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STAYING ON COURSE 

Scripture: I Corinthians 16:2 

Intro: SHIP WAS MOVING THROUGH THE WATERS ON A DARK AND FOGGY NIGHT 
ON A COLLISION COURSE WITH A LIGHTHOUSE. THE SHIP'S COMMANDER NOTICED 
A BRIGHT SHINNING LIGHT AHEAD. ASSUMING IT WAS ANOTHER SHIP ON THE 
SAME COURSE, HE INSTRUCTED THE RADIO OPERATOR TO SEND A MESSAGE. 

"ALTER YOUR COURSE 60 DEGREES TO THE NORTH, 11 ORDERED THE SHIP'S 
COMMANDER. QUICKLY WORD CAME BACK, 11 YOU ALTER YOUR COURSE 60 DEGREES 
TO THE SOUTH. 11 THIS REPLY INFURIATED THE COMMANDER. HE WAS NOT 
ACCUSTOMED TO HAVING HIS ORDERS DISOBEYED. SO THE COMMANDER FIRED BACK 
HIS MESSAGE BUT THE SAME REPLY AS BEFORE CAME BACK TO HIM. 

FINALLY, THE COMMANDER ORDERED, "I'M COMMANDER JOHNSON, AND I 
SAID TO ALTER YOUR COURSE 60 DEGREES TO THE NORTH. DO IT NOW! 11 

WORD BACK CLEAR AND FIRM, "I'M CAPTAIN JONES. SIR, I 
SUGGEST THAT YOU ALTER YOUR COURSE 60 DEGREES TO THE SOUTH NOW! I'M IN 
THE LIGHTHOUSE WHICH IS JUST AHEAD OF YOU!" 

THE SHIP COMMANDER KNEW THE VALUE OF STAYING ON COURSE AND WAS 
RELUCTANT TO CHANGE. 

IT IS IMPORTANT TO STAY ON COURSE IN ORDER TO REACH A GOAL OR 
TO FULFILL A MINISTRY. AFTER NEARLY THIRTY YEARS OF MISSIONARY SERVICE 
AND SHORTLY BEFORE HIS DEATH, PAUL WROTE TIMOTHY, 11 ! HAVE FOUGHT A GOOD 
FIGHT, I HAVE FINISHED MY COURSE, I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH" (II Tim. 
4: 7). 

GIVING IS ONE WAY TO HELP OUR CHURCH STAY ON COURSE WITH ITS 
MINISTRY. EVERY CHURCH HAS A DIVINE COURSE. IT IS TO PROCLAIM AND 
APPLY THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST IN THE WORLD (Matt, 28:19 - 20). 

IN I CORINTHIANS 16:2 PAUL OUTLINES A SIMPLE, THREE-POINT PLAN 
FOR GIVING THAT CAN HELP KEEP OUR CHURCH ON COURSE THROUGHOUT 1990. 
HE OFFERS A PRACTICAL WAY TO MEET THE NEEDS OF SOME DESTITUTE 
CHRISTIANS IN JERUSALEM. HIS INSTRUCTIONS CAN BE APPLIED TO CHRISTIAN 
GIVING IN GENERAL, AND TO THE COURSE GOD HAS SET BEFORE OUR CHURCH IN 
PARTICULAR. 

THE APOSTLE LAYS DOWN THREE BASIC PRINCIPALS FOR "STAYING ON 
COURSE. 11 ( Read I Cor. 16: 2 here] 

I. GIVE PERENNIALLY -- (Not spasmodically) 
--I Cor. 16:2a "Upon the first day of the week." 
--Exegesis: Paul makes an abrupt change when he moves from 
chapter 15 to chapter 16 of this letter. In chapter 15 he has been 
walking in the loftiest realms of thought and theology, and has 
been discussing the life of the world to come, In chapter 16 
he deals with the most practical things in the most practical way 
and is concerned with the everyday life of this world and the 
administration of the Church. 

There is no reach of thought too high for Paul to scale, and 
there is no practical detail of administration too small for Paul 
to remember. He was very far from being one of these dreamers and 
visionaries, who are at home in the realms of theological 
speculation, and who are quite lost in practical matters of how to 
run a church, of how to keep it on course! 

1 



There might be times when Paul ' s head was in the clouds, but his 
feet were always planted firmly on this solid earth. 

He begins by dealing with the collection for the poor 
saints at Jerusalem. This was an undertaking very dear to 
Paul's heart. There was a certain brotherliness in the 
ancient world. If a person fell on evil days or was in 
sudden need his friends would come together to raise an 
interest-free loan to help him. The Synagogue had officials 
whose duty it was to collect from those who had and to share 
out to those who had not. 

