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SERVANT LEADERSHIP 
1 Corinthians I - i 

Fourth in a series of sermons on 1 CORINTHIANS 

George is the preeminent re
searcher on religious life in America today. 
He suggests that there are just a handful 
of keys to successful ministry. One of 
these 1spensa e eys 1s eadership: 
leadership by the ministers of our churches 
and leadership by the lay people in our 
churches. a dictatorial kind of leader
ship but servantJeadership. That's the kind 
of leadership we need in the church today. 

like the morning dew, and seasonal saints 
who could win "churchman of the year'' 
awards one year but who the next year are 
nowhere to be found. 

We have that problem at this church . 
Some people who have played signifi

cant roles in the life of this church in the 
past are sitting on the sidelines now. 

Some who were here every time the 
church doors opened in the past no longer 
come at all . Paul detailed four qualities of servant 

leadership in our text. Some whom I thought were the leaders 
of the church when I came are no longer 

----------even following, much Faithfulness 
WHY IS OUR less 

The first mark of a servant leader is FAITH FICKLE? Why this fickleness 
faithfulness. Paul described the Chris- of faith? 
tian leader, • Because of spiritual Sometimes this 
Then, i is depletion fickleness of faith is 

tbose Because of physical caused by spiritual de-
trust aitbful. ' exhaustion pletion. We give and 

It really does not matter what eo e • Because of hurt feel- go and do but ne 
think of us or even ings replenish the spiritual 

right now. An bod c Because of a smug resources in our lives. 
for What really matters is satisfaction with Eventually we 

what we do in Ion ru . what we have already of spiritual energy. 
This note needs to be sounded accomplished Sometimes this 

again, for few problems that plague our fickleness of faith is 
are more devastating than a caused by physical 

fickle faith(' Our churches are filled with xhaustion, y a "busynes " tbat prevents 
hypodermic heroes who were temporarily proper care of ourselves. 
on fire for the Lord but whose faith has fiz- Sometimes this fickleness of faith is 
zled , and flash-in-the-pan young people caused by hurt feelings, by allowing some-
who get a spiritual high at camp or at a re- thing that was said or done 
treat but whose dedication soon vanishes aw y from the Lord. c ;. 
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Sometimes this fickleness of faith is 
caused by a smug satisfaction with what 

e have already accomplished, a feeling 
we done enough can now 

est on their laurels. 
Fickleness of faith is caused by many 

factors. However, in contrast to that fickle 
Paul suggested to the Corinthian 

Christians that servant leaders are ful 
to the task to the very end. , 

Accountability 

A second mark of a servant leader is 
accountability. This is the message of 

Accountability is an important 
principle in life today for it reminds us that 
we are not on our own. In every area of 
our lives, we are accountable to someone. 

But notice what Paul said . 
he said that he was ot concerned about 
his accountability toward human courts, i. 
e., how other people judge him. e se 4 
he said that he was ot concerned about 
the result of his own self-examination, i.e., 
what he thinks about himself. 

The accountability about which he was 
most concerned was expressed in th ast 
phrase where Paul declared, 'I 
,s l:ord me." Then, he 

C. S. Lewis explained 
how pride worked on 
him. One out of three 
temptations that faced 
him, he said, related 
to pride. When he 
would resist the first 
two temptations, pride 
would raise its ugly 
head and say, "What a 
remarkable fellow you 
are to have resisted 
all those other temp
tations!" 

added in 
when Jesus 

comes, we will not 
only have to re
port to him about 
what we have 
done but also 
about why we 
have done what 
we have done. In 
other words, we 
are accountabte 
to Jesus Christ for 
what we and 
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how we tal and what we and where 
we go. And, then, we are further account
able to Jesus Christ for why we do all 
these things. 

Someone recently suggested that the 
person who smiles when something has 
gone wrong has probably just thought of 
someone he can blame it The truth of 
the matter is we cannot blame anyone for 
our lives. are responsible for what we 
are. Someday we will have to give an ac
count of our lives to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

That's why Paul told the Corinthian 
Christians that servant leaders recognize 
their accountability to God. 

Humility 

A third mark of a servant leader is hu
mility. Paul alluded in ses 6- to those 
individuals who boasted about what they 
had and what they had accomplished, ex
posing the pride that of--------ten crept into the lives The truth of the 
of the leaders of the first 
century church. Pride, 
of course, is often a 
problem for the Chris
tian today. 

C. S. Lewis ex 
plained how pride 
worked on him. On out 
of tnree.temptations that 
faced him, he said, re-

matter is we can
not blame anyone 
for our lives. We 
are responsible 
for what we are. 
Somc..day we will 
have to give an 
account of our 
lives to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

-------
lated to pride. When he would resist the 
first two temptations, pride would raise its 
ugly head and "What a 
fellow you are to have resisted II those 
other temptations!" 

