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WHAT ARE THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT? 
1 Corinthians 12 

to be uninformed concerning spiritual gifts .. That statement is as relevant 
to the church today as it was to the church of Paul's day, for there is no element in the church's life 
about which there is as much confusion as there is about .spiritual gifts. New denominations have 
been started. Associations of churches have been rent with dissension. Old churches have been 
divided. Individual Christians have been frustrated. God's work has been thwarted. All because of 
confusion about spiritual gifts. 

Do I have a spiritual gift? Where do the 
gifts come from? Why do we have gifts? How 
do we discover them? These are questions 
that need Paul's discussion in the 
.twelfth chapter of 1 Corinthians we have 
some help. 

What does about 
spiritual gifts? I- I 

The Distribution of the Gifts 

spiritual maturity, and given to every believer. 
Ibat and self-

( .. .JJ.ih: in the body of Christ for it means that 
every single Christian is important. Don't , 
me you don't have a gift. The Bible says o 
do. Don't crawl back into some come and 
pout and say there is nothing you can do for 
God's kingdom. The Bible says there is. The 
gifts of the Spirit are distributed to every 
member of the Body of Christ. 

Do you know what that means? It means 
God use kinds io His work· the well 

like Elton and the poorly 
educated like John · 
Billy Graham and the single like Phillips 
Brook,' those with m · 
like Bill Glass an those with 1gured 
bodies like George Whitfield who was so 
cross-eyed that whenever he looked at a 
congregation and said, 11 od · ealing with 
the man I am at right now," two 
people always came under conviction. He can 
use ubli like Charles Colson and 
the o ure figure like the unnamed preacher 
who won Charles Spurgeon to the Lord. 
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God can use ea of us in His work 
because: He has iven o each of us a 
charismata--a He has osen or each of 

which to use that gift; and He 
has ide a power by which that ministry 
can be carried out. The gifts of the Spirit are 
distributed to every believer. 

The Diversity of the Gifts 

The Demand of the Gifts 

To each is distributed a gift. But why? For 
what purpose? The Bible clearly implies that 
the presence of these gifts in our lives is not 
an adornment for private be 1t 

I 
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announcement of certain achievement, not an 
award to distinguish God's elite, but an 
anointment for service. 

ter: it like this: each 
received gift, employ 
The presence of these gifts in our lives is 

not a but an obligatio 
given to us for a certain purpose. 

We are to use these 
growth in the church.;,. 

Look at se "To each is given a 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit for the 
common good." 

In in the context of a 
discussion of these gifts, Paul added, " 
to excel io 

we are to use these to 
within the 

Look at 2 Paul declared we 
are given these gifts to use so that there may 
be no discord in the body and that the 

the 

We are to use these to 
ministry of the church. 

This idea which is implied in the confusing 
passage in 1 Corinthians 14:20-25 is clearly 
stated in E where Paul 
stated, .. .fo the 
e ui ment the saints r. ork of the 

.... " God gave us the charismata for a 
reason. 

When we use our gift to call attention to 
ourselves instead of to call attention to 
Lord Christ, we are misusing our gift. 't'().,w( 

When we use our gift in such a way that 
fellowship is of 
strengthened, we are our 

When we use our gift in such a way that 
other Christians are put down, instead of built 
up, we are misusing our gift. 

If we simply neglect our gift, allowing it to 
atrophy through inattention, we are also 
misusing our gift. 

We are given gifts of grace to be used for 
the , of the church, for the 
strengthening of the fellowship, for the 
effective of a lost world. 
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The Discovery of the Gifts 

Everything I have said thus far is merely 
delightful discussion unless we take it a step 
further and consider the discovery of our 
spiritual gift. If the Spirit has endowed each of 
us with a gift, and if our gift is vital to the 
healthy working of the body of Christ, then it 
is extremely important that everyone of us 
discovers what our gift is. How can we do it? 

are several steps that will help us to 
discover our spiritual 
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discovering our gift. Ask God to show you 
what your gifts are. 