Paul did not want the Christian Church to be behind the 
Jewish and the heathen world in generosity. But to Paul this 
collection for the poor at Jer u salem meant more than that. It was 
a way of demonstrating the unity of the Church. It was a way of 
putting into effect the practi cal teaching of Christianity. By 
arranging this collection Paul was providing his converts with 
their first opportunity of tran slating into action the teaching of 
Christ on the Christian virtue of love. 

Very quickly in verse two Paul states that we are to 
give perennially, 11 Upon the first day of the week." 
--Apply: Giving is to be done regularly and systemtically 
throughout the year. Every Sunday each one of us has an 
opportunity to bring an offeri ng to God. Guided by a plan, our 
regular giving to God through His church is one way to worship Him 
to acknowledge Him as Lord & t o keep His church on course-Some off 
--Illus: Our gifts can be compared to our votes. They may seem 
i nsignifi cant, but combined wi t h the votes of others, our vote can 
help det e rmine the very course of our nation. That is how it is 
with giving. We may not think that what we give is important; 
but, when we all give together , regularly, and systematically to 
our church, we help keep our church on course as we share Christ 
here and around the world. 

Giving can also be compar e d to electrical energy. People 
give and Bibles and Christian l iterature are produced. Our gifts 
support missionary personnel and help produce tracts to 
communicate the gospel. We he l p finance worship, evangelism, 
education, and efforts to help people in need. We give to supply 
materials for buildings and to implement services to buildup the 
body of Christ and spread the good news . 
- -Apply: "Upon the first day of the week. 11 sets worth a 
meaningful aspect of giving. Year-round, regular, systematic 
giving will keep our church 11 0n course" and will help our church 
in turn influence the course o f history. 
- - Illus: A pastor's 13 year o l d son was on the school's track 
team and had been working out f or several months on the 440 yard 
dash. But now in a city wide competition the boy had to run 
unexpectedly in a race of only 330 yards, and he had not done 
well. As he explained it to h i s father he said, "I started to 
sprint too late, since I was saving my energy, and the race was 
over too soon. I had energy left I could not use. 11 

2 



The race of life is often run the same way. Many say they 
will begin giving regularly later. But far too often the race is 
ended and they started their "sprint" too late. Because of their 
"late start" their church was forced "off course," missions and 
ministries were neglected, 
--Apply: The needs of God's work must be met EVERY WEEK. The 
church's many ministries are like a family that must be fed and 
cared for EVERY DAY! We should have no "low months." God 
provides our needs day by day and week by week, and we are to give 
so that His church's needs may be met day by day and week by week. 
Perennial giving will result in the church's "staying on course," 

II. GIVE PERSONALLY 
--I Cor. 16:2b "Let every one of 
--Exegesis: Giving is personal. 
Giving is one of the Christ-like 
personal responsibility of every 
personal privilege, 

you lay by him in store" 
No one is excluded from 

things we can do. Giving 
Christian. Even more, it 

giving. 
is the 
is a 

--Apply: A frightening discovery has recently been made by 
Southern Baptists. We have failed to train our children in the 
discipline of Christian stewardship! These "children" are now 
parents with children of their own. The giving pattern of the 
average Southern Baptist Church reveals a considerable lower level 
of giving among youth and young adults than among median and older 
adults. This is true even when the lower level of income of some 
youth and some young adults is taken into consideration. 

The continuation of this trend will move the church far off 
course and missions and ministries will go begging. The lost will 
go unreached and church programs now enjoyed by youth and young 
adults and their children will become a thing of the past when 
median and older adults pass off the scene & younger become older 

We simply have made a fa l se assumption! We have assumed 
that because we as parents give "perennially" and "personally" 
that our children will automat i cally follow our pattern. NOT SO! 

We must take the time to "train up a child in the way he 
should go" in the matter of giving. Human nature is inherently 
selfish. And unless it is countered by the Biblical principals of 
God's ownership of all and man's role as a steward that inherent 
selfish nature will produce a generation of adults who do not know 
how to give. 

Parents cannot be saved for their children, they cannot pray 
for their children, they cannot read the Bible for their children, 
and they cannot give for their children. 