One church gave their star a medal 
for his humility, but then they took it back 
when he started wearing it every Sunday! 
How easy it is to begin thinking more 
highly of ourselves than we ought. 
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But look at the penetrating question something to be a follower of Jesus 
Paul raised in e Christ. A servant not only recognizes 

that i not this fact but rejoices in this fact. 
Our lives -- God creates; Dr. Wilfred Grenfell found his su-
our time -- God controls; preme purpose in service for Christ in 
our talents -- God gives; Labrador, where he served many years 
our victories -- God wins; as a missionary. Speaking at a meeting 
our fature -- God insures. one night on his early years there 

To the question, do we have something of the hardship and struggle 
the he endured naturally broke through. Af-

must be a resounding, er terwards, a woman praised him pro-
perfect come fusely for his great sacrifices. "Oh, 

A leader is not Grenfell replied, -------------A who thi, 1ks he a Paul's point is clear: costs "you completely misun-
servant something to be follower of derstood me. I was hav-

leader knows he is a Jesus Christ. A servant not only ing the time of my life!" 
somebody, but realizes recognizes this fact but rejoices In our day of 
that he is a somebody in this fact. " and 
because of Jesus e need 
Christ. C ristianswho recognize the costliness 

According to the apostle Paul, ser- true discipleship. 
vant leaders keep a clear perspective Servant leaders, Paul reminded the 
on the sources of their lives. Corinthians, are willing to sacrifice 

Sacrifice 

A fourth mark of a servant leader is 
the willingness to sacrifice. In verses 

aul revea the things he had 
suffered for Christ's sake. He was not 
c m I · · Rather, he was I 
in a truth about the Christian life. He 
was reminding the Corinthian Chris
tians that the Christi s c
rifice. -For Paul, sacrifice meant being hun-

and irsty, being ill-clad and 
feted and omeless, being reviled and 

and landered. For us, sac
rifice might mean something altogether 
different. Paul's point is clear: it costs 

whatever has to be sacrificed to serve· 
our Lord. 

Conclusion 

eaaership is a hot topic today. Eve
ryone has an idea of what it means to 
be a leader. Here is Paul's list of lead
ership qualities: 

faithfulness to the task 
accountability before God 
a true spirit of humility, and 

• a willingness to sacrifice for 
Christ. 

(f those marks are in our lives then 
we too can become leaders of the 

of God. ·II' 
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Servant Leadership 
I Corinthians 4:1-7; 11-13 (NASB) 
1 Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. 21n this case, 
moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy 3But to me it is a very small thing that I should 
be examined by you, or by any human court; in fact, I do not even examine myself 41 am conscious of nothing 
against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but the one who examines me is the Lord. 5Therefore do not go 
on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden 
in the darkness and disclose the motives of men's hearts; and then each man's praise will come to him from 
God. these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that in us 
you might learn not to exceed what is written, in order that no one of you might become arrogant in behalf of 
one against the other. 7 For who regards you as superior? And what do you have that you did not receive? But 
if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it? 
11 To this present hour we are both hungry and thirsty, and are poorly clothed, and are roughly treated, and are 
homeless. 12And we toil, working with our own hands; when we are reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, 
we endure; 13When we are slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become as the scum of the world, the dregs 
of all things, even until now. 

Four Qualities of a Servant Leader: 

I. Faithfulness ( 4: 1-2) 
The opposite is "fickle faith" caused by: 
• Spiritual depletion 
• Physical exhaustion 
• Hurt feelings 
• Smug satisfaction 

II. Accountability (4:3-5) 
1. Not to other people (vs 3) 
2. Not to one's self (vs 4a) 
3. ButtotheLord(vs4b) 

• For what we have done (vs 5) 
• For why we have done it (vs 5) 

Humility ( 4: 6-7) 
A servant leader knows he is somebody, 
but realizes that he is a somebody 
because of Jesus Christ. 

IV. Sacrifice ( 4: 11-13) 
A servant leader is willing to sacrifice. 
It costs something to be a follower 
of Christ. 

Application: 
"You should not aim 

at being ' little tin gods' but examplesof 
Christian living." 

L0:44 wishes to be the 
first among you shall be servant of all." 



CELEBRATION 
DAYS 

Sunday, May 13 

First Sunday in the new 
Education Center 

Wednesday, May 16 

Celebration Meal 

June I I -- August 20 
Mondays 9:00-1 I 

Workbook Cost: $15 

Childcare provided for infants through 
kindergarten. Planned activities for 

children in I st-6th grades. 

