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THE ICONS OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

a in Seminary, I an icon was an image of 
a religious figyre that is used in worship However, in the last fifteen months, I have been 

to the fascinating world of in the universe of computers. In the computer 
world of windows, the word icon has a specialized meaning. It is a figure on the computer 
screen that represents some action or function of the computer. For instance, on the screen, 
you might see a little figure of a printer. When you click your mouse on that or icon, 
then the computer prints your text. Or you might see a figure of a file drawer. Click on that 
icon and your text is filed. you were asked to design an icon, or icons, to represent the 
Christian faith, what little pictures would you put on that computer screen? 

In our text, au min d the in Corinth of news had preached 
some months before. They had believed the Gospel and had staked their lives on its 

trustworthiness. Now he wrote to remind them of both their commitment and the Truth to 
whom they were committed. He encouraged them to keep on. 

ut Paul also an implied warning when he threw in the caveat, you hold 
finnly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain" (v. ). Every 
believer lives with the constant danger of losing an unrooted faith. 

you e parable Jesus told about the sower who sowed seed in a field? 
Some of the seed fell on the path, and birds ate it; some of the seed fell on rocky soil 
where it took root, sprouted quickly, but wilted under the heat of the sun; some of the seed 
fell among thorns and and though it sprouted, the weeds and thorns choked the 
seedlings so that they could not grow. And, of Jesus said that some fell on iooa soil 
where it sprouted and produced an abundant crop. 

a knew, as any good preache of the Gospel knows, that there are different kinds 
o people hearing a message. The Good News some minds. Other people 

ar the Gospel and i but their aith that the heat of adversity soon 
wilts commitment. Others message and believe it, but then their lives so 

with making business deals or with marriage problems or just with enjoying life 
that they never grow up as Christians. 

I 
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at of Are you like the beaten path? Or, are you like the 
soil, and your faith is subject to wilting under the heat? Or, is so and 
that your faith never has grown to maturity? 

KnoWmg that humans to constantly of the truth, Paul told them 
sunple tenns: Christ died; was buried; was raised on the third day; and Christ 

to the to more than ve and finally, to Paul himself. 
The Christian faith is not the product of mystical thinking. It is not the result of human 

imagination. is of the fallacies of the notorious conference held in Minneapolis last 
November. It was called the Re-imagining God conference, as though the Christian faith 
out imagining God in the first place. The true God was not imagined in the beginning, 
He does not need to be re-imagined today. 

e true has in history. He has done something in our area of life. 
Our faith is rooted His mighty acts liistorical events to which the people of God 
responded in faithful obedience. The Old Testame t is the account of what did, and how 
His Old Covenant people responded to Him. When we come to ew we 

l at what God did in 
What did He do? And what symbols, or icons, represent His acts in New 

Testament? Two of them are referred to in the Scripture we have read. The third one is 
actually assumed in that Scripture. What are they? 

Manger -

The first icon I would choose is the manger. 

The manger is the icon that tells us God has visited planet earth. It is the symbol of 
the incarnation. are not alone. The invisible Creator of this world is here. He did not 
create this universe and walk off and leave it, as the deists assert. The transcendent God is 
imminent! 

s bridge 6rings heaven The manger is 
for invasion of enemy held territory. The manger is between our physical 
world and the heavenly realm of existence. 

anger shows extremes to whic G w uld go to identify with us. He who 
created the world by speaking into existence out of nothing, who said let there be fish, and 
beasts, and man made in our image. The Word who created the universe had to learn baby 
talk. first icon of faith is manger, the icon of God's presence! 

second icon I would choose is the one that first comes to mind. It is the cross! 
The cross is symbol of God's 

cross tells us several things. It tells us something has gone radically wrong with 
this world and requires a drastic remedy. The cross is the symbol of our · . If the cross is 
the remedy, then how bad must be the disease. The cross is also the symbol of the value of 
each person created in the image of God. If Jesus Christ paid that price to redeem us, then 
how valuable we must be to Him! The cross is the u liest form of execution and therefore 
the lov · s mbol of love. 
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cmss is a about Love all loves it is also a statement 
grace ... saved a wretch like me. The cross is the bridge from earth to 

Heaven. It is the span over which repentant sinful human beings can enter into the welcoming 
arms of a loving Heavenly Father. 