Giving personally is a habit that must be learned and 
practiced early in life. To assist you as parents in training 
your children to give personally we have provided a special place 
on our 1990 offering envelopes where each of us can check if an 
offering is brought every ''first day of the week, 11 "personally" 
and 11 perenn iall y. 11 ( JRM) 
--Note: We are daily recipients of God's gifts. Each of us is a 
manager of all that God places in our care. As each one receives 
from God, each one must give an account. 

3 



--Illus: Daniel Webster, former secretary of state under 
President Millard Fillmore, was asked: 11 Mr. Webster, what is 
the most important thought that you ever had?" He replied: 
11 The most serious thought that ever occupied my mind was that of 
my individual responsibility to God. 11 

--Apply: John Sullivan once spoke of personal giving in an address 
to messengers of the Louisiana Baptist Convention. His sermon was 
entitled, 11 Parking on Another Man's Nickel . 11 He reminded his 
audience that most of them, including himself, had driven around 
an entire block to find a parking meter with time on it bought 
with someone else's money spent more$ on gas than if he pd .05. 

Sullivan's thesis: Some members in every church are content 
to park on some other member's nickel. It is not consistent with 
the spirit of the New Testament to be a Christian and member of a 
church and fail to support the church with one's finances. 11 Let 
everyone of you" is not an option. It is expected of everyone to 
give because only perennial, personal giving will keep the church 

11 0n course. 11 

III. GIVE PROPORTIONATELY 
- - I Cor. 16: 2 c 11 as God hath prospered him. 11 

--Note: God is not an unreasonable God! He does not ask us to 
give that we do not have. God knows what we have for He has given 
it to us. And He knows what we can give when He is really LORD of 
our lives--when we have 11 no other gods before 11 Him. And He 
expects, and has every right t o expect, us to give it! What is 
"generous 11 or 11 sacrificial 11 fo r one person may be so for another. 
Each person is held accountable for what God has entrusted to him. 
- - Exegesis: Paul relates giving to re c eiving: 11 As God hath 
prospered. 11 Giving is to be in proportion to one's prosperity. 
But what proportion? No speci f ic percentage, such as the tithe, 
is mentioned. This is a specia l offering over and above the 
tithe. 
--Note: It may be significant that Paul taught proportionate and 
sacrificial giving, II Corinthians 8 and 9 are classic examples. 
He urged the Corinthians to give a special offering. As 
encouragement, he used the model of sacrificial giving by the 
Macedonians (8:1-5) and the supreme sacrificial giving of Jesus 
(8:9). He also taught that giving is related to what a person 
possesses (8:12). It appears from Paul's writings that his 
standard of giving far exceeded a tithe. 
- -Note: One of Jesus' references to tithing is Luke 11:42. He 
does not tell the Pharisees to stop tithing, but to see the whole 
picture of one ' s relationship to other people. There is more to 
giving than tithing, but tithing does establish a foundation from 
which to move to greater heights in giving. 
--Note: Another principle for measuring our giving is by the 
amount we have left after we g i ve. Observing the poor widow as 
she cast into her two mites into the treasury, Jesus said that she 
had given more than all of the others (Mark 12:43). God's 
arithmetic may seem strange to us. His calculations are based 
more on quality than on quantity. 
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--Apply: Wayne Watts has spoken in our church on more than one 
occasion. He is a business man who is active in the FBC of 
Wichita Fall, Texas. In his book, The Gift of Giving, Wayne 
offers some "Practical Principles of Giving." 

1. PLAN TO BE RICH IN HEAVEN 
--"Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven." 
- -Wayne goes on to say: 11 It is so easy to spend money on 
things we love here and now. Alcoholics are eager to spend 
their last dollar on whiskey. 11 Shopaholics 11 compulsively 
spend countless dollars on unneeded merchandise, rather than 
prayerfully seeking to make wise investments. 

11 I was visiting with an unhappy husband one afternoon 
who told me his wife spent all her time shopping--not only 
shopping, but buying. 'What kind of things does she buy?' 
I asked. He replied, 'In her closet right now there are 
more than forty pairs of beautiful shoes--many of which 
are still in the boxes and have never been worn!' 

An honest look at our lives will reveal whether we are 
living and giving as to keep the church "on course." 

2. PLAN FOR A SHORT LIFE 
-- 11 Your life is like a vapor." 
- -Wayne states, "We are tenant farmers with a short-term 
lease!" Then he tells of a highly productive business man 
who has been a life long friend: 

"He once calculated the number of days he had left if he 
should be privileged to l ive to the age of seventy. To 
remind him to live each day to the fullest and not become 
spiritually complacent, each day he subtracts one from that 
total number of days he expects to live. 

