete1111ined by our attitude. 

Third, Solomon teaches us that '4 UFE 
OF PRIVILEGE DOES NOT NECESSARJLY 
PROMOTE GODUNESS. . 

Uving in America. we have bought 
money is great problem 

solver. Get a with a 
the right investments, win the lo , and 

we '11 be set for life. All our problems will be 
care of. All of history has testified to the 

opposite philosophy. affluence provides a 
comext which encourages self-dependence and 
evil and in fact causes more problems than it 
solves. 
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Several men on a mission trip Haili 
met a nineteen-year-old boy who was a devout 

ITTJey mvited him to isit the United 
States. young man who had never sle~ 
between who had never had three meals 
on the same day, who had never used indoor 
plumbing, was overwhelmed with the 

in America. He spent six in 
America, traveling and making new friends. 

end of six week tour, his 
a dinner for him during which him 
to his He said, "I want to 
you so much for inviting me here. I have really 
enjoyed this time in the United But I 
am also very glad to be going home. You have 
so much in America that I'm beginning to lose 
my grip on my dependency on 
Christ." 

often happens to us. We have so 
materially it causes us to OUJj 

l!iP on our on 
what Paul shared with young 

Timothy in his first epistle to his young friend. 
Paul wrote, love of money is a root of 
all sorts of and some by longing for it 
have wandered away from and 

themselves with many a pang" 
6:10). He did not say money is the root of all 
evil but the love of money. 

n a 
Solomon lived a ripe old age. Solomon lived 
in the lap of luxury. Despite these things, 
Solomon fell away from God. We are 

some insight in this eleventh chapter of 
1 Kings. 

The Reasons for Fallin1 A 

Why does a person fall away from 
God? 

falling away comes from 
fFOCUSING ON THE WRONG THINGS. 

Solomon wisdom of God 
and with thal wisdom built a powerful, 
influential God's blessings 
obviously been on him in every realm of his 
life: rially, and But 
then, the Bible says. Solomon began to focus 
on the wrong things. In l Kings 11:l, the Bible 
says, King Solomon loved many foreign 

along with daughter of Pharaoh." 
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he focused on these foreign women, he took 
focus off of Goo's purpose and plan for his 

~: 
remem r a similar experience in one 

of the churches where I have pastored. 
member of the church was a leader in the 
Baptist of our state and was actively 
involved in our church. He was on the pulpit 
committee that called me to the church. He was 
a charismatic, attractive, outgoing Christian 
leader. And, he was also a successful 
businessman. He sold his business for several 
million dollars and, without a definite 
commitment to keep him in town all the time, 
he began to travel more. He had a house in 
several different locations. He would take his 
family to one of these homes almost every 
weekend. Being gone every weekend, he 
eventually moved away from the church. He 
neglected his responsibilities in the church. It 
even affected his family. Before long, he split 
with his wife and he lost his influence in the 
Lord's work. 

The problem of ·s man, as with 
Solomon, was that focus on 

· gs. When we focus on the wrong 
things, we will fall away from God. 

Second, falling away comes from 
IDSTENING TO THE WRONG VOICES. 

had seven hundred wives and 
is a total of 

I women who were trying to gain the 
attention of olomon! ilbe Bible says, "his 
wives turned his heart away" Kings 11 :3). 
Solomon gradually began to listen to the voices 
of his wives instead of listening to the voice of 
God. 

We will not have 1000 wives. 
Nevertheless, Solomon's experience raises some 
importan questions for us. 

fiere we get the direction for our 

Do we get it from our feelings? we 
do what we feel like doing? 

Do we get it from our crowd? we 
do what everyone else is doing. 

Do we get it from our circumstances? 
Do we whatever is most 

Do we get it from a significant other in 
our lives? Do we do whatever our spouse o 
our parents or our children want us to 
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oo we get the direction for our 
lives? have two specific sources for, 
guidance in our lives. 

We have the Holy Bible to give us 
infonnati n from God and we have the Holy 
Spirit to give us inspiration from God. When 
we listen to God speak to us through His word 
and when we follow the guidance given by His 
Spirit, we will follow a pathway that leads to 
faithfulness. the ther hand, ·sten 

we like 
away from God. 

Third, falling away comes from 
V ALU/NG THE WRONG THINGS. 

When Solomon focused on his wives 
and to his instead of listening to 
God, he into their system. He 
began to value the wrong things. 

at verse 4 in our text. The Bible 
says about Solomon, ' his heart was not 
devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of 
David his father had been." 

Look at erse 6. The Bible says 
Solomon not follow the Lord fully, as 
David father had done." 