In our hymnbook there is a familiar and beloved hymn whose words were written by 
Bernard of Clairvaux. The hymn is titled O Sacred Head Now Wounded. But in the 
hymnbook, the last stanza of Bernard's poem is omitted. It reads: 

Be me when I'm dying: I Oh, show Thy Cross to me! 
And for my succor flying; I Come, Lord, and set me free! 
These eyes, faith receiving, I From Jesus shall move; 
For he who dies believing, I Dies safely through Thy love. 

anger tells of the presence of God. The cross tells of the passion of God. 

Empty 

icon, which you probably have guessed, is the empty tomb. The empty tomb 

empty tomb tells us much about the viability of faith. The empty tomb tells us 
that there is something that lasts, more than a memory. It is the icon of ati nc rseveranc 
and in the pursuit of righteousness. It is the icon in doing what is 
good. The tomb assures us that death doesn't have the last word. The empty tomb is 

e symbol of ope. 
Lloyd Ogilvie, in the first chapter of his book, A Future a Hope, recounts his 

experience on the rugged northern coastline of Scotland. Every summer he goes to Edinburgh 
for a month of study, and one rainy day he went to the coast to walk. Climbing among the 
big rocks, he slipped and his left leg went into a crevasse while the of his body went 
another direction. The result was a leg broken in seven places. He was several miles from any 
help. He literally scooted backwards, sliding on his rain slicker, pushing with his hands, for 
two hours and forty-five minutes through streams and over rock fences until he reached a 
country lane. During the excruciating crawl he lost consciousness several times. When he 
reached the lane, he was found by a man, a vacationing cardiologist, who was out for a stroll 
with his two children. While the doctor went for help, Dr. Ogilvie asked .. .1'11 let him speak 
for himself. 

"As I waited for the .doctor to return, questions swirled around in my mind. 
Why had this happened? The Lord had not caused it, I knew. Yes, it had been foolish 
of me to go hiking by myself in weather like that and on rugged terrain like those 
boulders. 

But then when I was hurt, why had the Lord waited so long to send help? 
Even in the fog of my pain, I somehow knew the answer to my own questions. It was 
when I gave up and surrendered the seemingly impossible circumstances to the Lord 
that I had made one of the most crucial discoveries of my life: authentic hope is born 
when we trust Him completely. Hope is a Person. In those two and three-fourths hours, 
I had come to Him more profoundly than ever before." 
Our hope for the future doesn't rest upon our attitude. It rests upon a Person the 

Person who rose from the dead on that first Easter morning. Authentic hope is born when we 
trust Him completely! 

Recently, · lost their young son in an automobile accident. Several 
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months after, in a letter to some friends, the mother shared something given to them at the 
height of their grief. 

"When we walk to the edge of all the light we have 
And take that step into the darkness of the unknown, 
We must believe that one of two things will happen 
There will be something solid for us to stand on, or -
God will teach us to fly." 

empty tomb is G 's guarantee to us that there will be something solid for us to 
stand on. 

On December 3, 1993, there was a trial in Iran. The defendant's name was Mehdj 
Dibaj. He had been held in prison for almost nine years before being given an opportunity to 
defend himself in court. His crime? Because he had put his faith in Jesus Christ, he was 
charged with apostasy. The court sentenced him to death following the trial. Whether or not 
that sentence has been carried out as of this date, I do not know. But please listen to a part 
of his defense which he gave before the court: 

"With all humility I express my gratitude to the Judge of all heaven and earth 
for this precious opportunity .... I also beg the honored members of the court present 
to listen with patience to my defense and with respect for the Name of the Lord. 

I am a Christian, a sinner who believes Jesus has died for my sins on the 
and who by His resurrection and victory over death has made me righteous in the 
presence of the Holy God. 

In response to this kindness, He has asked me to deny myself and be His fully 
surrendered follower and not fear people even if they kill my body ... 

Jesus Christ says, 'I am the door. Whoever enters through me will be saved. 
I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.' 

'Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to men by which we must be saved.' Among the prophets of God, only Jesus 
Christ rose from the dead, and He is our livinglntercessor forever. 

He is our Savior and He is the Son of God. To know Him means to know 
eternal life. I, a useless sinner, have believed in His beloved person and all His words 
and miracles recorded in the Gospel, and I have committed my life into His hands. Life 
for me is an opportunity to serve Him, and death is a better opportunity to be with 
Christ Therefore, I am not only satisfied to be in prison for the honor of His Holy 
Name, but am ready to give my life for the sake of Jesus my Lord and enter His 
kingdom sooner ... . With Your Christian prisoner, Mehdj Dibaj." 

if Mehdj Dibaj is still alive on this planet. If he isn't, he is in Heaven. 
It is the resurrection of Jesus Christ--the empty tomb--that assures him of eternal life! Do you 
have that kind of faith? Do you have hope? 

John Richard Moreland wrote:. 
"I will repudiate the lie / Men tell of life: 
How it will · pass / As fragile flower, or butterfly, 
Whose dust shall nourish / April grass. 
Since One, for love, died on a tree 
And in the stony / Tomb has 
Behold I show a mystery / All are sealed in vain!" 
There you have it. The whole of our faith is seen in manger, the symbol of God's 

presence; e the symbol f God's passion; and e empty tomb, the symbol of God's 
power! is new ! 



BIBLE STUDY 
Icons of the Christian Faith 

I Corinthians 15:1-8 (NIV) 
.-,k 

1 No , brothers, I want to re ind you of the 
preached to you, which you received and 

on which you have taken your stand. 
2 By this you are saved, if you hold firmly 
to the preached to you. Otherwise, you 
have believed in vain. 
3 For what I received I passed on to you as of 
first importance: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures, 
4 That he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day according to the Scriptures, 

And that he appeared to Peter, and then to the 
Twelve. 
6 After that, he appeared to more than five 
hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of 
whom are still living, though some have fallen 
asleep. 
7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles, 
8 And last of all he appeared to me also, as to 
one abnormally born. 

I. The Manger -- verses 1-2 
*The symbol of God's presence 

II. The Cross -- verse 3 
*The symbol of God's passion 

III. The Empty Tomb -- verses 4-8 
*The symbol of God's power 

Specia{ 
presentea 
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STATE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CONVENTION 

for tfie Puture" 
SEPTEMBER 22-24 

Prestonwood Baptist - Dallas 

Registration and $32 deposit due August 21. 
Total cost is 132 - the church will pay $100 
toward the cost for the first 32 church-elected 
Sunday School directors, teachers, and 
leaders who register. Call Patsy Rogers the 
office for more information and to register. 

CHURCH SEMINAR 

AUGUST 20-21 
Led by Jon Randles 

All church-elected leadership of all 
organizations of the church and 
their spouses are urged to attend. 

All Sunday School workers are especially 
encouraged to attend. 

The conference will begin Saturday evening 
with dinner and a training session. (There is no 
charge for the dinner - please make reservations 
through your Sunday School department.) 

Instruction will continue through Sunday as 
Mr. Randles preaches in the Sunday morning 
and evening worship services and leads in 
Discipleship Training at 5:15 PM. 

Childcare will be provided. Please have your 
child eat before coming or bring a sack lunch. 

GOLF TOURNAMENT 

SATURDAY,AUGUST20 
7:00 AM 

Riverside Golf Course 
Entry Fee: $45 

Format: Four Person Scramble 

All fees and handicaps will be processed in 
advance. Please submit your fee and handicap to 
Patsy Rogers in the office by August 16. The 
maximum number of players is 72, so get your 
entry in early! 

If you are not a golfer, but would like to 
participate in this mission-funding project, you 
can sponsor a hole in memory or in honor of a 
friend or loved one. 

This tournament is another fund-raising project 
to raise money to build a church in the Crimea. 

PARENTS' NIGHT OUT 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12 
6:30 - 10:00 pm 

For children up through 6th grade 
Cost per child: $2.50 payable at sign-up 

TONIGHT is the deadline to sign up! 

