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TITLE: Remembering the Lord 

SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-28 

Introduction, 
- -

IS a unique God built into ability to 
think and reason. e II Some bring a ile 
and a warrh feeling; others are go izi n to us. In close 
connection with memory is the tendency to forget. Many times there is a 
conscious reason for our forge tfulness. We don't want to remember 
certain things. Some things we should forget-like those times we have 
been wronged by others. 

There are degrees of forgetfulness that affect all of us. Jesus knew 
this. So when He instituted the Lord's Supper, He told His disciples. 

you eat this bread and drink this wine, remember me" 
(I Cor. l:24-25, para.) . He intended that this become a significant part 
of the worship of those who constituted His church. 

I. Remembering the setting ( Cor. J :23) 
A. 'The Lord Jesus on the he was betrayed took bread'' 

(Rsv). Satan had already entered the heart of Judas. Judas , the 
materialist, the money-grabber, the lover of the things of this world, had 
already crept out of that upper room and into the darkness of the night to 
carry out his deed. The trap was set. The Savior was about to become the 
victim in the hands of evil men. So what did He do, knowing all this? 

B. He went on with His work, carefully attending to every detail of 
the task at hand. He laid out before the disciples the meaningfulness and 
symbolism of the Lord's Supper He was instituting for them and for all 
believers in the ages to come. Here is an incomparable example for all 
believers. slacken pace because there are only a few more 
hours to work? a because of the brevity of time, 's 

i igence carry. task should be all the greater! 
An old farmer, a man of faith and strong Christian character. was 

asked, "What would you do if you knew today would bring the end of the 
world?" Without hesitating a moment, he replied, "'Plow!" And why 
not? Before Jesus ascended back to the Father, He told His followers to 
"occupy till I come" (cf. Luke 19: In other words, "'Be busy about 
the tasks at hand , and ltt me you doing that when I 
,1 

ff 



II. Remembering the symbolism (I Cor. 11 :24-25) 

A. When we come to the Lord's Table , not only should we be 
remembering the setting in which Jesus instituted this memorial supper, 
we also should be remembering the symbolism of what our Lord did that 
night. Some n refer to the Lord ' s Supper as the 
Eucharist. comes from a Greek word meaning 

As Jesus began the acting out of this symbolic drama, He took a 
piece of bread, Go for it, and then broke it before the disciples. 
There, in His open hands, lay the broken piece of bread. 

B. "This is my body, which is broken for you." Jesus said. The 
picture was obvious: as rhe bread was in 
woal Hi e And for whom? ou," He said, as He 
no doubt looked around the table at the disciples. 1s pom was that un ii 

was 1 not ffe tive. As He passed the bread 
among the disciples, He symbolized the sharing of His broken body. 

C. Jesus continued this symbolic representation of His sacrificial 
death when, next, He took one of the cups of wine on the table before 
Him. Holding it up as He had held up the bread, He said: ":i'his cup is 
the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as as you drink it in 
remembrance of me" (v. 2 Rsv). a made a o e to sinful 

If a person would repent of his sins and believe that Jesus 
Christ is God's Son, he would be saved. That was God's covenant of 
salvation. o attest n e a of it , e I 
the loo of. on . IJvl.-

III. Remembering the significance (I Cor. J I : 26) 

A. It is unfortunate that we think of' 'preaching'' only in terms of a 
sermon delivered from a pulpit. i comes at 
in the the and the expressions of those in 
whose hearts the Lord Jesus lives. There are two ways all of God's 
people preach a powerful yet wordless message to the world-through 
the sacred ordinances of baptism and of the Lord' s Supper, which Jesus 
left the church. 

B. Wh en people are baptized, Christ bears witness to their 
conversion experience. They are "actin out" the miracle of the new 
birth-the d at burial of the old life of sin, and the resurrection to 

k in newness of life'' (Rom. 6:4 . Can you imagine the impact left on 
the people of Jerusalem when, in one day, three thousand people were 
baptized to affirm their faith in Jesus Christ? 

C. Likewise, when f ellow believers in the Jesus come together 
to partake of these elements representing the broken body and spilled 
blood of their Lord, they are preaching another sermon. But here a 

in to the recipients of this sermon. Baptism is a sermon· 
for the unsaved; the Lord ' s Supper is a declaration to the ,wers of 
darkness that the Lord's death has vanquished the I Also , the preaching 
contained in the Lord 's Supper sets forth th ope of the church: we 
proclaim the Lord's death "till he comes." 



IV. Remembering the sacredness ( l Cor. 11 : 27 

A. What are we to do to prepare for the Lord's Supper? 
must at us 
t r ugh His death on the cross. 

B. Second, t examine our own an our 
neighbor's-and see if there are unconfessed sins there or sins against 
others which need to be forgiven and rectified. Self-examination and 
heart-searching must always be a part of the Lord's Supper. 

Conclusion. There are four things we must remember when we come to 
the Lord's Supper if the experience is to have the impact God intends for 
it to have in our lives: the setting in which it was instituted , the 
symbolism of its elements , the significance of its purpose, and the respect 
with which we are to approach it. - DLJ 

* * * 

suimer, Lora, before us spread, 
The cup beside the broken bread 

. . . 

The shameful cross, the thorny crown. 

sacrifice was for 
To save us Lord, bore the pain, 
Your i cl fo all to see; 
Your sacrifice has set us free! 




