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SPEAKING IN "TONGUES " 

Scripture: I Cor. 13:8-10 
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~ Intro : HISTORICAtLY THE TONGUES MOVEMENT HAS BEEN ASSO

CIATED WITH THE LOWER ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL LEVELS. BUT 
RECENTLY IT HAS MADE I TS DEBUT IN SOME CIRCLES OF PRESBY
TERIANS, EPISCQPALIANS, BAPTISTS, METHODI STS AND LUTHERANS. 

WHY HAS THIS STRANGE AND UNUSUAL PHENOMENO APPEARED 
SO SUDDENLY AMONG THESE GROUPS? 

WHAT SHOULD BE THE ATTITUDE OF BAPTISTS TOWARD THIS 
PRACTICE? AS PEOPLE WHO HAVE TRADITIONALLY LOOKa TO THE 
NEW TESTAMENT AS OUR RULE OF BELIEF AND PRACTICE, WHAT IS 
OUR ANSWER WHEN THE QUESTION OF TONGUES IS RAISED? 

WHATEVER THE ANSWER, IT MUST BE GROUNDED I N AN INTEL
LIGENT AND AN UNEMOTIONAL STUDY OF THE SCRIPTURE. I N SUCH 
A STUDY WE SHALt DISCOVER NOT ONLY WHAT OUR POSITION SHOULD 
BE, BUT ALSO WHAT EVERY OTHER CHRISTIAN'S POSITION SHOULD BE. 

I. THE SCRIPTURES IN QUESTION - In the tongues movement 
--Jesus: nsearch the Scriptures " (John 5:39a). 
--John: "Beloved, believe not every spirit , but try the 

spirits whether they are of God. " (I John 4:la). 
1. At Pentecost 

--Acts 2: 1-11 {Re <l 2:1 -fr) The reason for such amaze
ment 

(1) Exegesis of Acts 2:6 -- lwtat is so tmusual about 
this speaking in nhis own language? " Look at 
vs. 7 (Read). They had not gone to school. They 
could speak no other language. They couldn ' t 
even speak their own language properly. But 
vs . 8 says (Read). Those speaking are Jews born 
outside of Palestine. They had returned for 
Pentecost, not knowing Hebrew, but speaking a 
foreign language. And now they hear their Gentile 
language spoken by simple Galileans. A partial . 
l ist of these languages is found in vss. 9-11:J ·-.A" 
(Thieme , p. 17) / 

(2) The evangelistic im lication 
--Note: The 1speaking in t ongues 11 in vs. 4 refers 
~ miracle of speaking and hearing in a 
coherent foreign language the gosple of Christ. 
It ' s a special miracle for a special occasion. 
It is noteworthy that it happened in Jerusalem , 
which was the center of Jewish exclusiveness. 
There were people at Pentecost from Europe, 
do~~ ~n~ Ar~i~~- The Christ i an movement was 
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being freed from Jewish National narrowness . .Z. 
The gospel was for all men! (Newport, p.l) 

(3) (The main emphasis--on preaching the story of 
-~ Christ, emphasizing Jesus ' death , resurrection 
/ and ability to save. (Acts 2:14-47LJ 

At Caesarea 
--Acts 10:44-47 
{(1) The purpose of the experience 

--vs. 45 (Read) This eXf1erience was God ' s s tamp of 
approval on the genuineness of the conversion of 
the Gentiles. Th i s occurred in t he home of 
Cornelius , a Roman Gentile in Caesarea. I t 
shows God ' s agproval of the convers ion of his 
family. 

(2) The pattern of this experience 
--Acts 11:17 11God gave them the LIKE GIFT ... t1 

Jus t exactly as God had given Peter and others 
the gift of speaking in foreign languages at 
Pentecost, so God gave Cornelius and his family 
this same identical gift. Not unintelligi ble 
utterings .!J 

- -Illus: W. A. Crisv1ell-- "Could it have been that 
in the household of the centurion there were 
soldiers, slaves , servants and government 
officials from many nations? Could it have been 
that in their superlative, heavenly ecstasy 
they reverted each to his mother tongue in 
praising God for salvation?" 

3. At Ephesus 
--Acts 19: 1-6 

(1) The purpose of this experience 
A. Divine . ~pproval 

- - J.P . N. : "The tongues of Acts 19 : 6 prove t he 
genuineness of the experience of the people at 
Ephesus. 11 - -a center of Greek and pagan culture. 
"Note that in Acts 8:14-17 a Jew is converted, 
but there is no tongues gift mentioned. God 
had already put his stamp of approval on the 
Jews at Pentecost. n (J.P .N. , p.2 ). 
B. Proclaimation of the gospel--Acts 19:6b 

"prophesied t1 = r: forth-tell 11 not "foretell " 
(2) The pattern of this experience 

--fYEGnr; 1 --Noye-: They had heard of Christ from John B. and 
__ , had believed on Him, but missed John B. 's 

message of the Trinity and failed to understand 
the doctrine of the H.S. They had been baptizec 
to show their ' r epentance " (vs. 4) but now they 
are baptized "in the name of the Lord Jesus, t1 
received the H.S. and as evidence snake in 
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foreign languages and used this gift in "tellil!f 
forth i: the gospel (vs. 6b) "prophesied. n 

4. At Corinth 
--I Cor. 12, 13 and i 4 

(1) An erroneous assumption 
--I Cor. 14 (DO NOT READ) 

r-:-R.B. Thieme, Jr.: nTongues means foreign lan
guages, never an unknown language. There is no 
such thing as an 'unknown language.' 300 years 
ago when the King James version was translated, 
tongues always meant a language and never 
referred to something which is simply ecstatic 
utterance. In I Cor. 14 the word ' unknown ' 
occurs 11 times, but it is in italics indicati~f 
that it was not in the original manuscripts, for 
it was merely an interpretation of the transla
tors ( and an erroneous one). " ( p. 15 )Hobbs agreei . 

