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Communion Services 

TITLE: Proclaiming Our Lord's Death 

TEXT: "For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim 
the Lord's death until he comes" (1 Cor. 11:26 RSV). 

READING: First Corinthians 11:23-26 

Introduction. To properly observe the ordinance of the Lord's we need 
a spirit of 1 at the same time an attitude of joyful celebration . To 
memorialize an event as significant as the death of Jesus Christ should fill us with 
a spirit of awe and deepest reverence. To respond to the redemptive purpose in 
that crisis in the life of Christ should cause us to celebrate the greatness of God's 
love for us. Let us seek an attitude of both and celebration as we 
consider this sacred experience tha is before us . 

Paul, quoting the Lord, declares that we are to do this in remembrance of 
our Lord. As we do so, w ar actually proclaiming the fact of His redemptive 
death upon the cross . This we need to do for our own heart's good. This we need 
to do fo the salvation of others. 

Let us consider why we ought to proclaim the death of our Lord as a great 
redemptive act which has significance for all people. 

I. The death of Jesus Christ reveals th awfulness of sin (J Cor. 15:3). 
A. The Scriptures declare that sins were involved in the death of Jesus 

Christ. This may seem to a person of the hears this 
for the first 

B. angel announced to Joseph that the son that was to be born of Mary 
would save His people from their sins (Matt . I :21) . John the Baptist announced 
at the very beginning of the ministry of Jesus, "Behold, the Lamb of God. who 
takes away the sin of the world!" (John I :29 Rsv) . Peter , who had first resisted 
the thought that Jesus must die, later interpreted that death in terms of its sub
stitutionary significance for us . "He himself bore ou sins in his bodv on the 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousnes!i 

C. At the cross , mankind is confronted with th fact that h is a sinner in 
need of God's forgiveness. This is r:roclaimed of the 
Lord's Supper. o , ,, 

II. The death of Jesus reveals the greatness of 1he lovecof sinners 
(John 3:16) . 
Paul declared to the Roman believers, "But love for us in 

that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8 RSV). Only with the 
help of the Holy Spirit can we even comprehend with all saints 
what is the breadth and length and height and depth of the love of which 
revealed in Jesus Christ when He died upon the cross for our 

In an age which dehumanizes the individual · 
we come to Calvary in order to see how great God's love is for us . 
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It was divine love that conceived the plan by which we could be saved. 
It was divine love that brought it down to humanity . 
It was divine love that wrought this salvation for us upon the cross . 
As we partake of the Lord's Supper, we are proclaiming the greatness of 

God ' s love for our own hearts and for the hearts of others. 

III. The death of Jesus reveals the a ost soul. 
In the marketplace of the world the value of a person is oftentimes revealed 

by the price which an employer is willing to pay for his services . In some parts of 
world , human life is considered very cheap 
If you would really know the value of a soul in the eyes of God, you need to 

tarry at Calvary and see the great price that was paid for our redemption. Jesus 
came and gave His life as a ransom to redeem us from the slavery and the 
thralldom of sin. It is here that God placed a price tag upon the worth of the 
individual. 

Do you have difficulty keeping a sense of personal Do you suffer 
;:.-;-- from a sense of se - Then go to Calvary and see the price that God 

placed upon you. 
As we partake of the Lord' s Supper, we proclaim in the death of Jesus 

Christ the value of a lost soul. 

IV. In proclaiming death of Jesus, we announce 
tion (Acts 4: 12). 
There was no other good enough to pay the price of sin . He only could 

unlock the door of Heaven and let us in . 
Our Lord died because the wages of sin is death . Either we must die for our 

own sins or we must accept the perfect s bstitute offered to us in 
Jesus Christ . ,.._,,, 

-
As we partake of the Lord 's Supper, let us realize tha( in this 

proclamation of the death of Christ , we see the only way by which a lost and 
needy world can come to know the love of God and the way of salvation. Let us 
determine out of love for our Lord and out of concern for those about us that we 
will go forth to communicate that fact of God' s love for those who have not yet 
come to experience it in Jesus Christ. 

TITLE: When Jesus Gave Thanks 

TEXT: "And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to 
them, saying, 'Drink of it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins" (Matt. 26:27-28 
RSV). 

SCRIPTURE Matthew 26:26-30 

Introduction. On this most solemn occasion in the life of our Lord, He found it 
possible to be thankful to God . With the agony of the cross in the immediate 
future, He was able to offer thanks. Evidently our Lord had developed the habit 
of giving thanks in the midst of all things and at all times. As we observe the 
ordinance of the Lord's Supper, we have every reason to be very thankful. 