The person who plans to live each day to the fullest 
lives wisely. He will not leave things undone because of 
procrastination. He wil l seek to live one day at a time and 
get the most out of life . 

"Redeeming the time" (Ephesians 5:16) is a practice the 
Lord commands. 

3. MAKE CHRIST LORD OF ALL 
--Say with Peter (Acts 10:36b) "He is Lord of all!" 

Watts shares this experience: 
11 The fear of parting with money reminds me of a 

decision I made during my flying days. I was handicapped 
because I was unwilling to pay the price to learn to pilot a 
plane by instruments. Because of this refusal, I could 
never fly through the clouds. My highest altitude was 
always determined by the elevation of the cloud cover, so I 
stayed down where the air was often turbulent, the 
visibility poor, and collision with other planes a constant 
threat." 

Many Christians are like that. They will not pay the 
price now in order to reap rich spiritual rewards on down 
the road. Failing to make Christ Lord of all, they go 
through life never rising above the clouds and turbulent 
weather. 
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4. PLAN AHEAD TO GIVE 
--"that there be no gatherings when I come." 
--LB "Don't wait until I get there and then try to collect 
it all at once." 
--Illus: Marriage seminar on finances/Tithe must be planned 

5. GIVE THROUGH YOUR CHURCH 
6. LET GOD LEAD YOU (God will not contradict today what he 

said in His Word yesterday!) 

Con: A couple had spent the night on their houseboat. During the night 
a storm broke the boat from its moor i ngs. The next morning the wife 
walked out on the deck to discover that they had moved. Rushing back 
in to awaken her husband, she exclaimed, "Wake up, honey, we are not 
here anymore." 

Should we ever depart from Paul's principals for giving, we shall 
surely wake up some day (in the not so distant future) and say, "Wake 
up! We aren't here anymore! 

"We aren't supporting missions as we once were! We aren ' t 
providing the ministries we did in the past! The storms of lethargy 
and greed have broken the moorings and we are far off course! 11 

But that never need happen! We WILL follow Paul's principals for 
giving. We WILL give: 

PERENNIALLY 

PERSONALLY, and 

PROPORTIONATELY, and 

The this Old Ship wi 11 "Stay on Course! 11 
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STAYING ON COURSE 

I Corinthians 16:2 

i' 

Intro: A SHIP WAS THROUGH THE ON A DARK AND FOGGY 
ON A COLLISION COURSE WITH A LIGHTHOUSE. TH SHI COMMANDE NOTICED 
A BRIGHT SHINNING LIGHT AHEAD. IT WAS ANOTHER SI-fIP ON THE 
SAME COURSE, HE INSTRUCTED THE RADIO OPERATOR TO SEND A MESSAGE. 

YOJJ COURSE 60 DEGREES O THE ORDERED THE SHIP'S 
COMMANDER. CAME "YOU ALTER YOUR COURSE 60 DEGREES 
TO THE SOUTH." REPLY INFURIATED THE HE NOT 
ACCUSTOMED TO HAVING HIS ORDERS DISOBEYED. SO THE FIRED BACK 
HIS MESSAGE AGAIN, BUT THE SAME REPLY AS BEFORE CAME BACK TO HIM. 

FTNALLY , THE COMMANDER ORDERED, "I'M MMANDER 
SAID TO ALTER YOUR COURSE 60 DEGREES TO THE NORTH. DO IT NOW 1 

WORD CAME BACK CLEAR AND 1 CAPTAIN JONES. S , I 

I 

SUGGEST THAT YOU ALTER YOUR COURSE 60 DEGREES TO THE SOUTH NOW! 
THE LIGHTHOUSE WHICH IS JUST AHEAD OF YOU!" 

HE KNEW THE VALUE OF ON COURSE AND WAS 
RELUCTANT TO CHANGE. 

IT IS IMPORTANT T.O STAY ON COURS IN ORDER TO ACH A GOAL OR 
TO FULFILL A MINISTRY. TH TY YEARS OF MISSIONARY SERVICE 
AND SHORTLY BEFORE HIS DEATH, PAUL WROTE TIMOTHY, 'I HAVE FOUGHT A GOOD 
FIGHT, I HAVE. FINISHED MY COURSE, I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH" (II Tim. 
4: 7). , 

I S OUR CHURCH COURSE 111 ITS 
MINISTRY. CHURCH A DIVINE IT IS TO AND 
APPLY THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST IN THE WORLD (Matt. 28:19-20), 

IN I CORINTHIANS 16:2 PAUL OUTLINES A SIMPLE , THREE-POINT PLAN 
FOR GIVING THAT CAN HELP KEEP OUR CHURCH ON COURSE THROUGHOUT 
HE OFFERS A PRACTICAL WAY TO MEET THE NEEDS OF SOME DESTITUTE 
CHRISTIANS IN JERUSALEM. CAN BE APPLIED TO CHRISTIAN 
GIVING IN GENERAL, AND TO GOD HAS SET BEFORE OUR CHURCH IN 
PARTICULAR. 

