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Sunday Evening, 10 

happiness. After you have listened to 
the criticism and reaped all the good 
from it th at you can. let it get bur
ied beneath thoughts and deeds, no
bleness and helpfulness. 

Conclusion. In first letter 
to the Corinthians, he dealt with 
some of their problems. One of 
their problems was their division into 

parties and the resulting strife and 
c ritici sms. Some claimed loyalty to 
Apollos, some to Paul , etc. In chap
ter 4 (vv. 1-5) Paul talks about three 
judgments : that of one's fellowman, 
that of one's self, and the judgment 
of God. He says the first two are 
nothing to him. In the last analysis • 
the judgment, the opinion of God, 
is what counts. 

SUNDAY EVENING, AUGUST 10 

TITLE: "Things That Pass 
Away" 

TEXT: "Whether there be 
prophecies, they shall fail; wheth
er there be tongues, they shall 
cease; whether there be knowl
edge, it shall vanish away" ( 1 
Cor. 13:8). 

SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Corin
thians 13 (Weymouth or Good
speed). 

lntroduction . e live in a chang-
world. is a part o God's 

There is normal change that is 
exciting, exhilarating, and challeng
ing. But there has been swift and 
revolutionary change in the last thir
ty years that is bewildering and 
frightening. 

The 40s occupied with the 
10 t de in history. The 

whe n the vet
erans went back to college to pre

for careers. They were placid 
years of hard work and serious 
study. They were also the golden 
fears of growth and expansion for 
the church. Then came e ·ee th
ing e Vietna wa that 
divided and us. 
There was revolution and reaction. 

people sought to escape 
through the drug culture. Young 
people turned off the church and 
went out into the streets as part of 
the Jesus Movement. They had lit
tle reverence for the past and little 
hope for the future. 

e ckard in 
s ts c e ial 

ti o of 
a sol of ap
pliances, ther goods. The de

and production of planes, 
tanks, and guns assume that they 
wi ll be obsolete almost as soon as 
they come off the assembly line. 

has even been prophesied that 
the hurch as an institution would 
pass away. In the late 50s, only 14% 
believed that religion was losing its 
interest in ational life. By the close 
of the 60s, 70 % believe it. At a 
luncheon address in New York, be
fore the or Social Research, 
the speaker said, 'By the close of 
the twentieth century, religious be
lievers are likely to be fo only in 
small sects, huddled togethe to re
sist the world-wide secular cu ture." 

this happens, it need not have 

aul, in our text, tells us that 
of the spiritual ifts by 

the Corinthian Christians would 
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p ass away. He seems to be saying, 
ou e yourself on your more 

sensa tional gifts, and look down on 
your fellow-Chri stians who do not 
have those gifts. But the days of 
these gifts are numbered. They will 
pass away. But love will not pass 
away. When all the things in which 
men glory pass away, love will still 
abide." 

I. ass 
Spirit-filled preaching edifies the 
church. This gift is not so much 
"foretelling" as "forthtelling." This 
is inspired preaching that shows a 
deep insight into the purposes of 
God. It involves a wise reading into 
current events and a sane grasp of 
Biblical prophecy. This is prophetic 
preaching. It rebukes, exhorts, and 
guides. 

·11 pass 
whe m n longer eeds it. 
Preaching presupposes an imperfect 
world. Man is a sinner. He needs 
to be reconciled with God. The 
world needs to be changed. It is 
great to be a God-called 
Someone has said, "God had only 
one Son and He made Him a preach
er." What a gift is the gift of proph
ecy. But it isn't permanent. 

II . · Some Co
rinthian Christi ans practiced this gift 
which, Paul says, was unintelligible 
to most, and edified only the speak
er. Paul downgraded this gift, al
though members of the church put 
it first. The apostle sa id , " I · had 
rather speak five words with my 
understanding . . . than ten thousand 

in an unknown tongue." If this gif 
is for some, it is not for all. It i: 
not proof of a superior favoritisn 
with God . It is not for public dis 
play nor is it to be promoted witl 
evangelistic zeal. This passage 
us, you put this gift above lov1 
you are prizing a gift day 
are numbered. Love abides 

Ill. J.Y-
Some Corinthian Christians boaste1 
of superior knowledge. They fel 
that they had the last word. Bu 
there is no finality about knowledge 
The world's knowledge is ever 
panding. The more we learn th 
more we realize little we reall 
know and how much there is yet t 
learn. 

A wise man observed, " If yo 
were educated before World War l 
you are more akin to the nineteen! 
century than to the twentieth 
tury. And these last twenty-five yea1 
of this century will probably disco, 
er more knowledge than the prev 
ous I 00 years." 

Paul is not disparaging these 
gifts . But when they have serve 
their purpose, they will pass awa: 
Only love, God's love, remains. 

things ave 
a inner. 

still must pay the wages of his s 
- he must die. eeds a Savio 

is Jesus loves m 
this I know. Not just because ti 
Bible tells me so, but because 
heart tells me of His eternal 

othing separate us from ti 
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