Then, in verses 7-8 the Bible says that 
Solomon built places of worship to the gods 
worshipped by his wives. 

Solomon gave value to other gods 
of worshipping the one true God. 

Consequently, his value system was distorted. 
What is the most valuable thing in your 

life? 1s e mo significant guestion in 
life, for what we value will eventually 
determine what we become. 

When we buy into the value system of 
the world, we are putting ourselves on a 
pathway that leads us away from _,_,~ 

t/ 
... ... 

Dr. Will Houghton followed Dr. James 
M. Gray as president of Moody Bible Institute 
Soon after the change in leadership, the two 
men spoke together at a conference and then, 
following the conference, they spent some time 
together in prayer. In his prayer, Dr. Gray 
prayed, G , <Ion lee me a 
wicke old man." can Even with the 
best of beginnings, we can become a 
old man or a wicked old woman. 



"Falling Away" 

I Kings 11: 1-13 (NASB) 
1 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women along 
with the daughter of Pharoah: Moabite, Ammonite, 
Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 
2 from the nations concerning which the Lord had said to 
the sons of Israel, "You shall not associate with them, nei
ther shall they associate with you, for they will surely turn 
your heart away after their gods." Solomon held fast to 
these in love. 
3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three 
hundred concubines, and his wives turned his heart away. 
4 For it came about when Solomon was old, his wives 
turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was 
not wholly devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of 
David his father had been. 
5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the 
Sidonians and after Milcom the detestable idol of the Am
monites. 
6 And Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, 
and did not follow the Lord fully, as David his father had 
done. 
7 Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the de
testable idol of Moab, on the mountain which is east of 
Jerusalem, and for Molech the detestable idol of the sons 
of--Ammon.--
8 Thus also he did for all his foreign wives, who burned 
incense and sacrificed to their gods. 
9 Now the Lord was angry with Solomon because his 
heart was turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who had appeared to him twice, 
10 and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he 
should not go after other gods; but he did not observe what 
the Lord had commanded. 
11 So the Lord said to Solomon, "Because you have done 
this, and you not kept My covenant and My statutes, 
which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the king
dom from you, will give it to your servant. 
12 "Nevertheless I will not do it in your days for the sake 
of your father, David, but I will tear it out of the hand of 
your son. 
13 "However, I will not tear away all the kingdom, but I 
will give one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant 
David and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen." 

I. THE REALITY OF FALLING AWAY 
1. Good Beginnings Do Not Insure Good Endings 

--Philippians 1 :5 & I Corinthians 9:27 
2. Growing Older Not Guarantee Getting Better 

--1 Kings 11 :4 " ... when Solomon was old .. . " 
3. A Life of Privilege Does Not Necessarily 

Promote Godliness 
--1 Timothy 6: 10 

II . . THE REASQNS FOR FALLING AWAY 
I. Focusing On The Wrong Things 

--1 Kings 
2. Listening To The Wrong Voices 

--1 Kings 11 :3 
3. Valuing The Wrong Things 

III. THE REMEDY FOR FALLING AWAY 
--1 Kings 11 :6b "Follow the Lord fully ... " 

Vocation 
t,h(Z, of 

Goy(Z,, In rol(Z, Of wmu 
wo, In Gh1ldr(Z,n'1 

ol,o. Th(Z, 

for a ,ion, 

up 

4:00 PM - Fun & Games 
6:00 PM - Meal Served 

After Dark - Fireworks Display 

The church will furnish the barbecue and drinks. 
Everyone Is asked to bring a side dish or salad 
and a dessert. You may bring lawn chairs and/ 
or blankets if you wish . Invite your friends and 
family celebrate the holiday with your First 
Baptist famllyl 

GAYE KIRBY FUND 
We Choose To 

The funeral expenses of Gaye Kirby, our Director of 
Woman's Missionary Union, are being underwritten by 
members of our congregation. As an expression of your 
love for and appreciation of Gaye, you may place your 
gift in any envelope and mark it "Benevolence." The 
Kirby's home was severely damaged during the recent 
storm and her lengthy stay in the hospital has been 

most costly. 

'So we opportunity, let us 
practice 9ood to everybody, but espedoly 
to members of f of 

10 (Williams 

presen 

J. 0. Strother 



June Elam 
Spenser Hisey 

June 27 
Paul Adams 
Karla Cardenas 
Charlie Cates 
Harold Chandler 

June 28 
Sterling Bearden 
Elaine Cannon 
Eva Cole 
Paula Evans 

June 29 
Beulah Brown 
Eddie Burney 
Alicia Dufresne 

June 30 
Ruth Bennett 
Ann Choate 
Marla Cummings 
Escal Duke 
Sandra Hedden 
Bobby Hughes 

July 1 
Alana Turner 
Jo Clarke 
Clara Deese 
Andrea Mendoza 

J.J.. 

