
SUBJECT~ ~- "~,e_._,J_ ~ - ~ ------------

TEXT __ I_C_ o_r ._ 6_:2_0 _______________ _ 

"THE PRICE OF FREEDOM" 
TITLE------------- --------

SCRIPTURE READING-~I~C"'--"'o_.__r.'-----"6...,:2~0,__ __________ _ 

DELIVERIES: Date Hour Place 

FBC 4/ 11/76 AM San Angelo, TX 
I( 7- 7. '!ff " /( It 

BIBLIOGRAPHY _ ____ ______ _ 

ro ,r, '9 

,z :v E.F~ --- - -

CLASSIFICATION: 

- - EXPOSITORY 
- - BIOGRAPHICAL 
--TEXTUAL 
--TOPICAL 
---DEVOTIONAL 

Results and Comments: 

(XXX+++) 6 bapt. , 2 letters 
(XXX+++) 3B , lL ; 



THE PRICE OF FREEDOM 

0~1~ P~.v&ki ""',Cf/+ Cf J. 7 
Scripture: I Cor. 6:zo of (/~-Y\.,,,tg;J:). '' 

INTRO: "RAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHAT HAPPENED TO 
THOSE MEN WHO SIGNED THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE? 

FIVE SIGNERS WERE CAPTURED BY THE BRITISH AS 
TRAITORS, AND TORTURED BEFORE THEY DIED. IVilET,VE JiAD 
THEIR HOMES RANSACKED AND BURNED . .,...i...11¥"'-~0ST THEIR 
SONS IN THE REVOLUTIONARY ARMY, 4NOTRE,B..,T--tAD TWO SONS 
CAPTURED. NINE OF THE FIFTY-SD( FOUGHT AND DIED FROM 
WOUNDS OR THE HARDSHIPS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR. 

JOHN HART WAS DRIVEN FROM HIS WIFE'S BEDSIDE AS 
SHE WAS DYING. THEIR THIRTEEN CHILDREN FLED FOR THEIR 
LIVES. HIS FIELDS AND HIS GRIST MILL WERE DESTROYED. 
FOR MORE THAN A YEAR HE LIVED IN FORESTS AND CAVES, 
RETURNING HOME AFTER THE WAR TO FIND HIS WIFE DEAD, 
HIS CHILDREN VANISHED. A FEW WEEKS LATER HE DIED FROM 
EXHAUSTION AND A BROKEN HEART. 

WHAT KIND OF MEN WERE THEY? I_WENJY-fOJJR YJERE 
LAWYERS AND JURISTS. ELEVEN WERE MERCHANTS, ..,._-.,mERE 
FARMERS AND LARGE PLANTATION OWNERS, MEN OF - NS, 
WELL-EDUC ·BUT THEY SIGNED THE DECLARATLON OF 
INDEPENDENCE KNOWING FULL WELL THAT THE PENALTY OF 
DEATH WOULD BE THE PRICE PAID IF THEY WERE CAPTURED." 
(A Dictionary of Illustrations, J. Hefley, p .168) 

FREEDOM IS NOT FREE, HAS NEVER BEEN FREE, AND WILL 
NEVER BE FREE. AND WE SHALL NEVER FULLY APPRECIATE 
FREEDOM UNTIL WE FIRST REALIZE THE PRICE 0P FREEDOM. --
I. THE PRICE PAID BY CHRIST 

I Peter 1: 18a-19a "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were 
not redeemed with corruptible things , as silver and gold ... 
But with the precious blood of Christ ... " 
NOTE : Freedom begins with Jesus Christ! There was no 
freedom in the world until after Jesus came. There were 
more slaves in the world into which Christ came than 
there ~ere f reemen. 
1. Deals with the One Enemy of Freedom 

NOTE : The one enemy of freedom is not ignorance 
; it is not the lack of culture; it · s not even 

Communism. But the one enemy of freedom is sin . 
I 



Why do a few wish to deny others their rights? 
(Sin) What causes a certain system of economics, 
government or religion to attempt to destroy aU 
others who differ with them? (Sin) Why would 
any person seek to prevent another fr.run voting 
or otherwise expressing his will? (Sin). Jesus 
realized this and he clearly states that it is for 
the purpose of dealing with the enemy of freedom 
he came into the world. 
John 8:34b and 36: "Whosoever committeth sin 
(present tense) is the servant (slave) of sin . If 
the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall 
be free indeed!" 

