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BREAKTHROUGH. , • Reach to Win 
Why Are We to Reach? 

Scripture: Corinthians 9: 16 "For though I preach the 
gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for NECESSITY is laid 
upon me; yea, WOE IS UNTO ME, IF I PREACH NOT THE GOSPEL!" 

Intro: and a half ago there died a humble minister 
in the small village of Leiscester, England. He had never 
attended college and had no degrees. He was merely a 
faithful village minister. 

In his congregation was a young cobbler to whom he gave 
special attention, teaching him the Word of God. 

It was i n this church t hat this young man received his 
call to go as the first missionary to India. His 
launched the modern missionary movement. He became the 
famous William Carey. 

This church literally be came the birthplace of missions 
as we know it today. 

But, this great church gradually dwindled away and died. 
The building has been demoli shed and today a Hindu temple 
stands in its place! 

The religion Carey went to India to free the people from 
has conquered the very where Carey received his call! 

How can happen? It happened through the 
neglect of The church content wi t h 
itself, its size, its program, and its heritage. It no 
longer saw why it should reach to win others. 

Like a natural family , without new births, it died. 
But the church at Leisce ster is no exception . Any 

church that looses sight of why it is to reach others is 
living on borrowed time. I t was true in Carey's day and it 
is true in our day. 

I n any given year 6,000 Southern Baptist churches report 
no baptisms at all! And not all are small remote churches ! 
Other churches are bapti z ing far too few and are failing 
miserably to develop those whom .they do reach. 

Surely we shall BREAKTHROUGH and reach to win when we 
face and answer the question, "Why are we to reach?" Why did 
Paul have such a sense of urgency? Why was such 11 necessity 11 

laid on him? And why is it la i d on us? 

We Are to Reach to Win Because The: 

I. CONDITION OF MAN 

1. Lo s t 

--Note: Jesus d i d not hesitate to use the term , 
11 lost, 11 to des er ibe the condition of man. In Luke 
15 he liken s man t o a lost sheep, a lost coin , and 
a lost son. 

Jesus stated t hat the sole purpo s e of Hi s 



ministry was, 11 To seek and that is 
LOST."---

We need the para 
become aware of the lostness of man. We need onl 
t the newspaper .' 
(1) Man is morally lost 

-Note: We must face up to two inescapable 
facts. People without Christ lost and 

responsib l e for reachin them. 
--Il us: The ouse Select Committee on 

n Youth, Families reports, ''The 
prospect of 1 million teenage pregnancies, 
400,000 abort i ons and one-half million births 
each year is chilling." 

aLrman George Miller D-C l i f ., said, 
"More attention should be paid to preventing 
teenage girls from becoming pregnant. We ' re 
spending billions, but we're spending money to 
pick up the p i eces , " he said. 

aid the report shows, is 
eally nothing going on out in of 
hem gnitude of the problem." 

- -Apply: If anything is ever to "go on out 
there in terms of the magnitude of the 
problem" it wi ll never be done by educators or 
government agencies. It will be done by 
Christians who reach to win . And in our case, 

unday school teacher. and members who are out 
where people are and who are aware of their 
lost condition . These will introduce the lost 
to a Christ who alone can change their moral 
nature. 

To do anything less 1s to treat the virus of 
sin with the aspirin of human efforts rather 
than the antibiotic of the blood of Jesus 
Christ! 

(2) Man is philosophically lost 
(Israel is warned about the .,\ 

philosophy of humanism--self-reliance) "Bewar 
that thou forget not the Lord thy God .. 
And thou say in thine heart, My power and the 
might of mine hand hath gotten me this 
wealth." 
- -Note: "Humanism" is a replay of an old 
that did not make it on the first run." 
teaches that there is no soul, no heaven, no 
hell, no judgment, no God, no Christ, and no 
resurrection. Everything is centered in man. 
--Apply: Anytime man tries to live by a 
philosophy that excludes God, he is lost, 
really lost. Our relation to such is not 
antagonism but evangelism--not a desire to 
destroy but a desire to reach to win . 



I. CONDITION OF MAN 
I 

I 

Man 1s spiri t ually lost 
-- In Luke 15 as Jesus describes the lost son 
He points out that he was: 
Morally lost "riotous living" 
Philosophically lost "give ME 11 

Spiritually lost "I have sinned ... " 15:21 
-- Note: He was morally & philosophically lost 
because, first of all, he was spiritually lost 
-- Apply: We must ever be aware that man ' s most 
critical need, the need we must first address 
is his spiritually lost condition! He will be 
morally changed and philosophically changed 
when he is spiritually born again! 