For more information: Dedication & Recognition of 
Sunday School Teachers 

Lana Gill - 949-8222 
Linda Boyd 223-8420 

Kim Baucom 224-2503 
or sign up in Sunday School 

and Construction Process on Video 

Meal 
Program 

$3.00 per adult $2.00 per child 
( 3 younger will eat in a 
separate area. Children 4 older 

will be with their parents.) 

Sunday, May 20 

City-Wide Open House 
- Prayer Walk through 
the Education Center 

Scholarship Funds 

Several of our students will be applying for 
scholarship funds to attend college next 
year. If you would like to donate to this 
fund, please mark your contribution "Schol
arship Fund" and turn it in to the church 
office. Contributions for the 2001-2002 
academic year will be accepted through 
the middle of July. 



Sunday, May 6 

.·:·:·· Our 
Senior Adults 

will be 
recognized 
during the 

Morning Worship 

Senior Adult Lake Day 

Thursday, May 3 
at the Lake Cabin 

NEEDED: Volunteers to help the Food 
Service Committee set up for the Family 
Fellowship Supper each Wednesday night. 
Contact Kenneth or Sue Slate (949-5778) 
or Cindy in the church office. 

bith 

We express our sincere sympathy to these who 
have lost loved ones: 

Sherman Clark in the death of his 
mother, Ruth Clark; 

Sam Davenport in the death of his uncle, 
Davenport; 

Marge Collier in the death of her grand
daughter, Susan Elaine Cojf ey Swets. 

May 2 
Scott Byrd 

May 3 
Pat Evans 
Valerie Faz 

May 4 
Goldie Coleman 
Robert Dickson 

May 5 
Mozelle Lee 

May 6 
Virginia Holcomb 
Wendi Nikolauk 

May 7 
Waldine Morris 

May 8 
Chase Boulter 
Tabitha Held 

Artelia Turner 

Jo Ann Herring 
Mary Moody 

J. B. Ward 

Mario Ramires 

Virgie Sellars 

Ryan Terrill 

Sharene Nelson 
Yvonne Pickard 



Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God. Philippians 4:6 

In Prayers 
AGAPE Youth 
Matthew Aldridge 
Stormy Bearden (CDC child) 
David & Jerry Browder 
Debra Buster 
Marjorie Carlson 
Nancy Carley 
Central High School (Our Adopted School) 
Rudy Cuellar (nephew of Danny Montez) 
Lois Cunningham 
Elaine (Prayer Line) 
Future Pastor and Family 
Armenta Hartsfield 
Hendry family (Prayer Line) 
Alice Johnson 
Joslin Landers (great-granddaughter of Chet Gillette) 
Violet Laughlin (mother of Ronnie Laughlin) 
Joyce Lee (Prayer Line) 
Mrs. McKallip (friend of Chet Gillette) 
Rusty McKee's mother 
Missions Our Missions projects 
D. D. Moorehead 
Dr. Anne Morton (daughter of Eva Henley) 
Janice Palmeri ( sister of Peggy Jordan) 
Pastor Search Committee 
Wanda Ranspot 
Mary Nell Reasoner 
Pat Shotwell 
Caleb Thompkins (great-grandson of Chet Gillette) 
Melody & Gary Wall (Prayer Line) 
James Ward (Anna Bell Caldwell's son) 

In Hospital 
SHANNON HOSPITAL 
669 Mary Carter 
668 Lucille Miers 
667 Carol Miles 
540 Ed McDonald 
534 Christine Clark (sister of Patsy Rogers) 

Jan Cummings 

On Mission Field 
Donald Almond, Missouri 
Suzanne Barden, Northern Africa & Middle East 
Alice Chang, East Asia 
Melinda Cobb (Mrs. Thomas L.), Illinois 
Donald Copeland, West Africa 
Cathy James (Mrs. R. Alton), Western Pacific 
Margaret Johnson, Eastern South America 
Carol Laws (Mrs. James R.), Kansas 
Ross Mackin, Southeast Asia & Oceania 
Youn Park (Mrs. Woong K.), Ohio 
Sharon Peddicord, Eastern South America 
Roger Rucker, Northern Africa & Middle East 
Martha Ulmer (Mrs. G. Allen) , East Asia 
Michael Walker, West Africa 
David Weston, Western Europe 
RETIRED: 
Mary Burton (Mrs. Jimmie D.), Colorado 
Wendell Freeze, Arizona 
Claudio Iglesias, Arizona 
Charles Magruder, Florida 
Jane Williams (Mrs. I. Earl), West Africa 
James Wright, Texas 