THE APOSTL LAYS BASIC INCIPALS FOR "STAYING ON 
COURSE. 11 Cf?e~J 

I . GIVE PERENNIALLY 
16: 2a the first day of the week. 11 

--Exegesis: Paul makes an change when he moves from 
chapter 15 to chapter 16 of this letter. chapter he has been 
walking in the loftiest realms of thought and theology, and has 
been discussing the life of the world to come. n chapter 16 
he deals with the most practical things in the most practical way 
and is concerned with the everyday life of this world and the 
administration of the Church. 

There is no reach too high for Paul to scale, and 
is no practical detail of administration too small for Paul 

to was far from being one of these and 
visionaries, who at home in the realms of theological 
speculation, and who are quite lost in practical matters of 
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ight e time when Paul's head was in the clouds, but his 
feet were always planted firmly on this solid earth. 

He by dealing with the ollectio for the 
saints at Jerusalem. This was an undertakin very dear t o 
Paul's heart. There was a certain brotherliness in the 
ancient world. a person fell on evi l days or, was in 
sudden need his friends would come together to raise an 
interest-free loan to help him . The had 
whose duty it was to collect from those who had and to share 
out to those who had not. 

Paul did not want t Christian Church to be behind the 
Jewish and the heathen world in generosity. But to Paul this 
collection for the poor at Jerusalem meant more than that. It was 
a way of demonstrating the unity of the Church. , , It was a way of 
putting into the practical teaching of Christianity. By 

ng this ion Pau l was providing his converts with 
opportunity of the teaching of Christ on 
the Christian virtue of love. 

guickly in two that we are to 
give perennially, "Upon the first day of the week." 

Gi v ing to be done regular ly and systerntically 
throughout the year. very Sunday each one of us has an 
opportunity to bring an offeri ng to God. Guided by a plan, 
regular giving to God through His church is one way to worship Hirn C' 

to Hirn as keep 
u gifts can b cm ared o or votes . hey may see 

insignificant, but combined with the votes of others. our vote can 
h eterm1ne the very course of our nation. 
Our like _ our votes may seem to b e insigni ficant , 
but combined with the gifts of o thers our gifts can 1 

determine the destiny of our chu r c h 

Giving can also e com r d t e ctrical en People 
give;,and Bibles and Christian literature are produced. 0 gif s 
support mi ssionar y personnel and help pr oduce tracts t o 
communicate the gospel. We finance worship, evange Lisrn, 
education, and efforts to help people in need. We give to 
materials for buildings and to to buildup the 
body of Christ and spread the good news. 

-Apply: "Upon the day of we k, " sets wort 
meaningful aspect of giving. Year-round, regular, 
giving will keep our church "on course" and wi _ll help our church 
in turn inf 1 uence the course of hi story. 
--Illus: pastor's 13 year son wa on the school ' s 
team and had been working out for several months on the yard 
dash . But now in a city- wide competition the boy had to un 
unexpectedly in a race of ye.J44l s, and he had not done 
we 11. s he explained it to his father he said " I t o 
sprint too late, since I was saving my energy, and the race was 
over too soon. I had Left I could use 11 
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The race of life is often run the same way. Many say 
will begin giving regularly later. But far too often the race i 
ended and they started their too late. Because of their 
"late start 11 their church w s forced "off cours 1 11 

ministries were neglected, 
- -Apply: of God's work must: e met: EVERY 
church ' s many s are like a that must be fed and 
cared for EVERY DAY! We have no " God 
provides our needs day by day and week by week, and we are to give 
so that His church's needs may be met day by day and week by week. 

giving will in s 

I I. BRSONALLY 
--I 6:2b Let every of you lay by him in store" 
--Exegesis: Giving is excluded from giving . 

is one of the things we can do. Giving is the 
personal responsibility of every Christian. Even more , it s 
personal privilege. 