~- NOTE : The H. S. stands by to help us in pray'er1 
when we are at a loss for words. Rom. 8:26 

/ "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth oulfl. infirmitie: 

/ 
... but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for 
us with groaning which CANNOT BE UTTERED. " 
These are 1unuttered 1 groanings 11--therefore 

' unspoken and unheard! 
(2) An irmnature church 

--NOTE: The Church at Corinth was t he most diffi
cult and ,mspiritual of all the churches to 
which Paul wrote. It was divided into warring 
factions. Members brought lawsuits a ainst one 
another that were fought out in the civil courts .• 
Open immorality was t olerated. Many of its mem
bers had real problems because they tended to 
fall back into some of their previous idolatrous 
practices. The tord's Sup er was conducted in a, 
disgraceful manner. Ther_e were some in the 
church who denied the reality of the bodily 
resurrection. This was the kind of church that 
placed such undue emphasis on SP,eaking in ton 
In this earn 1 church there ould be a great 
desire for th sensational. o t he believers 
here placed ~o~gues as t?e_h· hes! and most 
desirable of all the spir~ ua gifts. 

was the childish yearning for recognition 
hat was motivating man111 c;,f these weak Christian: 

to make so much of tongu~s~O ' My brothers, don ' t 
be like excitable children but use your intelli-
gence! By all means be innocent as babes as far 



as evil is concerned , but where your minds are 
concerned be full- grown men! " ( I Cor . 14: 20, 
Phillips ). Paul urged the Corinthians to grow 
more mature in t heir understanding . Little 
chiio.ren prefer t he spectacular, amusing, and 
s howey things, rather t han t hose that are of 
more intrinsic value.J In t heir emphasis upon 
ton gues over prophecy they were childishly 
naive and simpe/, like little children who 
prefer a brightly colored t oy to an expensive 
and useful instrument . When Paul told t hem 
they could practice tongues -speaking in privat7 ke was not recommending it as a devotional 
exercise for individual worshi12, »e knew that 
in private t hey would do very little of this. 

(3) A pagan influence 
CNoTE : The corinthians had a real problem in 
\ ~elation to pa ganism. In Corinth s tood a great 

temple erected to t he Greek goddess Aphrodite 
( Venus). The depraved worshi of this pagan 
diety included ecstatic speaking in tongues . 
Its possible that some elements of t his . frenziec 
t ype of speaking had seeped over into t he 
Corinthian church . The enuine gift of foreign 
tongues was als o present in t he church to some 
extent, but unfortunately some of the people , 
sincerely believing t hey were exercising t he 
genuine gift, were actually in a state of 
hysteria , reproducing that which was taking 
place nearby in a pagan temple. Since t hey 
were sincere , though wrong and acting completely 
under the sway of their emotions, Paul wanted to 
be very careful that he would not harm their 
weak, immature faith . 

The entire weight of Paul ' s whole discussion is c 
discouragement of the practice in their religiou~ 
gatherings, but it stopped short of a complete 
prohibition. Paul did not forbid the use of 
tongues in private , which he recognized could be 
an operation of t he Spirit (I Cor . 14:39) . 
But he restricted its exercise within the 
assembled congregation , and he demanded that it 
be interpreted ( I Cor . 14:27f)_j 

Paul tactfully showed them: 



V 

1. The gift of tongues is of less value than the 
other spiritual gifts. I 

2. Not all are given this gift . 
3. S eaking in tongues without interpretation is 

of absolutely no value in the worship service~ 
of a church. 

4. He then urged t hem to act more like adults 
than foolis h children. A recognition of 
these facts, coupled with proper Christian 
maturity, would bring about the elimination 
of the problems this church had with speaking 
in tongues. 

--ILLUS: 11 Dr. W. A. Criswell, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas, tells of a 
seminary graduate who had majored in Hebrew 
attending a tongues-meeting in California. He 
rose to his feet and guoted Psalm 1 in the 
Hebrew language and sat down. A man stood up , 
solemnly announced that God had given him the 
gift of interpretation, and proceeded to de
clare that this was a message dealing with 
women prophesying in church. After he had 
finished his speech, the seminarian then made 
known what he had done and pandemonium broke 
loose. It may, be that the man who inter~ ret ed 
was acting in sincerity. This simply indicates 
how far a person can go in self-deception. We 
certainly do not wish to give the impression 
that such people are deliberately seeking to 
deceive. 11 

(4) A faint praise 
--Dr. John Newport said, "Paul was a good 

psychologist in condemning tongues glossalalia 
by faint praise. 11 (Bapt. Std., Sept. 1 , 1971,p.14- } 

--NOTE: Evidently some in Corinth thought the 
H.S. not only gave the gift of 11other languages 11 

but also"rmintelligible languages. " Paul did not 
want to offend the spiritually weak. Neverthe
l ess, Pauls restrictions are prohibitive in 
nature in I Cor. 14: 
A. Unintelligible tongues lack lasting value 

since they do not build up the church 14:4. 
B. They are a source of confusion 14:23 . 
--I C~r. 14: 33 ''For God is not the author of 

confusion but of peace ... 11 

C. They are not the same as those of Isaiah's 
prophecy (Isa. 28:11). Isaiah's were 1 fore-ipn 

II. 



languages n and was fulfilled at Pentecost. t, 
Theirs were ecstat ic utterances t hat were 
unintelligible to anyone. 