OTE • You cannot identify a single violation of free
dom without tracking it down to ~ in one for 
another. • 

What prompted certain early colonists in 
Afric to keep the natives in ignorance, to under
pay them for their labor and their products? It 
was the sin of greed and covetousness! 

<. 

Why did some religious bodies choose to keep 
those whom they "Christianized" in poverty and 
illiteracy? Because of the desire to control and 
dominate others and to make fulLtheir coffers. 
APPLY : Christ's death on the cross was the price 
he paid to free us from sin -- our personal sins 
as well as the sins of society. The price he 
paid deals with the one enemy of freedom. 

2. Makes Possible the Re lit of Freedom 
John 8:32 "And ye shall know the truth , and the 

' --
truth shall make you free." And Gal. 2:14b 
speaks of "the truth of the gospel." And Paul tells 
us in I Cor. 15:1-4 that this "truth" , the "gospel" 



is that "Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures. And that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day ... " 
NOTE: Freedom at best was only a theory until 
Christ came, paid the price, arrl through so doing 
created a gospel which is "the power of God unto 
salvation." 
APPLY: History validates this fact. Today those 
nations we call the "free world" are countries to 

v"Which the -'!-os12eL has been taken and has made its 
influence known. And those nations that are the 
leaders of the "free world" are nations where New 
Testament hristianity was vitally linked with their 
beginnings. Wherever unpolluted Christianity has 
gone there is education of the masses, freedom of 
worship, the right of private property, a free press, 
a free economy, respect of women, and the rights 
of minorities are protected. But wherever New 
Testament Christianity has not gone there is no real 
freedom. 'There is ignorance, religious persecution, 
poverty, and supression. 

Whether America .and the world recognizes it or 
not, it was the price paid by Christ that made possi
ble the reality f freedom! 1 7 ~o 1.1'--t • .,,,. " 

II. THE PRIC~ PAID BY HE CHURCH 
Matt. 11: 12 "And from the days of John the Baptist until 
now the kingdom of heaven, suffereth violence, and the 
violent take it by force." 
Phil. 1 :29 "For unto you it is given in the behalf of 
Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for 
his sake;" 
NOTE : From the founding of the church by Jesus Christ 
until today the church has and continues to pay a pre
cious price for freedom. 

When Christianity first found its way into the city 
of the Caesars it lived in cellars and alle s but when 
Constantine crowned the union of church and state, the 

church was stamped with the impress of the Roman idea 
and fanned with the spirit of the Caesars. Soon we see 
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a head of the Roman Church emerging, who himself 
became a Caesar, and soon a group of councillors 
may be se.en gathered around this man, and the 
supreme power of the church is assumed by him and 
his councillors. 

The long, blighting record of the medieval ages is 
simply the working out of that idea. The church head 
assumed to be the monarch of the world, making the 
astounding claim that all kings and potentates were 
subject unto him. 

The coming of the Sixteenth Century was the 
dawning of a new hope for the world. With that cen -
tury came the Protestant Reformation. But these 
mighty reformers turned out to be persecutors like the 
Papacy before them. _... .... _.., unloosed the dogs of 
persecution against the struggling and faithful 
Anabaptists. Ga)gjp h11med Servet , and J uch 
awful deed MelQ.IlCthon.gave his approval.1 ..w-~~N 
revo e the Edict of Nantes, shut· the doors of all 
the Prot churches, and utlawed the Hugenots/ 

rmany put to death that mighty Baptist leader, 
Baltha ser Hubmaier, 

Menno Simons was a leader among the sixteenth
century ,ma,:l!:;lia;II._Anabaptists . He preached believer's 
baptism, that force should not be used in religious 
matters, and that the Bible instead of the Church 
traditions should be the Christian I s guide. Emperor 
Charles V issued this imperial edict in 1542: "No one 
is to receive Menno Simons in his house or on his 
property. No one is to give him shelter provision, 
speak with him or read his books. To disobey this 
edict is to risk loss of life and property. " 

Until the end of his life, Menno Simons barely kep 
one step ahead of his persecutors. Six years before 
his death he wrote, "Eor sixteen years now my family 
endured extreme anxiety, oppression, affliction, mise 
and persecution. At the peril of life we have been 
compelle to live in fear and seclusion. The state 



ministers are saluted as doctors, lords, and teachers, but ' 
we are called hedge preachers, deceivers, and heretics, 
and must be saluted in the name of the devil." 
(Hefley, op. cit.) 