We simply have made false assumption ! have 
that because we as parents give "perennially" and "personally" 
that our children will automat i cally follow our pattern. NOT 

We must: take the time t:o "train u a child 1n the wa he 
should in the matter of giving. urnan natur s inherent y 
elfish. nd unless it i ountered the Biblical princiu_als of 

and man ' s 

s cannot be their hildren, the cannot 
for their children, they cannot read the Bible for their children, 
and they cannot give for their children. 

Giving personally is a that must be lea ed and 
practiced early in life. o assist you a parents in training 
your chi .... to give perso9.al 

our envelopi''Stwhere of can 
is .n1 

--Note: e ts of gifts . us is 
of all that God places in our care. each 

i ves each one must give an accountb. 
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--Illus: Daniel ester, former secretary of state under 
President Fillmore , was asked: "Mr. Webster, what is 
the most important thought that you ever had?'1 He replied: 
11 The mos serious that occupied m mind was of 
my individual responsibility to God. 11 

--Apply: John Sull van once of per, onal address 
to messengers of the Louisiana Baptist Convention. His sermon was 

kin on not er an Ni 1 . 11 He reminded his 
audience that most of them, including himself, had driven around 
an entire block to find a parking meter with time on it J;.,,_ 
with someone mo 

Sullivan 's thesis : me church are content · 
to park on some other member's icke . is not consistent h 
the pi of the w Testament to be Christian and member of a 
church and fail to support the churc with one's finances. 11 Let 
eve:ryon.e of you 11 is not an optt:on. t is expected of everyone 
give because only perennial, person 1 giving will keep the church 
11 oncourse. 11 

Ill . GIVE 
- -I Cor. 16: c 11 as God hath prospered him." 
--Note: God i s no unceasonable od! He doas not ask us to 
give that we do not have. od wha for JlA,$ 
it to us. nd He knows what we can He is really LORD of 
our lives--when we have " o gods before 11 Him.) And 
expects, and has every r gh to expect, us to give it! What is 
11 generous 11 or "sacrificial" for one person may be so for another. 

person i held b le for what God has entrusted to him. 
- -Exegesis: Paul relates giving to God hath 
prospered." Giving is to be in proportion to one ' s 

what o speci ic percentage, such as the tithe, 
is This is offering over and above the 
ti the.= 

- • I 

:'EQUAL NOT EQUAL is the formula for success. The level of 

sacrifice must be the same for both the person who gives $5,000 and the person who gives 

$500,000. Surely a person whom God has blessed financially an exceptional way would want 

to do nothing less than equal the level of sacrifice of his or member who has not 

been so blessed. God is counting on in giving. The success of VISION 2000 
., 

depends on it! -r.t-, f 
Anothe rinci 1 or ea 

eft after we give. Observing the poor widow 
she cast into two mites into the treasury, Jesus said that she 
had given more than all of the others (Mark 12:43). s 

i may seem strange calculations 
more on quality than on quantity. 
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--Apply: Wayne Watts has in our church on more than one 
occasion. is an who is active in the FeBC of 
Wichita Fall. Texas. his book, Gift of Giving, Wayne 
offers some "Practical of Giving ." 

1 . PLAN TO BE RICH I HEAVE 
--"Lay up for yourselves reasures in 

goes on to 1 is s easy to spend n 
things we love here and now. Alcoholics eager to spend 
their last dollar on whiskey. 1 ho aholics 11 

spend countless dollars on unneeded merchandise, rather than 
prayerfully seeking to make wise investments. 

was an unhappy ·husband one afternoon 
who told me his wife spent all her time shopping--not only 
shopping, but buying. kind of does she buy?' 
I asked. He repl1ea , her closet right now there 
more than forty pairs of beautiful shoes--many of which 
are still in the boxes and have never been worn!' 

look ur 11ves we 
living and giving as to keep the church 11 On course. 11 

2. AN FOR SHORT LIFE '' __ IJ 
--"Your life is like a vapor. 11 

- 1 e a e farmer i th a short -term 
lease!" Then he tells of a highly ducttve business man 
who has been life long friend: 

one calculatea days he had left if he 
should be privileged to live to the age of seventy. To 

d i live o the fullest not 
spiritually complacent, each day he 
total number of days he expects to 1 i ve. 

The person who pl n to each to the fullest 
lives wisely. e will leave because of 
procrastination. He seek to live one day at a time and 
get the most out of life . 

the tim 1 (Ephesians 5:16) is a practice the 
Lord commands. 