D. Women were 2rohibited from practicing them. 
I Cor. 14:34-35. 

--Richard W. DeHaan: 1'If all 20th century 
Pentecostals would enforce t his rule ... it 
it would do a great deal to bring about the 
end of the movement. n ( Speaking in Tongues , 
p .28) 

--NOTE : ·I e Corinthian church took seriously 
Paul's estimate f ' tongues, ' placed the emphasii 
on the better gift , and carefully followed his 
regulations, we can be c tain that not only did 
their problems in connectio with tongues 
services come to an end, but the ole matter of 
speaking in tongues disappeared. 
letter to this church does not to ch upon the 
subject. It was no longer a problem. 'Tongues 
had ceased. ~ 

5. In Mark 16: 17b-18a 
r-- nin my name shall they cast out devils ; they shall 

speak wit h NEW TONGUES ..• they shall take up 
serpents. " 

--J . P .N.: Most conservative Bible scholars say ' that 
Mark 16:8 is the end of the genuine Gospel of Mark. 
The reference to tongues and the handling of snakes 
in Mark 16:17-18 is not found in the best manuscript~ 

~ 2-~ ) ~ LL t/3~ >-1-~-"l /J~ 
II. THE DOCTRINES IN ERROR - In the tongues movement 

--Eph. 4:14a , nBe no more children, tossed to and fro , and 
carTied about with every wind of doctrine. 11 J' Cot. IJ, 
1. Tongues is the halmark of the spiritually elete 

--NOTE : /The Corinthian Christians were probably, at 
the time of the writing of the Epistles to the 
Corinthians, the most carnal of all the believers 

j;, in the ancient world. Since they w_ere out of line 
in many ways, you will not be surprised to learn 
that they were out of line with the use of the gift 
of tongues . Some of the Corinthians who had the gif-t 
of tongues were suddenly overtaken by ego and tried 
to make something out of t his gift which the Bible 
does not warrant. They had erroneously concl uded 
that they were a special t ype of believer. It is 
not unusual for believers to want to be something J 
special in their own eyes, or in the eyes of others. · 
It is not tmusual for a believer to want to have an 
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experience which no one else has had, or to think 
that because he has had a certain experience, every
one else must have it too . (certainly this was a 
great temptation to those who legitimately spoke · 
in tongues in that first century . Thus in speaking 
to these Corinthians, Paul makes it very clear in 
Chapter 12, vs. 11 , that this is a spiritual ift 

,J5 1) . ( an that all spiritual gifts come t hrough grace, not 
0 \ c;-v.r. , eca1_1sE; of anythin~ which they had done or from 

J fie.. J.~ a gom.zrng or tarrying. God the Holy Spirit sover-
1"'1 ~ _j eignly bes tows all spiritual gifts.// i!But all these 
1 worketh that one and the self-same Spirit, dividing 

to every man individually as HE WILL"--as the Holy 
Spirit wills. (Thieme, P. 22) 

-- ILLUS: One, who did not have the g,ift of tongues, 
we shall call Brother Foot (vs ~:15) . ] would say 
that Brother Foot probably had t he gift of nhelps. " 
Every believer has at least one spiritual gift. 
The gift of helps is usually a quiet, behind-the
scenes gift. The other, whom we shall call Brother 
Hand, had the gift of tongues . Now Brother Hand 
had become quite proud of some of t he spectacular 
aspects of his spiritual gift, and this, combined 
with the fact that he was out of fellowship created 
a problem. 

Vs fJ: 15: J If the foot shall say, Because I am 
not t he hand I am not of t he body ; is it therefore 
not of t he body? " Brother Foot does not have a 
spectacular gift like Brother Hand. Evidently 
Brother Hand ot hold of Brother Foot one day and 
said, "Now look here, unless you can speak in 
tongues as I do you are not spiritual. Further
more, not only are you without spirituality , you 
are possibl y not even saved. Therefore, if ou do 
not speak in tongues , you just do not belong . " In 
great distress Brother Foot tries to become a hand; 
he goes in t he closet and agonizes , but he still 
comes out a foot. Then he lives on birdseed and 
and contemplates infinity, but he still rema ins a 
foot. He responds to an invitation to go down and 
get the second blessing, but he continues to be a 
foot. You see no matter what he does, he is still 
a foot, because that is the gift the HotY Spirit 
gave him and it cannot be changed by anythi~g he 
does. The gifts of the S irit are irreversible. 

Unforttmately, because he does not know doctrine, 
Brother Foot concludes that he is not a member of 
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of t he body . He says, I don ' t belong. I can ' t do 
t his t hing . I've tried every system of self-hypnosis 
I ' ve sung ' Do Lord ' over and over ; I ' ve tilted back 
my head and tried to 'swallow t he Spirit ,' but I ' m 
still a foot. 11 Once a oot, always a foot ; once a 
hand , always a hand. Consequently , he asks the 
question: What is my s tatus? Arn I really saved 
or not? Can I ever be spiritual if I do not speak 
in tongues ? '' The assage continues (paraphrased): 
"Look, we have different spiritual gifts. Your 
spiritual gift , Brother Foot , is helps. Brother 
Hand ' s gift is tongues , and t hey were both sover
eignly bes towed by the Holy Spirit. They have 
nothing to do with spiritual life , except t hat t he 
gi ft operates successfully when you <¥'e filled wit h 
t he Holy spirit. n In fact, in versJ~ 28 where the 
spiritual gifts are listed in order of merit, t he 
last one in t he list is tongues. The highest of 
all the gifts was apostleshi p , next prophecy (both 
of t hese gifts are gone today ) ; thirdly, teachers 
(literally , t he gift of pastor-teacher) ; afte that 
miracles ; then gifts of healings , helps, governments 
and diversities of tongues. Now notice, Brother 
Foot with t he gift of helps is actually higher on 
t he list t han Brother Hand with t he gift of t ongues. 
Tongues is the lowest of all. (Thieme, p . 22-24). 