2. elpless 
16h, 17 c "And when he had spent all, 

there arose a mighty famine in the land; AND HE 
BEGAN TO BE IN WANT ... and NO MAN GAVE UNTO HIM 
... he said, I PERISH WITH HUNGER!" 
-- Note: Not only is man lost, he is helpless. He 
can do t o change his condition. 

"Not by works of righteousness which we 
have done, but according to His mercy He saved us. 11 

3. Condemned 
- -,Jobo 3 •18h "He that believeth not is CONDEMNED 
already because he hath not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God. 11 

--Note: A man on death row does not need to die to 
be condemned. He is II condemned a 1 11 Death 
only seals his condemnation . After death there is 
no hope, no chance. His only hope is to receive a 
11 pardon 11 before he dies. This is what salvation is 
all about. We are to offer him the "pardon" of 
God's grace. 
-- Apply: In his condemned condition, man's destiny 
is hell. A man once said, "I beli tha hell is 
all the bad things that happen to on earth. 11 

Another said, "My hell is my mother-in - law!" 
Others have insisted that hell is nothing more 

than the grave. However, the Bible definitely 
teaches that hell is for REAL--that it is a literal 
place. It is called a place of "everlasting fire " 
in Matt, 18 :8-9. It is described as "fire that 
never shall be quenched" in Mk. 9;45, 

We need to rediscover the Biblical doctrine of 
hell. Realizing that hell is the destiny of the 
lost will more than adequately answer the question 
"Why are we to reach to win?" 

II. OF CHRIST 

1. The Objective Command of Christ 
"But ye shall receive power after that 

the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and YE SHALL BE 
WITNESSES UNTO ME. 11 11 iams "You MUST be 



I. CONDITION OF MAN 
II. COMMAND OF CHRIST 

. 

witnesses for me. 11 indicative, in the 
imperative sense. No option! 

8 · 11 All they that WERE SCATTERED ABROAD 
went everywhere preaching the Word." 
-- Acts 8 · 1 11 They were all scattered abroad EXCEPT 
THE APOSTLES. II 

--Note: The point Luke is making is that everyone 
beside s the apostles went everywhere preaching. 
--Apply: This is how the early church accomplished 
the most amazing results in just 300 years. The 
whole pagan Roman Empire was permeated by the 
gospel. It reached into every city and town, and 
finally into the Roman senate and the very palace 
of Rome itself-- until a Christian Caesar was placed 
on the throne. HOW? Because everyone was reaching 
to win! 

By 300 A.D. the church had reached so far and 
won so many, that i t appeared the entire civilized 
world would be won by 500 A.D. THEN SOMETHING 
HAPPENED! Emperor Constantine, supposing to do the 
church a favor, declared the whole Roman Empire to 
be 11 Christian. 11 Thus millions of pagans along with 
their superstitions and heresies were swept into 
the 11 church 11 ••• 

Little by little the idea arose of a 11 clergy 11 

and a "laity" with only the clergy evangelizing. 
So the decision was made to let "ecclesiastical 
George" do it. And ecclesiastical George fell on 
his ecclesiastical face! 

Il : nnedy Christ said, "You shall be 
fishers of men. 11 But instead we have become 
11 keepers of the aquarium. 11 If we do anything at 
a ll we go out and try to swipe fish from 
other or i nvite other fish to our 
own aquarium. 

We may even tell them what a beautiful 
aquarium it is with stained glass and friendly 
fish. We may add that the keeper of the aquarium 
gives out the finest tid-bits at 11:00 each Sunday. 

But that is not what Christ commanded us to 
do. He has commanded us to reach to win! 
The Subjective Command 

Coe 11 The love 
This is a command 

haunts us day and night. 
love of God. It commands 
reach to win! 

of Christ constrains us!" 
we can never escape! It 
We can never escape the 
us, it compels us to 

III. COMPETENCE OF WORD 

- - Isaiah 55 ;1 1 11 S0 shall my word be that goeth forth out 
of my mouth: but it 

aLl that wh ich I e , and i shal 
rosper in the thing whereto I sent it 11 



--Illus: California Baptist church reports that 1,250 
professions of faith have resulted from a recent 
Scripture distribution campaign. Members of the True 
Vine Church in Oakland have given away 12,000 New 
Testaments in door-to-door witnessing since November. 
They have seen such dramatic results that the Sunday 
School and Horne Mission Boards have now shipped them 
10,000 more testaments! 

God wasn't bluffing when he said (Isa. 55:11 READ) 
--VANITY FAIR: Gorbachev was born in March 1931 just at 
the beginning of the great famine. He was thin and 
hungry as a small child. He was very close to his 
grandmother, a devout Russian Orthodox Christian, who 
made certain the boy was baptized. She took young 
Mikhail to church. 