D. D. Moorehead 
Jason Skelton 

Earl Crook 
Gene Jett 
Tabitha Merrick 
Megan Mizelle 

Chase Houston 
Delphene Kresge 
Kristy Ponder 

Sally Grafa 
Derek Lopez 
Petra Moreno 

Marilyn Kite 
Ashley Matthews 
Ira Redkey 
Freida Slone 
Gary Sturgill 

Irene Turk 
Jo Whitworth 
Matthew Williams 

Marie (Mrs. Richard) Carter, Argentina 
Patricia (Mrs. Claylan) Coursey, Kenya 
Cynthia (Mrs. Hal) Cunnyngham, Taiwan 
Susan (Mrs. Robert) Evans, Angola 
Jacquelyn (Mrs. Walter) Ford, Botswana 
Jimmy Foster, Cooperative Services Int'l - UK 
Jamie (Mrs. Tony) Lynn, Niger Republic 
Jackson Martin, Ghana 
Beth Ann Mauney, Georgia 
James Oliver, Jr., Colombia 
Kathy (Mrs. Samuel) Parham, Guinea 
Tami Ruckman, Georgia 
Robert Stewart, Thailand 
Candace (Mrs. Bob) Tallent, New Jersey 
RETIRED: 
Bynum Akins, Texas 
Ruby Gunn, Oklahoma 
Lidia (Mrs. Alejandro) Leal, Texas 
Violet Popp, Jordan 
Estela (Mrs. Aurelio) Travieso, Florida 
Norwood Waterhouse, Connecticutt 
Kate (Mrs. William Jr.) Carter, Chile 

SHANNON 
628 Norman Gray (Jean Gray's husband) 
612 Mary Wallace (Pauline Dawson's sister) 
305 J. V. Owens 

COMMUNITY 
203 Jackie Reville 

Green; 
Mel & Martha Register & family in the death of 

Martha's father, Dale Green; 
Kendall Green in the death of his father, Dale Green; 
Rick & Ann Williams & Matthew in the death of 

Rick's uncle. 

ER REQUESTS 
Glen Bland (Jim Clemon's cousin) 
Deanna Bouillon 
Delores Breazeale 
Ruby Lee Buchholz 
Houston & Evelyn Burk (Shirley Heyman's brother & 

sister-in-law) 
Myrle Cameron 
Shirley Capers (our cook) 
Mrs. Cheney (Sonny Cheney's mother) 
Mary Cherrill (Hope Bearden's sister) 
Edith Marvel Childers 
David Clark (Beverly Clark's husband and Cindy Byrd's 

father) 
Tracey Clarke 
Bob Crouch 
Mimi Dubose (salvation) 
Graeme Faulkner (London friend of Eva Taylor) 
Rosemary Gerace (Ann Choquette's mother) 
Vicki Gray 
Ida Lee Hancock (in Odessa) 
Judith Hawkins - County Clerk - FBC has adopted her as 

our city/county official to pray for this year 
Tony & Denise Hines (Missionaries in Kiev, Ukraine) 
Greg Homer (David & Gloria Homer's son) 
Ray Hudson (friend of Bob & Ruth Waldrep) 
Melinda Hurt (John & Mary Frances Broome's daughter) 
Ouida Jackson 
Walter Johnson , 
Karl Langford (Baptist Memorial Hospital) 
Bums Lee 1 

Kathleen Lockmiller (Deanna Bouillon's grandmother) 
Vernon & Shirley McKinney & Karl 
Tim & Linda McKinney (Darolyn Moore's daughter and 

Mission Trip to the Crimea - July 13-25 
D. D. Moorehead 
Melody Pinkston (I-month-old daughter of John & 

Shannon Pinkston) 
Bobby & Lynda Prater (Lynda works in CDC) 
JoAnn Pumphrey (Joyce Broman's sister) 
Susan Sanderson 
Ellie Self (Patsy Rogers' mother) 
Bill Stallings (Donna Stone's mother) 
Theodore (KGB agent in Ukraine) 
David & Janey Thompson & family 
Vacation Bible School 
Winston Westbrook 
Mary Wilbanks 
Allen Young 
Young Couple with marital problems 

PRAYER LiNE 
Woman with marital problems 
Lady needing strength 

Promise Keepers Convention 
October - Dallas, Texas 

Space Is filling to so reservations 
should be made as soon as possible. For 
more Information, contact Pape at 944-0111. 