In England, J.Q n Bunyan was kept in jail for 
long, weary years because of his religion, and when 
we cross the mighty ocean separating the Old World 
and the New, we find the early pages of American 
history er: · msoned with the stories of relig ious perse
cutions. (Baptist Messenger, op. cit.) 

State-supported churches existed in pipe pf the 
thirteen colonies. 

Baptists were unmercifully hounded in the 
colonies. T ree Baptist preachers were arrested and 
jailed. A prosecuting attorney cried to the judge 
"May it please your W:Jt ship, these men are great 
d i sturbers of the peace; they cannot meet a man upon 
the roads but they must ram a text of scripture down 
his throat. " 

It looked bad for the preachers. A legend after
wards grew up that fifty miles away, a young Scotch
American lawyer named Patrick Henry, heard of it and 
galloped into town. Standing before the court and 
waving the indictment above his head , he roared: "For 
preaching the Gospel of God. Great God! Great God!" 
The legend declares that the preachers were ·acquitted. 

Jere~ h Moor:e, founder of the First B tist Church 
Washington, D. C., was sentenced to jail for preach
ing the gospel. In a letter to James Madison, dated 
November 5, 1808 , Moore wrote, "I was told by the 
judge from his seat, 'You shall lie in jail until you rot'". 

Patrick Hen was brought to Alexandria, Virginia, 
for the defense of Moore. After an impassioned plea, 
Henry won freedom for the Baptist preacher. Thi s was 
201 years after Jamestown! (Baptists and~our Ameri
can Heritage, J. B. Foo/er , Jr. ) 

Then, in Ma ~ cnusetts, Henry Dunster, the 
first president of Harvard, was removed from the 
presidency because he objected to infant baptism. 

~ 
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III. 

Roger Williams was .~a~~-
prisgu.,. and they publicly -IIW.~,...,....."""' 
on Boston Common. u he lands of our 
Baptist fathers were confiscated and their goods sold to 
build a meeting house and support a preacher of another 
denomination. 

/ On and on was the struggle waged by our Baptist 
fathers for religious liberty in Virgin ia, in the Carolinas 
in Georgia, in Rhode Island, ~ ss chusetts, and 
Connecticut, and elsewhere >IIIMllili. on'e unyielding con
tention for unrestricted religious liberty for 2)) men7 
-ail with ever one averlng note They dared to be 
odd, to stand alone, to refuse to conform, though it 
cos~em suffering and even 1 ife itself . ....., They dared 
to~ traditions and customs, and deliberately chose 
the way of non-conformity, even though in many a case 
it meant persecutions and punishments. hey pleaded 
and suffered, they offered their protests and remon
strances and memorials; and thank God, mighty 
statesmen were won to their contention, Washington 
and Jefferson and Madison and Patrick Henry, and many 
others, until at last it was written into our country's 
Constitution that church and state must in this land be 
forever separate and free, that neither must ever 
re 2 s on the distinctive functions of the other. 

s pre-eminently a Baptist achievement. (Baptist 
Messenger, op. cit.) 

THE PRICE PAID BY THE INDIVIDUAL 
NOTE : It matters not that Christ has paid so high a 
price. It is of little import that the church has left 
behind a trail of blood . There is a price to be paid by 
you before this freedom becomes your own. And it is 
a price that 
1. Cannot Be Paid by Others 

John 8:32-34 "And ye shall know the truth , and 
the truth shall make you free. They answered him, 
We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage 
to any man: how sayest thou, 'Ye shall be made 
free?' Jesus answered them , · Verily, verily, I 
say unto you ;>whosoever committeth sin is the 
servant of sin." 

t.. 



........ . J. C:,~fff 8t Pc..i'r/ - 8.y' 0-1:-J,,L~> 
EXEGESIS: These people were cla iming freedom on the 
bas i s of what Abraham and the ir ancestors had done. 
But though the price paid by Abraham was sufficient to 
purchase hi s soul 's freedom , it was not suffic ient for 
the ir' s. Each . man must make h i s own decis ion . Each 
must pay the price for himself. 
2 . Is Surreprjer to Christ 

Matt -:-T3:44-46 "And aga in , the k ingdom of heaven 
i s like unto t reasure h id in a f ie ld ; whic h w he n a 
man hath found , he h ideth , and for joy thereof 
goeth and SELLETH ALL THAT HE HATH , and buyeth 
the field. Aga in, the k ingdom of heaven i s like unto 
a merchant man , seek ing goodly pearl s: Who , when 
he found one pearl of great price, went and SOLD ALL 
THAT HE HAD , and bought it. 11 