2 . Tongues is a sign of receiving the Holy Spirit 
--NOTE : [There are more than !00 groups in America 

which teach t hat speaking in tongues is a sign of 
having received t he Holy Spirit. The Book of Acts 
does not support t he contention of those who say 
t he gift of tongues i s a nsign n t hat one has received 
t he Holy Spirit. Excluding the three occasions 
mentioned i n Acts 2, 19 and 9 , in all t he accounts 
of conversion to Christ in Acts (and at least 20 
specific instances are recorded, including t he 
conversion of individuals and large groups of 
people), not one word is said about anyone receiving 
t he gift of tongues! 
To insist that speaking in tongues is a necessary 
proof t hat one has been baptized into t he Spirit is 
to overlook t he clear statement of I Cor. 12:13: 
r: By one Spirit we were all baptized into one body. " 
Since only some of ~hn Corinthian Christians 
exercised 11glossaLaJt'1 ( I Cor. 12: 8-10), yet all of 
t hem , as Paul specifically states, had been bap
tized by one Spirit, it is unwarranted to teach 

? 
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that speaking in tongues is an indispensable signr of 
having received the Spirit_) 

3. The l ack of tongues is a sign of having lost the 
Holy Spirit 

pohn 3: 6b, 11That which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 11 i.e. Security of believer. 

- -NOTE : E. Stanl Jones, the famed advocate of the 
"deeper life, 11 is convinced of his abiding experience 
of the Holy Spirit but denies that tongues are a 
normal part of that experience. In some Pentecost al 
groups when a person reaches the place where he can 
no longer speak in tongues, it is taken as an 
indication that he has lost the Spiru;.J 

4. Speaking in tongues is to be sought 
- -NOTE : The believer does not choose the gift he 

receives, nor does every believer receive the same 
gift. 

--Rom 12 · 6a , "Having then gifts differing according 
to the grace that is GIVEN TO US " (not "chosen by us') 

- -ItLUS : Some Christians may become "gift seekers tr 
only, seeking the 1' jag 11 or emotional experience 
without paying the price or counting the cost of 
full religious commitment. The most unattractive 
aspect of the tongue-speaking movement is the 
spiritual pride and arrogance which is found among 
many who practice it. 

- -ILLUS : In other words, some Pentecostals try to push 
religious experience into a set pattern. 

It is reported that the Full Gospel Business en ' s 
fellowship even uses public relation techniques to 
advance the pattern. In some circles the ift of 
tongues is not only taught, but it is often induced. 
A group will gather about a seeker and lay hands 
on his head, and the seeker will be urged to use 
some foreign words he knows to start the flow. Or 
the seeker will be instructed to hold his jaw loose I 
and to let his tongue be limp. Or he will be asked 
to repeat the name of Jesus over and over and urged 
to go faster and faster tmtil he begins to stammer. 
; Now you are getting it. " the group will tell the 
seeker. (Eternity Mag., July, 1963, p.16) I 

5. Full salvation is incomplete without it. 
-- NOTE : The idea of a "second blessing" or 11second 

work of grace " teaches this. It is not a matter 
of how much of the Holy Spirit you have, but how 
much of you the Holy Spirit has. 

,, 
I 
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THE NEEDS IN EXPLANATION - of the tongues movement 

1. The Need of Sound Indoctrination · 

I 

2. 

--Titus 2: 1 , "Speak t hou the things which beoom@ 
sound doctrine. " 

--NOTE:- There is no bona fide ift of tongues in our 
day. Then wh do people who are born again accept 
it? Because the have failed to learn doctrine, and 
when any believer does not know his doctrine he 
always reverts to a system of rationalism, ritualism 
or emotionalism , which is just as Satanic as any 
system of modernism. 

Emotionalism has a great a peal today, possibly 
as a reaction against the ritualism of the last 
generation; 

Beware that you are not led around by your own 
emotions. Beware that our desire for a great 
emotional experience does not lead you into false 
doctrine . The attempt to have an ecstatic experience 
or the so-called second blessing, is nothing more 
or less than ignoriace of the Word of God. 

e eed of Warmth and Freedom in Worship f1' ~,tJ-. 

--l.ote: President James McCord of Princeton Theologica 
Seminary , Princeton, J.J . , says that the current 
Pentecostal movement may be God's judgement on the 
more normative chur ches for our coldness and 
formality. A Yale religious worker thinks it is a 
rebellion against over-intellectualized and over
organized Christianity. When religiQp is alive 
it leads the individual to vital contact with the 
Holy Spirit , the creative center of spirituality. 

--Apply : There must be an air of freedom openness 
and warmth in our services. This does not rule out 
order and dignity and reverence . 

3. The Need of Soiritual Strength to Face Honestly 
t he Demands of God ' s Will 

--KOTV: President McCord of Princeton Theological 
Seminary asks, "Could this concern for tongues be 
a way to detour around God ' s will which usually 
involves sacrificial and specific tasks? " Is it 
not true that a constant effort to work up to a 
1 free-wheeling ," ecstatic experience can be habit
forming and become an end in itself? These self
centered experiences can be used to bypass the 
struggles which are a part of Christian growth. 

