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another (see vv. 20-22). Not recognizing 
themselves the body of the Lord 
brought serious consequences (see vv. 
27-32). They were being left a form 
without a message. They saw them
selves only as individuals not as parts 
of the body. God's remedy was for them 
to recognize again who they were and 
to "wait for each other" (vv. 20-21). The 
Lord's Supper is to unite, not to divide, 
God's family. 

Idolatry is also opposed by the Lord's 
Supper (see 1 Cor. 10:14-22). "You can
not drink the cup of the Lord and the 
cup of demons, too. You cannot have a 
part in both the Lord's table and the ta
ble of demons" (v. 21, NIV). We are not 
given the option to play both sides. 
Each side is mutually exclusive. We 
must be clearly Christ's. 

The following explicit passage opens 
still further understanding with even 
greater applications for our daily lives: 
"The cup we use in the Lord's Supper 
and for which we give thanks to God: 
when we drink from it, we are sharing 
in the blood of Christ. And the bread we 
break: when we eat it, we are sharing in 
the body of Christ. Because there is the 
one loaf of bread, all of us, though 
many, are one body, for we all share the 
same loaf' (1 Cor. 10:16-17, GNB).2 As 
we break and eat the loaf, we show the 
parallels of participating unitedly in 
the body of Christ, His church. 

Let us look again, in this light, to the 
Lord's Supper for further t ruths and 
applications for our lives: 

For I received from the Lord what I 
also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, 
on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and said, "This is my body, 
which is for you; do this in remem
brance ofme." In the same way, after 
supper he took the cup, saying, "This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood; 
do this, whenever you drink it, in re-

membrance ofme." For whenever you 
eat this bread· and drink this cup, you 
proclaim the Lord's death until he 
comes (1 Cor. 11:23-26, 

The 

The bread was broken in 
tion of Christ's physical suffering on 
the cross. In our observance we often 
stop with this part of the story. The 
Bible does not stop here; therefore, we 
must not. The bread was also given to 
dramatize: "And is not the bread that 
we break a participation in the body of 
Christ? ... we, who are many, are one 
body, for we all partake of the one loaf' 
(1 Cor. 10:16-17, NIV). The term "body 
of Christ" is used here and frequently 
in Scripture as one of the standard 
terms to refer to the church. 

This figure is expanded in 1 Corin
thians 12:12-31 (NIV). "Now you are 
the body of Christ, and each one of you 
is a part ofit" (v. 27). "The body is a unit 
... though all its parts are many, they 
form one body. So it is Christ. For 
we were all baptized by one Spirit into 
one body-whether Jews or Greeks, 
slave or free . . . . Now the body is not 
made up of one part but of many" (vv. 

' 
Uniformity is neither the basis nor 

the goal but unity in diversity under 
the lordship of Christ. "God has ar
ranged the parts in the body, every one 
of them, just as he wanted them to be" 
(v. 18). Some are apostles, prophets, or 
teachers. We are mutually interdepen
dent not independently isolated. 
eye cannot say to the hand, 'I don't 
need you!'" (v. 21). We cannot be indif
ferent about any other Christian. We 
are to be constantly aware of our unity. 
"So that there should be no division in 
the body, but that its parts should have 
equal concern for each other. If one 
part suffers, every part suffers with it ; 
if one part is honored, every part 
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joices with it" Other 
sages continue to develop this theme: 
"For the sake of his body, which is the 
church" (Col. 1:24, NIV). In Ephesians 
4:11-16 (NIV), the leaders in the 
churches are "to prepare God's people 
for works of service so that the body of 
Christ may be built up" (v. 12). Christ is 
the head and we, His body, are joined 
together to grow as each does his part. 

The passage on marriage (see Eph. 
5:23-33, NIV) shows that we should por
tray the relationship of Christ to His 
church, "for we are members of his 
body" (v. 30). In Romans 12 we see that 
"so in Christ we who are many form 
one body, and each member belongs to 
all the others" (v. 5, NIV). By our faith 
(see Heb. 10:39), we are participants 
with the heroes of faith (see Heb. 11) as 
we now carry the baton in the race (see 
Heb. 12:1-2). 

One of Jesus' main concerns in His 
prayer for us in John 17 was that we 
might be one. The loaf in the Lord's 
Supper also these truths to 
us again and agaln lest we forget. 