NOTE: The treasure was worth far more than the 
farmer pa id for the field . And the pearl of great price 
was worth more than he pa id for it. Christ is saying 
whatever the cost may be, t he kingdom of heaven is 
worth far more. 
APPLY: 11 But how do I pay the price? How do I g ive 
' all that I have ' to Christ? 11 ••• 

NOTE : Once you have given all to Christ, once t he 
price has been paid , it will bring to you your free
dom . It brings us freedom from ._,..._ The man who 
is a disciple never again has to waJk alone. He walk f 
forever in the company of Jesus , and in h i s company 
fea r i s gone. It brings freedom from SELF. Many a m
fully recognizes that his greatest handicap and hi s 
greates: enemy i s h i s own self. And many a man in 
despair cries out: 11 I cannot change myself. I have 
tried, but it i s imposs ible. 11 The power and the 
presence of Jesus can recreate a man until he is 
altogether new. It brings freedom from ~~._.._OPLE 
There are many lives which are dominated by the 
fear of what other peopJe may think and say. H. G. 
Wells once said tha..t the voice of our neighbors 
sGunds louder in our ears than th d. The 
disciple is the man, only of what God says. It br-ings 
freedom from••• There is _many a man who has come 
to the stage w not because he wants to , 
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but because he cannot help it. His sins, his 
habits, his self-indulgences , h i s weaknesses , 
h is irritabilities have so mastered him that, try 
as he will, he cannot break away from them. 
But Christ's freedom breaks the chains which 
bind us to our sins, and enables us to be the 
person we know we ought t o be. (Barclay , Vol. 2 , 
p . 25 ) 

CONCL: BECAUSE OF THE PRICE PAID BY CHRIST 
TO RCHAS T AND THE PRICE PAID BY THE CHURCH TO 

..PRESER\l:E: , THIS FREEDOM CAN BE YOURS TODAY IF 
YOU ARE WILLING TO PAY THE PRICE OF TOTAL SURRENDER. 

~:Zl, 
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THE PRICE OF FREEDOM 
I Cor. 6:20 & John 8:32 

Introduction: What happened to the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence? 
____ were captured and tortured before they 
died. 
____ had their homes ransacked and burned. 
____ lost their sons in the war. 
____ had two sons captured. 
____ of the fifty-six fought and died. 

What kind of men were they? 
____ were lawyers and jurists. 
____ were merchants. 
____ were farmers and plantation owners. 
They were men of ____ and were well __ _ 

We shall never fully appreciate freedom until we 
first realize the ____ of freedom. 

I. The Price Paid by Christ (I Peter l:18-19a) 

There were more ____ in the world into which Christ 
came than there were free persons. 

1. Deals With The ____ Enemy of Freedom 
The one enemy of freedom is ___ _ 

You cannot identify a single violation of freedom without 
tracking it down to ____ in o~ --- _ 

2. Makes Possible the ____ of Freedom Gohn 8:32) 
Those nations we call the "free world" are countries to 
which the ____ has been taken. 



There is never a free society until there are free ----

II. The Price Paid by the Church (Matt. 11:12 & Phil. 1:29) 

When Christianity first found its way into the city of the 
Caesars, it lived in ____ and ___ _ 

_____ unloosed the dogs of persecution against the 

Anabaptists. 

_____ burned Servetus. 
Louis XIV in 1685 shut the doors of all ___ _ 
churches and _____ the Huguenots. 
Menno Simons was a leader among the 16th century __ _ 
Anabaptists. Emperor _____ issued an edict against 
him. 
In England, John Bunyan was kept in jail for ___ _ 
years. 
State-supported churches existed in ____ of the 13 

colonies. 
Jeremiah Moore, founder of the ________ _ 

Church in Washington, D.C., was jailed for preaching the 
gospel. 
Roger Williams was-----· John Clarke was put in 
____ . Obadiah Homes was publicly ____ on 

Boston Common. 
Baptists had one unyielding contention for unrestricted 
religious liberty for _______ _ 

The constitution's provision for separation of ___ _ 
and ____ was pre-eminently a Baptist achievement. 

III. The Price Paid by the Individual Gohn 8:32-34) 

This price cannot be paid by ___ _ 
This price is _______ to Christ (Matt. 13:44-36). 
Once you have paid the price it brings us freedom from __ _ 
freedom from ----, freedom from _______ _ 
and freedom from ___ _ 