--James 1: 22 i;But be ye DOERS of the word, and not 
hearers only , deceiving your own selves . " 
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IV. THE ANSWERS IN RESEONSE--To he Tongues Movement 

--We are Baptists: .and there is no place in our articles 
of Faith,-- our h istoric tradition our doctrines or our 
i nterpretation of t he Bib le for the doctrine of speaking 
in ecstatic tongues. Basically it is a matter of honesty 
i.e . Baptism in Methodist Church. 
1. There is no evidence tha tongues continued after 

A12ostolic Times 
--I Cor. 13 : 8a 11 Charity (love) never f aileth: but 

whether t here be prophecies, t hey shall fail ; 
whet her t here be TONGUES, THEY SHALL CEASE ; 
whether t here be knowledge i t shall pass away . 11 

--W.E. VINE in An Expository Dictionary of N. T. 
Words defines the word I tongue '' as 11t he supernatural 
gift of speaking in another language without its 
having been learned. 11 Then he states , 'There is 
no evidence of t he continuance of t his gift af ter 
Apostolic times nor indeed in the later times of 
t he Apostles t hemselves; this provides confirmation 
of t he fulfi llment in t hi s way of I Cor. 13:8, t hat 
t his gift would cease in t he churches, just as would 
"prophecies ·1 and nknowledge II i n t he sense of know
ledge received by irrnnediate supernatural powerJ 
The completion of the Holy Scriptures has provided 
t he church with all t hat is necessary for individual 
and collective guidance , instruction and edification ~" 

--Dr. R.B . Theime, Jr. holds th~s same positi on. 
V - - Dr. H. H. Hobbs states Therefore , it appears t hat 

'tongues ' was t he ability for one to speak languages 
other t han his own to enable t he gospel to be 
preached quickl y t o all people. It was temporary 
gift , not one of t he greates t (14: 5 ) , which would 
fulfil i ts f unct i on and pass away (I Cor. 13:8). 
The same ability today is derived t hrough language 
study . n ( What Baptists Believe , p. 52 ) 

2 . There Are D angers Inherent in the Current Tongues 
Movement 
(1) Thi s practice is often divisive rather than 

unifying . 
(2) It obscures the Gospel, t herefore distracts 

t he unbeliever from findin g Christ as Saviour. 
(3) It leads to alse doctrine , emotional and 

spiritual instability and retards Christian 
growth . 

(4) It turns a Christian ' s interest inward to self 
rather t han outward to others and t hus hinders 
N.T. personal soul-winning . 



3. There Is Too Little About Tongues in the N.T. To 
Make It a Christian Doctrine. 

/2-

(1) Only one of Pauls 14 epistles mentions tongues 
(2 ) No other epistle (than I Cor.) by any of the 

other wr i ters even mention it, t hough much i s 
mentioned about the gifts of t he Holy Spirit. 

( 3) 1·"A study of Paul ' s letters reveals that 
'glossa i s' in e i ther form i s not mentioned i n 
his letters pr eceding t he First Corint hian 
letter. Not one word in the t wo Thessalonian 
letters. And especially i s the absence of 
'gloss ais ' noticed in the Galat i an l etter , wher e 
Paul does talk of t he ' fruits ' of t he Spirit 
(Gal.5). The same can be said of t he letters 
following the First Corinthian l etter. Paul 

/ does not mention ' gloss ais ' in the Second 
Corinthian letter , nor does he ..• in his Ephesian 
letter. 

"Also in his Roman letter , which was written 
from Cori nth, Paul emphasized spiritual gifts 
within t he church, and 'glossais ' i s not among 
t hem ( Rom. 12: 6-_8 '!.:) What kind of ' glossais ' 
was Paul referring to as a ' spiritual gift ' at 
Corinth? ( I Cor. 14). One that he never speaks 
to t hem about after his first letter. A ift 
that he refuses to r econnnend to any other of 
t he churches to whom he wr i tes. A 'glossais ', 
so far as Paul ' s writtings are concerned, 
t hat begin and end at Corinth. " 

4. There Are Several Significant Lacks of Reference to 
Tongues 1 

(1) In Acts 6:1-7 seven deacons were to be appointed 
who were ''full of the H. s. " But there is no 
indication that any of them s poke in tongues. 

(2 ) In Acts 11:24 Barnabas is described as a 
r ighteous man , and full of the Holy Spirit and of 
fait h . 11 Yet t here i s not t he slightest hint 
he spoke in tongues . 

(3) In spite of the clear indication that Paul could 
speak in tongues there is no record of a single 
instance of hi s use of t hi s gift. 

(4) In Paul s list of qualifications for bishops and 
elders (pastors) (I Tim. 3:1-13 , Titus 1:5-9 ) he 
does not ment i on t ongues one time. It i s not 
necessary for leadershi p . 

( 5 ) There is not the slightest hint in Scr.i,pture 
that Jesus Chr.i st , to whom the Spirit was given 
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{ without measure (John 3:34), eveR spoke in 
tongues. N~ do we find in Christ's teachings 
concerning the Holy Spirit any word about the 
gift of tongues. 

5. There Is a eal Need to Rediscove~ the Resource of 
tbe Holy Spirit 

--Bill Graham: " believe the time has come t o give 
the Holy Spirit his rightful place in our churches . 

e need to learn once again what it means to be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit . " ( "Filled With the 
Holy Spirit 11 , etc.) 