The cup represented Jesus' pouring out 
His blood on calvary to seal the new 
covenant. To remember only the pour
ing out, even with its great cost, and to 
forget the covenant which was the pur

for the sacrifice would be wrong. 
Jesus left no room for doubt; it was 
"poured out for many for the forgive
ness of sins" (Matt. 26:28, NIV). In the 
"for many" of the Lord's Supper, we 
need to hear the call to evangelism and 
missions. Early believers remembered 
His blood, but they also remembered 
the many facets and applications of the 
new covenant: 

• Being "justified by his blood" 
(Rom. 5:9, NIV). 

• Being "bought" (Acts 20:28, NIV); 
"purchased" (Rev. 5:9, NIV). 
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• redeemed (Eph. 1:7, NIV). 
• Being "near" to God (Eph. 

2:13, NIV). 
They saw practical applications for 

their daily lives. Forgiveness cannot be 
separated from Jesus' blood which 
rifies us from all sin" ( 1 John 1:7, NIV; 
see also Heb. 9: 11-15). Being reminded 
of the Jesus paid to forgive our 

we cannot dabble or play in sin 
(see 1 Pet. 1:17-19). His grace 

is free to us, but it is not cheap. Forgive-
ness costly. 

No place left for either self-depre
cating or self-vaunting hy

We confess that we are sinners, 
saved only by Christ's blood. Knowing 
who we are, the maze of search for self 
and meaning has the walls knocked 
down so that we are free to get on with 
our real purpose in life here. We show 
this as we partake of the cup. 

Death 
Jesus was obedient to death, "even 
death on a cross" (Phil. 2:8, NIV). We 
get with our Catholic friends 
they usually depict Jesus on the cross 
in their art. Do we not often paint the , 
same picture as we bserve the Lord's 
Supper? Jesus alwa ke His 
death and · on 

So did the so must we, 
especially in the drama of the Lord's 
Supper. If we forget, ifwe cut it short, 
we have missed the point of calvary. 

A world of difference exists between 
Jesus' death and a dead Jesus. From 
the first sermon the preached: 
"This man was handed over to you by 
God's set purpose and foreknowledge; 
and you, with the help of wicked men, 
put him to death by nailing him to the 
cross. r · · from the 
dead, freeing him from the agony of 
death, because it was impossible for 
death to keep its hold on him"(Act.s 
2:23-24, NIV). 
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The tone throughout the New Testa
ment is: "Since the children have flesh 
and blood, he too shared in their hu
manity so that by his death he might 
destroy him who holds the power of 
death-that is, the devil-and free 
those who all their lives were held in 
slavery by their fear of death" (Heb. 
2:14-15, NIV). 

We celebrate His victory over hell 
and the grave that makes us free! "Our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, who has destroyed 
death and brought life and immortality 
to light through the gospel" (2 Tim. 
1:10, NIV). Jesus alone holds "the keys 
of death and Hades" (Rev. 1:18, NIV). 

When you were dead in your sins and 
in the uncircumcision of your sinful 
nature, God made you alive with 
Christ. He forgave us all our sins, hav
ing cancelled the written code, with 
its regulations, that was against us 
and that stood opposed to us; he took 
it away, nailing it to the cross. And 
having disarmed the powers and au
thorities, he made a public spectacle 
of them, triumphing over them by the 
cross (Col. 2:13-15, NIV). 
"In fact," Jesus said, "no one can en

ter a strong man's house and carry off 
his possessions unless he first ties up 
the strong man. Then he can rob his 
house" (Mark 3:27, NIV). " 'Now is the 
time for judgment on this world; now 
the prince of this world will be driven 
out. But I, when I am lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men to myself.' He 
said this to show the kind of death he 
was going to die" (John 12:31-33, NIV). 

At Jesus' transfiguration Moses and 
Elijah spoke with Jesus "about his de
parture, which he was about to bring to 
fulfillment at Jerusalem" (Luke 9:28-
31, NIV). For early believers Jesus' 
death was an accomplishment, a total 
victory. That victory is now ours in 
Christ. We show and proclaim this as 
we remember His death in the drama. 
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This change also reflects on our daily 
lives and relationships. Paul said: 
"May I never boast except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
which the world has been crucified to 
me, and I to the world. Neither circum
cision nor uncircumcision means any
thing; what counts is a new creation. 
Peace and mercy to all who follow this 
rule, even to the Israel of God" (Gal. 
6:14-16, NIV). 