The fifth step is One of • 
most marvelous results of Christian fellowship 
is that someone else often sees something in 
us that we do not see ourselves. Jones 1 

used to call this "finding the life cue." In 
association with others very often they will 
find a life cue in our lives and draw it out, and 
in so doinq helps us to find our gift. 

step is Some people are 
caught up in the 

gifts. 
The first step is 

Many 
people never discover 

v 1 gift because they do 
not believe they have 
one. Therefore they 

God has distributed a rich diversity of gifts 
throughout the church. He given these 
gifts to build up the church, to produce 
fellowship, and to extend the witness of 
Christ. 

paralysis of analysis. 
That is, they are so 
caught up in 
discovering their gift 
that they never do 

never look for it. According to the Bible, every 
Christian has at least one gift. Acceptance of 
that fact is the beginning point in discovering 
what our gift is. 

The second step is awareness. These 
lists of gifts i h. 
and "'J..-1....:ital!U.oil are not exhaustive but they are 
exemplary. Study the texts. Analyze ways in 
which God has gifted people in the past. 
might not can teach, but you might have the 
gift of helps. You might not can preach, but 
you might have the gift of craftsmanship. 
Expand your mind with the possible gifts with 
which God can endow an individual Christian. 

The third factor is do you 
enjoy doing? What are you good at? What is 

anything for God. 
They spend all their 

time analyzing themselves. We don't have to 
discover our specific gift before we act. 
Rather, as we act in Christian love, as we 
minister to other members of the body of 
Christ, our gift or gifts will become 
increasingly clear to us and to others as we 
act. And as we look back at our past 
ministries in Christ's name we will say, "Oh, 
that is the gift that God has given me to use." 

These steps are not a fail-proof formula. 
However, they are steps which will move us 
in the direction of discovering our spiritual 
gifts. 

The Dedication of the Gifts 

it that hurts you deep down in your soul and After discoveriog our gift, wha should we 
fj"T appeals to you to do something about it. God do? Paul wrote to his young friend Timothy 

doesn't always reveal His will to us in the and said, ' ti up of 
spectacular but sometimes in the very is ... . " (2 Ii . 1: . 

1r:: normal, common sense experience of life That is the challenge that comes to us. 
through the things that to us. God has distributed throughout the church a 

The fourth step is asking. Prayer needs to rich diversity of gifts . He has given these gifts 
t' e a key part of discovering your gift. ames to build u the church, to produce feUowshjp, 

says, " because you an of Christ. e need 
Prayer is our tool for discovering the will to stir up that gift that is within us and 

and purpose of God, and it is vital in it to the service of God. 
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The Gifts of the Spirit 

Now there are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but it 
is the same Holy Spirit who is the source of them all. 5There 
are different kinds of service · in the church, but it is the 
same Lord we are serving. 6There are different ways God 
works in our lives, but it is the same God who does the 
work through all of us. 7 A spiritual gift is given to each of 

as a means of helping the entire church. 
8To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise 

advice; to another he gives the gift of special knowledge. 
9The Spirit gives special f aith to another; and to someone 
else he gives the power to the sick. 

10He gives one person the power to pe,form miracles, 
and to another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone 
else ability to know whether it is really the Spirit of 
God or another spirit that is speaking. Still another per
son is given the ability to speak in unknown languages, 
and another is given the ability to interpret what is being 
said. is the one and only Holy Spirit who distributes 
these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should 
have . 
.... . 24 .. . So God has put the body together in such a way 
that extra honor and care are given to those parts that 
have less dignity. 25This makes for harmony among the 
members, so that all the members care for each other 
equally. I Corinthians 12: 4-11, 24b-25 

I. THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE GIFTS 
--I. Cor. 12:7, Eph. 4: 10, I Peter 4:10, I Cor. 7:7 
1. Gifts have been distributed to every believer. 
2. This rules out self-deprication self-pity. 

II. THE DIVERSITY OF THE GIFTS 
--I Cor. 12:4, 11 
--I Cor. 12-28-30: Nine gifts listed 
--Rom. 12-6-8: Seven gifts listed 
--Eph. 4: 11: Five gifts listed 
--1 Peter 4: 11: Two gifts listed 
1. These lists are not exhaustive, but illustrative. 
2. This rules out self-sufficiency and self-pride. 

III. THE DEMAND OF THE GIFTS 
1. To produce growth in the church 
--1 Cor. 12:7 & 12 
2. To produce unity in the church 
--1 Cor. 12:24b-25 
3. To extend the ministry of the church 

IV. THE DISCOVERY OF THE GIFTS 
l. Acceptance 4. Asking 
2. Awareness 5. Association 
3. Appeal 6. Action 

V. THE DEDICATION OF THE GIFTS 
--II Tim. 1 :6, "Stir up the gift ... within you." 