--cTohn Newport: 'We need the excitement, the joy and 
the vigor of the Spirit's presence . 11 

--James I . McCord, resident o rinceton Seminary: 
' Ours must become the age of the Spirit of God 
active in the world, shaking and shatterin~ all 
our forms and structures, and bringing forth 
responses consonant with the gospel and the world's 
needs. 11 

- -NOTE : This rediscovery hecomes ours through the 
"Spirit-Filled Life." Death to self and turning 
all over to Christ. ' Christ in you t he hope of 
glory . ''! (We shall consider the"Spirit-filled life 
and how to obtain it " in our next sermon) 

TONGUES 

Mine is not the ngift of tongue" 
Nor heavenly songs that angels sd.ng ; 

Rather God has given to me 
A heart that loves and eyes that see. 

And with this heart and thru these eyes 
I see a world that daily dies--

A world that desperately needs to know 
That there's a God who loves it so. 

In simple words MY tongue will say, 
"Christ still loves and saves today!" 

JRM 



SPEAKING IN "TONGUES" 

USED: "Speaking in 'Tongues ' - The Scriptures in Question " 
FBC, San A?,gelo, Texas, 4-30-72 a.m. 

nspeaking in 'Tongues ' - The . Doctrines in Error" 
FBC, San Angelo, Texas, 4-30-72 p.m. 

nReasons for and Answers to the Tongues Movement n 

FBC, San Angelo, Texas, 5-7~72 a.m. 
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t hat s peaki ng in tongues i s an indispensable sign1of 
havi ng rece ived t he Spirit-.:J · 

3. he·· lack" 0£ .. ;tongµe-s-·~±s ~ "='s i-gw.'-of·rhaving...,"'.l"O~l're 
j!ol y Spirit~ 

r--John 3: 6b, ;1That which i s born of the Spirit is 
s pirit . 11 i.e . Security of believer. 

- ~~OTE~ E. Stanley .Jones, the famed advocat e of th~ 
°de-eper l ife, I ! is Convince d Of his abiding experience 
of the Holy Spirit but denies that tongues are a 
nor mal part of that experience. _In s ome Pentecostal 
groups when a person reaches t he place where he can 
no longer speak i n tongues , it is taken as an 
i ndicat i on t hat he has los t t he SpiriJ;.J 

4 . · Speaking in tongues- is to be sought ~ 
-~~9_:r~: ~~e. bel iever ·does not choose t he gift he 

r eceive~ , nor does every believer receive t he same 
gift . 

- - Rom 12 : 6a, 1'Having then gifts differing according_ 
t o t he grace that is GIVEN TO usn (not '1chosen by us' 

- - fLLUS: Some Christians may become ngift seekers !! 
only~ seeking t he !tj ag 1• or emotional exper ience 
without paying t he pr ice or counting t he cos t of 
full r eligious commitment. -The most tmattract ive 
aspect of t he t ongue - speaking movement i s t he 
s piri tual pride and arr ogance which is found among 
many who practice i t . 

· - ILLUS : ot tee ~ ls J:,~ 
atte~ 

a ia 1°e}:)e; b~t hat t he Full Gospe l Bus i ness Men's 
Fellowship even uses oublic r elation t e chniques t o 
advance t he pattern. In some circles t he gift of 
t ongues is not only t aught , but it is often induced . 

~ A group will gather about a seeker and lay hands 
on his head, and t he seeker wi l l be urged to use 
s ome foreign words he knows to start t he flow. -or -,. 
the seeker 0 will be i nstructed to hold his jaw loose 
and to let his tongue be limp . Or · he will be askedt 
to r epeat t he nam~· .of J esus over and over and urged 
to go f aster and faste r until he begi ns to stammer. 
"Now you are, gett ing i t. it the group will tell the 
seeker . (~tern H y Mag . , July, 196 3, p .16 ~ , . 

' I 

5 . .., full sc.lvation is incomnlet e wit hout it . ; .. ' . 
_--:._ NOTE·: .The idea of a "s~cond blessiu gtt or 11 second 

work-of grace 11 teaches this. It. is not,.a ' mat teN 
of how much of t he Holy Spirit you have, but how 
much of you the Holy Spirit has. 

i .' 

-- /·---- - -,, 
I , • -. 
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III. ~HE .:, NEEDS IN EXPLANATION ·"- of · the -tongues-. movem~n1!,_. <;: 
1. The· Need of Sound . Indoctrination .(fl <--· 

~ itus 2:1, "Speak thou the things which become 
J ~otmd doctrine. 11 

- -'NOTE-:- 1'here is no1 bona"' fide gift -of tongues. d n -·o'ln' 

day. Jhen why do- people · who are ··born again accept 
it? Because · they have failed to learn doctrine, and 
when any believ~r does not know his doctrine he 
always reverts to a system of rationalism, ritualis 
or emotional ism, whi ch is just as Butuic as any 
system of modernism J ~ 

.Emotiona.l,i;3m~ has a _·great ;appeal today, possibly 
as a r eaction against the ritualism of the last 
generation ; 

,.Beware that y ou are not led around by your own 
emotions. Beware · that your desire , fo.r' a great 
emotional experience does not l ead you into false 
doctrine . The( a-ttempt ·to -have- an ·e-cstatic experien 
or the so-called second blessing, is nothing more 
or less than ignoriace of the Word of God. c . ~ _ 

2. -The Need· of Warmth· and· Freedom in -Worship ~,,..,j'-J-A' ~ 
~ o~_~ : Pr esident James- McCord of Princeton ,, Theo-logj.i 
\ Seminary, Prin c eton ,N. J. , says t hat the current 

Pentecostal movement may be God's judgement on the 
more normative churches for our coldness and 
formality. A Yale religious worker· tnirtks i t---urs:w 
rebellion against over-inte llectualized and over
organized Christianit~ :.When ·religion is_- alive; 
it l eads the individ~ l to vital contact with the 
Holy Spirit, the ere ive c enter of spirituality. 