But we do not have the option just to 
contemplate and remember Christ's 
death; we have orders to take up our 
own and to follow Him (see 
Luke 9:23-24). Dare we stop remember
ing Jesus' death where God's Word goes 
on? We celebrate His victory as our re
lationships are changed to the world, to 
one another, and to our own selves. 

UntlHeC.... 
Jesus is coming again to judge and to 
reign: 

For the Lord himself will come down 
from heaven, with a loud command, 
with the voice of the archangel and 
with the trumpet call of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first. After 
that, we who are still alive and are 
left will be caught up with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
And so we will be with the Lord forev
er. Therefore, encourage each other 
with these words (1 4:16-18, 
NIV). 

Jesus this hope as a part 
of the drama of the Lord's Supper. His 
resurrection proves our resurrection. 
Many of Jesus' parables made this 
point: Watch and be ready. The Epis
tles emphasized living in readiness. Let 
us also remember this as we partake. 

Me 
How should we remember Jesus? The 
modern practice of a memorial service 
for the dead victims of a war or other 
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tragedy is not the model for the new 
covenant drama. How did early believ

remember "He is not here; 
he is risen" (Matt. NIV). "Were 
not our hearts burning within us while 
he talked with us on the road and 
opened the scriptures to us?" (Luke 
24:32, NIV). "Go and make .. . 
And surely I am with you always. to the 
very end of the age" (Matt. 
NIV). "Don't you know that you your
selves are God's temple and that God's 
Spirit lives in you?" (1 Cor. 3:16, NIV). 

To them God has chosen to make 
known among the Gentiles the glori
ous riches of this mystery, which is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory. We 
proclaim him, admonishing and 
teaching everyone with all wisdom, so 
that we may present everyone perfect 
in Christ. To this end I labor, strug
gling with all his energy, which so 
powerfully works in me (Col. 1:27-29, 
NIV). 

We must remember Christ as He 
wants us to remember Him. We re
member the upper room, Gethsemane, 
and calvary; but we must not stop the 
calendar on that Friday, even as we 
partake of the Lord's Supper. 

God's Word portrays the Lord's Sup
per as a multifaceted dramatization of 
what Jesus did, once and for all, that we 
now might have the fellowship of the 
forgiven. United in Him, we have no 
room for divisiveness, hypocrisy, or 
self-deprecation. We are interdepen
dent in our diversity. As the Head 
leads, the body works together. Belong
ing to Christ, we belong to one another; 
none is ever alone. Celebrating togeth
er now His victory then, His power 
works through us to bring His kingdom 
on earth as it is in heaven. When Heap
pears, our own resurrection is assured; 
and we will be like Him. The first 
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lievers didn't observe, they celebrated 
the Lord's Supper! 

How can we best dramatize this cele
bration? Truth must dictate practice 
not custom determine truth. We need 
to look again for a format which com
municates well with what we want to 
say. Possibly the use of a loaf for either 
the congregation or groups within the 
congregation can demonstrate that 
Jesus gave His body then that we can 
belong to His body now and so to one 
another as we partake of that loaf. Pos
sibly we could pour the juice from a 
pitcher to the cups to show that the 
blood He gave on calvary reaches out to 
cleanse and forgive us of our sins. 

As we come together to partake, let 
us examine ourselves in light of the 
drama. Are our sins forgiven and our 
lives cleansed by His blood? Have we 
been made a part of His new body as 
seen in the local, temporal expression? 
Yes? Then participate; remember, cele
brate, and tell it! No? Then decide to 
yield that Christ can do His miracle in 
your life. After that, tell the world by 
believer's baptism and the Lord's Sup
per. When we have Christ in common, 
we are united for a real communion. 

Much more study, expansion, and 
plication need to be done to understand 
fully the drama. This is but a start. 
That is why we have our Bibles. Let us 
not forget what He wants us to remem
ber as we celebrate. We look to a 
point in history, ahead to His sure 
turn, and allow His work in our lives 

to make us worth something for 
Him in this world. 

'HOLY 1978, 
Bible Society. by quota

marked NIV. 
quotation the the Bible in 

day's New Testament © American 
Bible Society 1966, 1971. 1976. by 
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