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Sf £I.NG- EASTER.IN 3-1) 
1 Corinthians 15 

A teenager came home from his first 3-0 
movie and announced to his mother, "That was 
exciting. When I put on my 3-0 glasses, I could 
see things jumping out at me " His mother, not too 
impressed, respondesf, "You paid for tha~ I get the 
same experience for free by walking into your 
room" 

Do you remember going to a 3-0 movie? 
It was a different experience, for it revealed 
dimensions that were not available in a regular 
movie. A 3-0 movie gave us a different 
perspective. ,, 

That's why I have called my message .S f!elll 
fA..sten._ :J:,,y 3 -J:J,_' _ Often we see Easter from 
only one perspective. We think of Easter as a 
celebration of a past event, but Easter is much 
more than that. Easter is a past event with present 
day ramifications that produce future expectations. 

As we look to the we hear a 
.pcgslaroatjgo. As we aonsider the r we 
experience a . As we contemplate the 
fu we have a romise. I want us to 
comprehend all three dimensions of the Easter 
event. [fA-S -r £ R S w EE k.5 A Gi] 

Past Tense: A Proclamation 
15:1-5 

Easter is first of all about something that 
h happened. It is past tense. Paul summarizedf.1 
this happening in the opening verses of our text 
with staccato crispness. esus cied. Jesus was 
ouriea. On the third day, Jesus was raised from 
the dead. 

The proclamation of Easter is that Jesus 
came into history and lived among us, facing 
eve[Ything we face, even death. However, death 
could not hold Him. On the third day, his 'Alilil,,b 
became a ~ and death was transformed into 
life. What does this proclamation tell us about 
Jesus Christ? 

First, the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
VALIDATES WJ-(AT HE SAID. esus had predictea 
to the disciples that He would be raised up from 
the dead. We read in Mark 9:31 , "For Re was 
teaching His disciples and telling them, 'The Son 
of Man is to be delivered into the hands of men, 
and they will kill Him; and when He has been 
killed, He will rise three days later."' 

his was a remarkable prediction, a 
p rediction so profound that it slipped right by tt'ie 
disciples. Yet, it was a prediction Jesus clearly 
made. He said, "I will be put to death, and then o 
the third day, I will come back from the grave. ' 

On that first Easter morning, when Jesus 
fulfilled that remarkable prediction, when Jesus did 
exactly what He said He would do, He validated 
every other statement that came from His lips. 

In a timP. when millions of people are 
being instructed by the presumptions o such best 
selling books as Betty Eadie's [;@raced by the 
J.iJJ1J1 and .)ames Redfield's Celestine Prophecy-

neither of which have 
any basis in fact-Easter proclaims to the world, "If 
you want to know the truth, turn to the One whom 
even death could not hold. He is the One who has 
the truth and we can learn about life from Him." 
Easter validates what Jesus said. 
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Second, the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
VERIFIES WHO HE JS. 

iThe first disciples struggled with Jesus' 
identity. They knew Him first as a man, like other 
men. They quickly realized that He was in fact 
different from any other man they had ever known. 
But they didn't know exactly how to express that 
difference. They used terms like ra bi and prophet 
and everr-Messiah. They sensed that Jesus had a 
unique relationship with God and that He was 
indeed the fulfillment of God's promises to Israel. 
The resurrection verified that He was more than all 
those terms put together. He was in fact God 
Himself manifest in human form. 

After the resurrection , Jesus appeared 
alive to the disciples. Thomas was not there. 'lVhen 
the disciples told him about seeing Jesu alive, he 
protested. "I'll not believe 'he declared, "until I see 
the nail prints in his hands and until I touch the 
wound in His side." 

The next week, when 
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Christ on the Damascus road. 
The emgty tomb is a symbol of the 

event. The appearances are symbols of 
gresent experience. The empty tomb tells us that 
Jesus is no longer dead. The appearances declare 
that Jesus is in fact alive. Jesus is a livin 
presence who will be with everyone of us every 
day in everything we do until the end of time. 
Jesus is not "back there" or "up there" or "out 
there." He is here with us. 

I saw an interesting advertising the other 
day for Safe T Man. For $99.95, plus tax, motorists 
afraid of driving alone can put a dummy in the car 
with the . Safe T Man is 5 foot 1 O inches and 
resembles a 175 pound man, although he really 
only weighs 4 pounds. The dummy, which comes 
in a ligh or mediu~ark skin to e, has eyebrows 
and hair. The more macho models come with 
mustaches. When Safe T Man isn't strapped into 
his seat, he can be stored in a tote bag that sells 

separately for $34.95, 
plus tax. Jesus appeared to them 

again, Thomas was present. 
Jesus invited Thomas to 
touch the holes in His hand 
so that he could believ . 
Thomas didn't need to do 

Easter is about an event in the past so 
significant that it has never been 
repeated , an event that validates what 
Jesus said and verifies who Jesus is. 

Barbara 
LesStrang, ao-creator 
of Safe T Man, 
explains, "If we can 
create the illusion we're 

that. Just seeing the 
resurrected Christ was 
sufficient. Thomas fell to his 
knees before Jesus and cried out, "My Lord and 
My Goa" pot,n 20:28). 