--~pp_ly: ~ ere ·must:- be ' n air of freedom'f- 'Opennes.s,, 
and wat'mth in ou"'." services. ,This -does --mYlt· I'Ul'EI'~ 
order and dignity and reverenc!;.1 

3. The N ed of Sp1.· itual Strength ·to Face··-Honestl)t 
,.t he Demands of God I s Will , 

-~NOT~: reside t McCord of Princeton •Theologica1 
Seminary asks 1 11 Could this concern for tongues be 
a way t o etour around God's will which usually 
involves s\ crificial and specific tasks? 11 '".IS'"'- i ~ 
ot true th.a t a constant effort to ~,ork up to a 

I.free -wheeling , 11 e cstatic experience can be habit
forming and b come an end in itself? -1.fbeSc s~ 

f.t_centered exper:i: nces --can be used to bypass the 
s trugglesiich re a part of Christian growth. 

--"JPTT)..~~ -J .;_2 ::But b ye DOERS of the word, and not 
hearers r y, deceiving your own selves." --



GLOSSOLALIA : 

SPEAKING 

IN 

TONGUES 

By 

T. Hollis Epton 



"And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance" (Acts 2: 4). 

Today many tongues are speaking on s peak
ing in tongues. The word "glossolalia" is 
derived from t wo Greek words, "glossa" 
(tongue) and "lalia" ( s peaking), thus it means 
speaking in tongues. It i s commonly known as 
speaking in the unknown tongue as a result of a 
special visitation of the Holy Spirit . 

THE ACCENT 

There is an accent today on the Holy Spirit 
and speaking in tongues. 

Among our own Southern Baptist people there 
is an accent in some quarters on the practice of 
speaking in tongues. In the decade of the 50' s 
we stressed organization. With a catchy slogan 
of "A Million More in '54" we organized new 
units. We added 600,000 to our Sunday School 
rolls and reaped a bumper crop of baptisms. 
All of us said this is the way to do it. The 
decade of the 60 1s was a decade of manipulation. 
We changed everything on the denominational 
checkerboard. We reviewed, retreated, re
organized, reoriented, renamed, restructured, 
rewrote and did everything except revive the 
vitality for which we longed. We learned, "It is 
not by organization, nor by manipulation, but by 
my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts" (Zachariah 
4: 6, Free translation). We came into the 70' s 
frustrated by our failures and knowing it would 
take more than ourselves to turn the tide. The 
decade of the 70' s has been labeled the decade 
of the Holy Spirit. I welcome the emphasis and 
focus. With an accent on the Holy Spirit (it did 
not just start on January 1, 1970) there has 
come also the outbreak of the "unknown tongue" 
speaking which has always been associated with 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Some of our 
churches have been divided, the preachers have 
been fired, and general havoc has been left in 
the path of this movement. 

Our church sponsored two new churches in 
Ohio. We put several thousands of dollars in 
each. One of the pastors became terribly "spir
itual, 11 practiced speaking in tongues, split his 



church, and organized another "spiritual" 
church; it died, and he has quit the ministry. 
The other situation has a pastor who keeps his 
feet on the ground, stays with the New Testa
ment, and continues to build a fine new church. 
The only languages he knows are the languages 
of prayer and plain English. 

But this accent has become worldwide and 
has jumped across aenominational, geographi
cal and cultural lines. We have been reminded 
that "speaking in tongues broke forth among 
the decorous, sophisticated, highly educated 
Episcopalians , then the Lutherans , Presbyter
ians, Greek Orthodox and into more than forty 
denominations." In Southern California alone 
2,000 Episcopalians have been reported speak
ing in tongues. It is said that more than 600 
members of Hollywood's First Presbyterian 
Church have claimed they had the gift. The 
entire staff of a sedate church in the northeast 
claim the special gift. In a Baptist Church in 
New Jersey, 85')b of the members claim the 
special gift. 

The accent ha s come, not only in churches, 
but on campuses. Students at Princeton, Yale, 
Harvard, U • C • L.A. , Stanford and Wheaton have 
had prayer meetings seeking the gift of tongues J 

Some of this new accent has come from 
good, sincere persons who have not found emo
tional involvement in their Christian groups and 
have sought the gift in the despair of personal 
failure. They have a desire to have it if, as the 
song says, "There's more, s o much more." If 
there is any more, they want it and they seek it. 
Their yearning is laudable and their ambition is 
not to be ridiculed. 

But our concern is not so much for the prev
alence and explanation of it, so much as it is 
for what the Bible teaches about it. We have 
said that the Bible is our rule of faith and prac
tice. It is. Since it is, our safest ground is to 
find out what the Bible teaches about speaking in 
tongues. 

THE BIBLE 

1. It happened. To deny it is to deny the 



Biblical record. The nature and quality 
of the special gift will be discussed later, 
but for now let us admit honestly that 
"they spake in other tongues as the Spirit 
gave them utterance" (Acts 2: 4). 

2. It happened in conjunction with the great 
movement of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4). 

3. It was an exciting language of communi
cation to others, and not unintelligent 
babble (Acts 4 : 4-11). Everyone "heard" 
in his own language. If we start with the 
ear instead of the tongue, we immediately 
get a better understanding of the miracle 
of speaking in tongues. 

4. The word "tongue" is used 59 times in 
the New Testament. Clearly 55 of these 
times the word is "glossa" (language ). 
The other four times mean "another lan
guage". An example is in John 5: 2, 
"which is called in the Hebrew tongue •• • " 

5. It was a glorious and wonderful result of 
the visit of God and it was used of God. 

6. It served a unique and holy purpose. It 
was for the instant publication of the 
gospel to representatives of the people of 
the world, people who spoke and heard in 
their own languages. It was for instant 
evangelization of the unbelievers, not to 
benefit the Christians (I Cor. 14:22). 