His mother, Maria Panteleyvna, is also a believer 
to this day, according to Archbishop Antony of 

Russian mothers and grandmothers like these 
have breathed Christian values into sons for a 
millennium and the archbishop has no doubt that Mikhail 
absorbed them. 

His family was not spared tragedy. His grandfather 
was arrested and deported in 1937. Until his return two 
and one-half years late r the family thought he had been 
executed. 

Mikhail was 10 whe n his father went off to wa , not 
to be seen again for five years. 

The young boy worked in the fields with his mother, 
sunflowers and scratching the earth for the 

fallen seeds that substituted for bread. His mother 
s howed him how to be an organizer and a doer. 

Against all odds he went to Moscow State University 
and earned a law degree. His dorm room became the 
meeting place for the best minds to debate. Mikhail was 
always a doubter, a questioner. Yet, when the pitch 
became perilously high, he would step in and try to 
mediate. He always held in his feelings. He never lost 
control. Never ! 

Today he tells Soviet citizens, need to say to 
yourself, will be disciplined . will take 
r esponsibility. I will work harder. Where did he get 
these ideas? 

Could it be that unwittingly Mikhail Gorbachev 
bears the influence of the Word of God he heard in his 
childhood? in him promise has been fulfilled? 

o my word oe that oeth fort out of my 
outh; it shall not eturn unto me void, but sh 11 

11s t t which I and t shal in 
he thing I sen 
-Apply: "Why are we to reac to win? 11 Because of the 

competence of God's Word! In it there is inexplicable 
power that produces inexplicable changes! 



I. CONDITION OF MAN 
II. COMMAND OF CHRIST 

III. COMPETENCE OF GOD's WORD 

IV. CONSEQUENCES OF OBEDIENCE 

-- I Cor, 15:58 11 Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye 
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in 
vain in the Lord. 11 

1. The Salvation of the Lost 
James 5;20 him know, that he which converteth 
the sinner from the error of his way shall save a 
soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of 
--Illus: group of fanatical Muslims burned 
several churches in Zaire one night. The next 
morning a young Muslim who had been one of the 
torch-carriers passed one of the churches. 

As the Christians met admist the ashes, the 
young man paused to listen. He was intrigued by 
their prayer. They did not ask God to thei r 
loss. Rather, these Christians prayed that God 
would forgive those who had burned their building! 

The Holy Spirit used the prayers and personal 
witness of those Christians. He accepted Christ . 
Now he gives his testimony in churches throughout 
the area, even in those he helped to burn! 

The salvation of the lost is always a 
consequence of obedience to Christ's command that 
reach to win! 

2. The Reclamation of the Wayward 
- -Ga] 6:1 11 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a 
fault, ye which are spiritual, RESTORE (reclaim) 
such a one in the spirit of meekness. 11 

Young lady who returned after 8 weeks in 
· a drug and alcohol rehabilitation center BECAUSE of 

cards, letters, personal words of interest ... 
--Illus: One half of our resident members are 
11 inactive. 11 more than double the size of 
our church if all we did was reclaim the wayward 
who are already on our rolls. 

3. The Acceleration of Christian Growth 
-- I Thess. 4;10b 11 But we beseech you brethren, that 
ye increase more and more. 11 

--Illus: satellite which once moved with 
sufficient momentum to remain in orbit, will , 
through the loss of that momentum, fall back to the 
earth and self-destruct. 
--Apply: Three years of plateaued Sunday school 
enrollment will most certainly result in the loss 
of our momentum. We can not, we dare not do 
anything less than our best in reaching to win, not 
only for the salvation of the lost and the 
reclamation of the wayward but also for the 
acceleration of our own Christian growth! Nothing 
will stimulate personal spiritual growth like 
reaching to win. 
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4. The Glorification of God 
Can 1Q · 31h "Whatsoever ye do, do all to the 

glory of God. 11 

we "reach to whether the end 
be the salvation of the lost, or reclamation o f 
the wayward, or our own Christian growth, it is all 
done "to the glory of God." 

Yle must never apologize reaching to win 
more and more people. Numbers are important 

7 

because NUMBERS ARE SHORTHAND FOR PEOPLE! 
And when you God is 

reach to Because of the: 
I. CONDITION OF 
II. COMMAND OF CHRIST 
III. COMPETENCE OF WORD 
IV. CONSEQUENCES OF OBEDIENCE 

layman on way to church saw 4 boys loitering on a 
corner. He invited them to go with him and organized a 
class with them as the nucleus. 

Years passed and the or i ginal group scattered. But on 
the teacher ' s birthday i n 1932, he received letters from 
each of the 4 original members: 
One letter came from a to China; 
One from the president of a Federal Reserve Bank; 
One from the private secretary of Pres . Herbert Hoover; 
And the fourth from President Hoover himself! 

3 7 aff_ 