3. KE CHRIST LORD OF ALL 
--Say with Peter (A ts 10:36b) is Lord of all! 11 

Watts 
f ear of with me of 

decision I made during my flying was 
because I was unwilling to pay the price to learn to pilot a 
plane by instruments. of thi I 
never fly through the clouds. My highest a titude was 
always determined by the elevation of the cloud cover, so I 
stayed down where the air was often turbulent, the 
visibility poor, and col l ision with other planes a constant 
threat." 

Many are Thei will not ay the 
price now in order to reap rich spiritual rewards on down 
the road. ailing to make o all, they go 
through life never rising above the clouds and turbulent 
weather. 
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4. AN TO GIVE 
--"that there be no gatherings when I come." 
- -bB wait until I get there and then try to 
it all at once. II 

--Illus: seminar on must be plann 

. LET GOD LEAD 

Con: A couple had on the 
a storm broke the boat from its moorings. next the wife 
walked out on the deck to discover that they had moved. Rushing back 
in to awaken husband, she exclaimed, "Wake up, honey, not 

Should we ever depart from Paul's principals for giving , we shall 
surely wake up some day ( in the not so distant future) and say, "Wake 
up! aren't here anymore! 

supporting missions as we once were! aren ' t 
providing the we did in the past! The torrns o lethargy 
and greed have moorings and we are far off course!" 

Bu that never need happen ! Paur's s for 
giving. WILL give: 

PERENNIALLY 

PERSONALLY , and 

PROPORTIONATELY, and 

Th ' Old Ship wi 11 "Stay on Course! 11 
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STAYING ON COURSE 
I Corinthians 16:2 - Pew Bible page 999 

To keep the church on course we must: 

I. Give ______ "The first day of the week" 

II. 

1. Paul begins by dealing with the ______ for the 
poor saints in Jerusalem. 

2. Our gifts like our votes may seem to be insignificant, but 
combined with the gifts of others our gifts can determine 
the _____ of our church. 

3. Some may give weekly, monthly, quarterly or annually, 
but all are to give _____ _ 

Give _____ "Let every one of you" 
_____ is one of the most Christlike things we can 1. 
do. 

2. Giving is a personal responsibility of every Christian. 
Even more, it is a personal _____ _ 

3. Human nature is inherently _____ . It must be 
countered by the Biblical principles of God's ____ _ 
and man's _____ _ 

4. As each one _____ _____ God, each 
one must give ____________ _ 

God. 
QUOTE: John Sullivan "Some members in every church 

are content to park on some other member's 
This is not consistent with the 

spirit of the _________ _ " 



III. Give ______ "as God has prospered him" 
1. God knows what we can give when we have "----
----- ____ " before Him. 

2. "EQUAL ______ , NOT EQUA ____ " 

is the formula for success. 
3. The level of ______ must be the same for 

the person who gives $5,000 and the person who gives 
$500,000. 

4. Surely a person whom God has blessed financially in an 
exceptional way would want to do nothing less than equal 
the_____________ of a fellow 
member who has not been so blessed. 

5. God is counting on such in g1vmg. 
6. The large gift is not more favored by God than the small 

gift, but the fact is it adds up to more and thus is 
to VISION 2000. 

7. Another principle for measuring our giving is by the 
after we give (the poor widow, 

(Mk. 12:43). 
QUOTE: William Barclay (1) "Real giving must be 

sacrificial, (2) Real giving has a certain 
recklessness in it. " 

8. Practical principles of giving 
(1) Plan to be rich in _____ Matt. 6:20 
(2) Plan for a ____ life James 4:14 
(3) Make Christ Lord of Acts 10:36 
(4) Plan ahead to I Cor. 16:2 
(5) Let God ____ you Psalm 31:3 

A Prayer: "Heavenly Father, reveal to me the sacrificial gift you 
would have me make to VISION 2000 and may this gift 
be used by you to keep our church on course." 



COMMITMENT IS .. . 
Romans 12:1-5 Pew Bible page 983 

I. An Act vs. 1 
One does not gradually evolve into a ----
1. Which is ______ "present" 

> Jesus called for such a decisive act in two words, 
If If 

> Commitment is a decisive act which takes place at a 
definite point in time like ------

2. Which is ____ __ "your bodies" 
3. Which is _______ "reasonable service" 

(1) God is not interested in your _____ yourself 
(2) God will ___ _ you to do what He asks you 

to do 

II. An Action vs. 2 
> Commitment has a point of beginning but no point of 

1. Which affects your 
2a "be not conformed to this world" 

2. Which remolds your ______ pattern 
2b "the renewing of your mind" 
> Church is not a place to which you go . It is a 

relationship which you are - --
3. Which discovers 

2c "that you may prove (find) . . . 
(1) As " " 
(2) As " " 
(3) As " " 

III. An Attitude (Humility) vss. 3-5 
1. Which sees yourself as you ___ 3a-b 
2. Which accepts others as they ___ 4 
3. Which enables you to ___ _ ___ _ ____ 5 

> Commitment will not be effective unless it finds expression 
in a committed 

Christians have no monopoly on commitment, they simply have a 
different 



Dale ________ _ 

Scripture _______ _ _ 

LISTENING WITH YOUR H EART 

We suggest w ill you remember portions 
of the sermon which may prove helpful for your life in the future . 
Why no t try it today and see? 

