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HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION 

Comments: James B. Leavell was a real person. His Faith was real , his love for 
people genuine and his humor refreshing . 
(1) 100th anniversary and Jimmy Middleton 
(2) Middleton, Leavell , WAC and pipe 

I Corinthians 3:10-14 

1 

INTRO: First Baptist Church San Angelo has is and shall continue to be indebted 
to James B. Leavell for the firm foundation he carefully, patiently and deliberately laid 
over 18 glorious years. 

Dr Leavell 's successor and my predecessor, Dr. H. Gordon Clinard, expressed to me 
time and again his gratitude for the ministry of James B. Leavell. 

After 25 years and 10 months of reaping where James Leavell sowed, I am thoroughly 
aware that whatever God has chosen to accomplish during the ministries of Gordon 
Clinard and Jerold McBride is because of the foundation laid by James Leavell. 

He was keenly aware that "Other foundations can no man lay than that is laid , which is 
Jesus Christ.' And upon this foundation James Leavell built with "gold, silver and 
precious stones." 

Let me mention some of the characteristics of the Firm Foundation James Leavell laid . 

James B. Leavell Laid Firm Foundation Of: 

I. Faith and Vision 
1. Faith in Bible Study and Vision of Its Power 

(1) His support of S.S. --During his first 7 years as pastor (1947-1954) 
total S.S. average attendance grew more than 300 and "Training 
Union" attendance almost doubled! 

(2) His provision for S.S. -- Education Building constructed first ... 
--NOTE: The end result was Baptisms nearly doubled from 1947 to 

1954. 
2. Faith in the Church and What Accomplish 

--NOTE: If you would see a monument to the Faith and Vision of James 
Leavell look around you . For you are seated in that monument. 

The Old Red Brick Sanctuary was only 45 years old. Not an easy 
task to lead people to tear down a place of worship which they helped 
build , where many had been baptized and married ... 

This was a monumental task that required His Kind of Faith and 
Vision . 

In today's dollars the Sanctuary and Education Building cost was in 
excess of $3 million . 



II. Doctrinal Integrity 
--NOTE: Dr. Leavell , in the words of Jude, "Contended for the faith once delivered 

unto the saints." 

1. Fundamentals of the Faith 
--NOTE: He "took heed how he built on the foundation of Christ." 
--ILLUS: In a day when many were drifting from the "faith once delivered" 

James Leavell kept this old ship "on course." Theologically, First Baptist 
Church San Angelo drifted neither to the left or to the right of our Baptist 
heritage. 
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The Foundation of Doctrinal Integrity he laid has made my efforts to 
lead our church to "stay on course" much easier. 

--NOTE: In a note he sent me during the early days of our denominational 
controversy he wrote: 

"You will discover, the less one knows the more he can prove!" 
2. Biblical Stewardsti ip 

--NOTE: "Grand Total Gifts" - 1947 $40,573; 1954 $215,124! 
The high level of stewardship today is due to 18 years of sound Biblical 
teaching by Dr. Leavell. 

Ill. Missionary Compassion 
1. Giving 

--NOTE: In 1954 the of this church equaled more than half 
of the for all purposes in 194 7. 

2. Mission Involvement 
--NOTE: Dr. Leavell made two extended mission trips to Mexico. 

He inspired members to become personally involved in missions. 
As a result people were called into missions and members felt a personal 
responsibility for missions as never before. 

--ILLUS: Melvin Shook was a young business man who was concerned 
about mission work in Manaus, Brazil and the ministry of Missionary Clem 
Hardy. 

Dr. Leavell fanned the fires of missionary concern that were burning 
the soul of Melvin Shook. 

The Foundation of Missionary Compassion laid by James Leavell 
continues to bless scores of souls around the world . 

Shook's support of mission work--
8 national missionaries in the Amazon , Peru . . . 

45-50 Trips made by lay persons in the past 15 years to mission 
fields all over the world .. . 

CON: The testimony of James B. Leavell is expressed in the hymn: 

"How firm a foundation ye saints of the Lord , 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 

What more can He than to you He hath said , 
To you who for refuge1o Jesus have fled? 



The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose 
I will not, I will not desert to His foes; 

That soul , tho' all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I'll never, no, never, no never forsake! " 
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