Don't go through l. ile and 
miss this basic proclamation: Easter is about an 
event in the past so signific hat it has never 
been repeate a event tha validates hat Jesus 
said and .....::;.:~-

Present Tense: A Presence 
15:6-11 

There is more. Easter is also about 
_ ..,.,..._.. 

something that i happening_ is present tense. 
On that first Easter, Jesus not only defeated 
death. He became a living presence. Paul 
described the first believers who experienced this 
living presence. He mentioned Peter and then the 
Twelve in verse 5. He mentioned the 500 hundred 
on the mountain in verse 6. He mentioned James, 
Jesus' brothe in verse 7. Finally, he mentioned 
himse in verse 8, for he too had seen the living 

not alone, we have a 
better chance of 
arriving at our 

destination without becoming a statistic." 
Easter is the reminder that we have a 

better option than a 4 pound inflated man who 
sells for $99.95 who can be stored in a tote bag 
that sells for an additional $34.95. We have the 
presence of the sovereign, omnipotent God wh 
came down to where we are, faced the most 
critical issues of life including death, won the 
victory over these things, and now goes with us 
everywhere we go. This is not an illusion; it is a 
fact. 

Life is too scary to live alone. The good 
news of Easter is that no one has to live life alone. 
To the proclamation of faith on our part comes the 
response from the resurrected Christ, "Lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age" (Ma · . 
28:20). 

Easter is not just past tense. It is also 
present tense. It is not just about One whom 
death could not hold. It is also about One who is 
present with us today. 
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Future Tense: A Promise 
15:· .;. o-

· there is yet another important 
dimension Easter is also about something 
that 'tiiJj happen. It is future tense. 

When Jesus abolished death, He not only 
abolished death for Him. He also abolished death 
for all who believe in Him. He has replaced the 
fear of deatb with the cieam pf fear 

One of the pastor's most difficult 
assignments is to walk with a family through the 
valley of the shadow of death. I've done that a 
number of times this year, with many of you here 
today. You're not alone. 140,000 families a day in 
our country have to face the fact of death. Death is 
life's most tragic experience. It creates a vacuum 
w re once a life was, and it leaves an emptiness 
wfiicti nobody else can ever really fill. 

Death is life's most tragic experience. 
Jesus knows that, because He too experienced 
death. On that dark Friday which, only in 
retrospect do we call Good Friday, death did 
something terrible to Jesus. But on that first 

as.ter, Jesus did something wonderful to death. 
He took the · out of it. He took the fi · out 
of it. He too e m out of it. When Jesus 
came back from the grave, He replaced the fear of 
~ with the dea!b ot teac 

larence was killed in a subway-train 
accident when barely out of his teenage years. 
The funeral service was held at the Mount Carmel 
Baptist Church in West Philadelphia. For fifteen 
minutes, the pastor poignantly proclaimed the 
Biblical promises concerning death. Then he came 
down from the platform and walked over to where 
the grieving family sat. He spoke special words of 
comfort to them. At that point, the pastor walked 
over to the open casket and spoke to the corpse. 
"Clarence," he said, "there were a lot of things we 
should have said to you when you were alive that 
we never got around to saying. And I want to say 
them now." The pastor launched into a litany of the 
things Clarence had done for the Lord and for the 
church and the pastor expressed gratitude for all 
he had done. When he finished, the pastor said, 
"That's it, Clarence. I've got nothing else to say 
except this: Good night, Clarence. Good night1" He 
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then slammed the lid of the casket as the stunned 
congregation gasped. But then the pastor turned . 
to the congregation with a big smile stretched 
across his face as he shouted, "And I know that 
God is gonna give Clarence a good morning!" With 
that, the choir rose to their feet and started singing, 
~ that great getting up morning, we shall rise., 
we shall rise!" 

In that moment of celebration, the fear of 
death was defeated--it was destroyed- and in its 
place came the legacy of every Christian because 
of what Jesus did on that first Easter--tbe deatb af 
.taar. 

It is not possible, even for a Christian, to 
look into the darkness of death without ~ -

ws of our relatio · · 
who is now gone. But I would add to that truth 
another truth. It is not possible, for us as 
Christians, to look into the darkness of death 
without HOPE. 71Jat hope grows out ot our_ 
rslationship with the One 't(hgm death GP! •Id n9t 
JJold: ~'But now Christ has been raised from the 
dead," the Bible declares, ''ttie first fruits of those 
who are asleep" (1 Car. 15:20). Because He lives, 
we know we shall live as well. 

On that dark Friday which, only in retrospect do 
we call Good Friday, death did something 
terrible to Jesus. But on that first Easter, Jesus 
did something wonderful to death. 

7 ~ ~~41< 
Conclusion 

Whoever you are and wherever you are 
gathered to worship on Easter Sunday, whatever 
you have done and whatever you have become, 
you can get in on everything I have talked about 
today. You can experience this Presence in your 
life who will go with you everywhere you go. You 
can claim this promise for your future which gives 
you something to l~ok forward to that nothing can 
take away from you. The key is to accept this 
proclamation from the past. 

Jesus died. Jesus was buried. On the third 
day, Jesus was raised from the dead. And in His 
resurrection, Jesus was declared to be the Son of 
God. Hallelujah! 