GAME NIGHT 
Monday, August 15 

6:15 PM 
Christian Life Center 



august 
April Grubbs 
Will Evelyn Leddy 
Funmi Ogunleye 

August 9 
Ida Mae Brown 

Conner 
Robin Davis 
Louise Jones 

August 10 
Scott Bratcher 
Joanna Gatlin 
Devin Henshaw 
Julianne James 
Deidre McDonald 

August 11 
Tamika Bradley 

August 12 
Butch Beaty 
Merle Breazeale 
Joan Brinson 
Jackie Faulkner 

August 13 
Kim Bruner 
Harry Elam 

Matt Wagner 
Aurora Yongue 

Beth Kizer 
Donnie Smith 
Mildred Stanley 
Carolyn Stark 

Cecil Meadows 
Grant Morgan 
Ife Ogunleye 
Glenda Stoneham 

Debbie Lopez 

Susie Gonzales 
Henry Lancaster 
Heather Wolsey 

Albenia Karstedt 
Jeniffer Smith 

We express our warmest Christian sympathy to these 
families: 

Harrell Rice in the death of his mother, 
Berniece Walker Rice; 

Johnell Vincent in the death of her 
husband Dr. Lloyd D. Vincent; 

Stuart in the death of her son-in-law, 
Dr. Lloyd D. Vincent; 

Ralph & Avonell "Nell" Parker in the death 
of her father, Ireland Vance; 

Maurine in the death of her son-in
law, Winston Towry. 

SHANNON 
611 Marie Crook 
560 Myrl Mitchell 
523 James Moore (Mary Ann Pape's father) 
ICU Fred McNease 
6201 Jessica Thompson 

COMMUNITY 
ICU Flora Compere 
327 Nona Tatum (friend of Clarice Brown) 

Gene Smith, Cooperative Services Int'l - West Afnca 
William Tua, Puerto Rico 
Kurt Urbanek, Dominican Republic 
Wynema (Mrs. James) Westmoreland, South Africa 
Jerry (Mrs. Robert) Worley, Spain 
RETIRED: 
Bob Boatwright, Japan 
Charles Whaley, Jr., Japan 
Betty (Mrs. Louis) Demster, Idaho 
George Foster, Kansas 
Bill Hem, North Carolina 
Meredith Wyatt, Texas 

Glen Bland (Jim Clemons' cousin) 
Mary Alice Box 
Bill Bradford (Galen Bradford's brother) 
Reagan Burke 
Mamie Carter 
John Ellis 
Gary & Kellye Elrod & Eric 
Ruby Falk (Suzy Mear's mother) 
Rick Farris (Gary Farris' father) 
Charlene Gillett 
Amy, a friend of Michelle Gillett 
Delilah Hanberry (Ronnie & Liz Laughlin's sister-in-law) 
Marcia Hisey 
Greg Homer (David & Gloria Homer's son) 
Walter Johnson 
Carol McCoulskey (friend of Daryl & Diane Presley) 
Tim & Linda McKinney (Darolyn Moore's daughter & 

son-in-law) 
Vernon & Shirley McKinney 
Buddy & Patty Miller 
D. D. Moorehead 
Ken Morgan (friend of Jim & Karen Clemons) 
Anthony Morrison (friend of Sarah Kendrick) 
Pat O'Brien's sister 
Jana Pearce (Minnie Pearce's granddaughter) 
Personnel Committee in search for Staff Member 
Tammy Peterson (friend of Greg Horner) 
Leora Ragsdale's brother 
Regina (A friend of Patsy Rogers) 
Christopher Ryan (4-year-old with cancer) 
Mike & Mary Lou Sarabia 
Gladys Sherrill 
Anna Smith (friend of & Diane Presley) 
Evelyn Smith & son 
Gary Sturgill 
Lee Surber (Karen Surber's son) 
Martha Walker 
Terra Welch 
Tonie Welch 

24-HOUR PRAYER LINE 
Mother for daughter Tammy - has come 

home and is in Rivercrest · Thanks for prayers, 
please continue. 

Ethel - unspoken request for family 
Pat - lost her job 
Betty - high blood pressure & infection 
Terri - young woman with cancer 