7. It came to an end. In I Corinthians 12 
there are the tongues. In I Corinthians 
14 there is much about tongues. In be
tween, in I Corinthians 13 , there is the 
prophecy "whether there be tongues , they 
shall cease" (I Cor. 13: 8). 

8. In I Corinthians 14 the word "unknown" 
is in italics. In our English that means 
it is emphasized. In King James English 
(in the Bible) it always means the oppo
site: it means that the word was not in 
the original but was supplied to complete 
an English sentence. 

9. There developed great confusion and 



divis ion over the practice (I Cor . 14 ) . 

10. There are clear Biblical instructions 
about the use of tongues. Freedom of 
s peech i s Biblical, but ins truction in what 
we s ay and how we say it is also Biblical 
(I Corinthia ns 14:18-40). Don't over 
look verse 40. 

THE CONCLUSIONS 

1. Wha tever it was , it was not for every
body, so do not feel the r e is s omething 
wrong with you i f you don't have ambition 
for it, or guilty if you do not have pos
session of it . 

2 . The Galilaean disciples and the lis teners 
(Parthians , Medes, Elamites, Me sopo
t amians, the people of Cappadocia, 
Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, 
Libya, Cyrene, Rome, Crete, Arabia a nd 
other Jews) were enabled to speak a nd to 
hear in the l angu age of these in a 
m iracle of co mmunication . 

A modern illustration is the circle of the 
Security Council of United Nat ions . A 
representative addresses the whole 
group in his particular langua ge . The 
delegates hear in their own languages. 
This is effected by electronic equip ment 
and by translators. If this i s possible 
today, how much more was it possible a t 
Pentecost when the Holy Spi r it presided 
in the hearts of men. 

3. There is no such thing a s a s "unknown 
tongue. " If i t i s unknown, it is not a 
tongue (or language). If it i s a tongue 
(or language) it is not unknown. 

4 . The New Testament people who were 
filled with the Holy Spirit s20ke in under
s tandable l anguages . 
(1) Peter (Acts 4 : 8-12) 
(2) Peter and John ( Ac ts 4:31) 
(3) Stephen (Acts 7:55,56) 
( 4 ) Paul (Acts 9: 17-20) 
(5) Barnabas (Acts 11:24) 
( 6 ) All the disciples (Act s 13: 52, 14: 1) 
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5. ~ en Paul said, " I thank God I spe a k with 
tongues more than you all" (I Corinthians 
14: 18) he meant one of two things , or 
both: that the miracle touch was yet upon 
him, enabling him to r epeat Pentecos tal 
communications , or that his knowle dge 
and missionary travels had enabled him 
to speak to more different nationalities 
than any of the Corinthians could do. In 
either or both, he understood what he 
said and the people who heard him undeJ:>
stood what he sai.2:J 

6. Use of the "unknown tongue " was an 
inferior prac tice (I Corinthians 14: 1-4 ). 

7 • Speaking in t he known tongue was far 
superior (I Corinthians 14:4,26b). 

8. In public worship t here were sharp limi
tations which are not generally followed 
by tongue speaking groups today (I Cor
inthians 14: 23-40) • 

9 . The tongue speakers I have known across 
39 years of ministry have been denomi
national dropouts, domestic problems, 
vocational misfits or emotional unfortu
nates. 

I/ 10 . The greatest single argument against 
"spea king in the unknown tongue" is 
Jesus Christ . 
( 1) Jes us was born of the Spirit (Luke 

1: 35). 
(2) Jesus was filled with the Spirit 

(Luke 4:1). 
(3) Jesus was baptized of the Spirit 

(Luke 1 : 22). 
( 4) Jesus baptized with the Spirit ( Mat

thew 3:11, Mark 1:8, J,uke 3:16, 
John 1:33). , 

In all of thes e HE NEVER SPOKE IN AN 
"UNKNOWN TONGUE" NOR EVEN SUGGESTED 
THAT THOSE BLESSED BY HIS EXPERIENCE OR 
TEACHINGS SHOULD DO SO. 

Jesus was more nearly a product of the Holy 
Spirit, more nearly identified with the Holy. 
Spirit, exhibited more of the presence of the 



Holy Spirit, was better acquainted with the Holy 
Spirit and talked more about the Holy Spirit 
than any other individual the world has known, 
yet he never spoke incoherently nor recom
mended "tongues." The common people heard 
him gladly because they understood him 
clearly. 

With parts of the Bible in m ore than 1, 100 
languages and dia lect s today , we don 't need a 
r epetition of the Pentecos t miracle, so far as 
speaking in tongues is concerned. 

Inste ad of s eeking the s o called "unknown 
tongue " we had better use the se known tongues 
we have . 

"Let the redeemed of the Lord say so" 
(Psalm 107: 2). 

"I had rather speak five words with my 
unders tanding, that by my voice I might teach 
others also, than ten thousand words in an 
'unknown tongue' " (I Cor . 14:19 ) . Unless I 
have math failure, that figures out to a ratio of 
1 : 2,000; one understandable word worth more 
than 2,000 words in an "unknown t ongue." These 
Biblical odds are convincing enough to me that 
I' m going to play the game by the statistics. I 
want to speak my word in a way that people can 
understand my word, and in response follow the 
real Word, whose very coming m ade Him 
KNOWN. 

10ifford Ingle, "What About the New Pen
tKostalism7," 811 ptist and R..fl,:ctor (Nov. 
10, 1966), p. 3. 
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