MESSAGE TITLE: _________ _ _ ___ 

POINTS OF TH E MESSAGE: 

PERSONAL APPLICATION: " Wh at does it say to me?" 

Cassette tapes of today 's message ava ilable 



302 MARK 12:41-44 

people threw in large sums. A poor widow woman came and 
threw in two mites which make up half a farthing. He called his 
disciples and said to them, " This is the truth I tell you-this poor 
widow woman has thrown in more than all the people who threw 
money into treasury, for all of them threw their contributions 
in out of their abundance, but she out of her lack has thrown in 
everything that she had, all she had to live on." 

BETWEEN the Court of the Gentiles and the Court of the Women 
there was the Gate Beautiful. It may well be that Jesus had gone 
to sit quietly there after the argument and the tension of the 
Court of the Gentiles and the discussions in the cloisters. In the 
·court of the Women there were thirteen collecting boxes called 
" The Trumpets," because they were so shaped. Each of them 
was for a special purpose, for instance to buy corn or wine or 
oil for the sacrifices. They were for contributions for the daily 
sacrifices and expenses of the Temple. Many people threw in 
quite considerable contributions. Then came a widow. She flung 
in two mites. The coin so called was a which literally 
means a thin one. It was the smallest of all coins and was worth 
one fortieth of one pence. And yet Jesus said that her tiny 
contribution was greater than all the others, for the others had 
thrown in what they could spare easily enough and still have 
plenty left, while the widow had fl ung in everything she had. 

Here is a lesson in giving: 
(i) Real giving must be sacrificial. The amount of the gift 

never matters so much as its cost to the giver, not the size of the 
gift, but the sacrifice. Real generosity gives until it hurts. For 
many of us it is a real question if ever our giving to God's work 
is any sacrifice at all. Few people will do without their pleasures 
:to give a little more to the work of God. It may well be a sign of 
the decadence of the church and the failure of our Christianity 

have to be coaxed out of church people, and that often 
will not give at all unless they get something back in the 

way of entertainment or of goods. There can, be few of us who 
.read this story without shame. 

(ii) Real giving has a certain recklessness in it. The woman 
might have kept one It would not have been much but it 

l 
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would have been something, yet she gave everything she had. 
There is a great symbolic truth here. It is our tragedy that there 
is so often some part of our lives, some part of our activities, 
some part of ourselves which we do not give to Christ. 
Somehow there is nearly always something we hold back. We 
rarely make the final sacrifice and the final surrender. 

(iii) It is a strange and lovely thing that the person whom the 
New Testament and Jesus hand down to history as a pattern of 
generosity was a person who gave a gift of half a farthing. We 
may feel that we have not much in the way of material gifts or 
personal gifts to give to Christ, but, if we put all that we have 
and are at his disposal, he can do things with it and with us that 
are beyond our imaginings. 

THE THINGS TO COME 

MARK 13 is one of the most difficult chapters in the New 
Testament for a modern reader to understand. That is because 
it is one of the most Jewish chapters in the Bible. From 
beginning to end it is thinking in terms of Jewish history and 
Jewish ideas. All through it Jesus is using categories and 
pictures which were very familiar to the Jews of his day, but 
which are very strange, and indeed, unknown, to many modern 
readers. Even so, it is not possible to disregard this chapter 
because it is the source of many ideas about the second coming 
of Jesus. The difficulty about the doctrine of the second coming 
is that nowadays people are apt either completely to disregard it 
or to be so completely unbalanced about it that it becomes for 
them practically the only doctrine of the Christian faith. It may 
be that if we study this chapter with some care we shall come to 
a sane and correct view about this doctrine. 

will first of all glance at the Jewish background against 
which this chapter must be read. We will then try to make an 
analysis of the various elements which go to make it up. We will 
then study it section by section in the usual way. Finally, we will 
try to extract from it the great truths which are permanently valid. 




