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THE PURPOSE OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 
1 Corinthians 10:31 

One of the strangest experiences I ever 
had as a pastor happened in Atlanta, 
Georgia about 31 years ago. woman 
handed me a folded piece of paper as she 
left the worship service on Sunday morn
ing and she whispered to me, "When my 
husband dies, I want you to read this at his 
funeral." This is what was written on the 
paper: 

"There was a very cautious man 
Who never romped or played. 

So, what does it mean to glorify God? 
This Greek word translated "to glorify" ap
pears in the New Testament 58 times. It 
means to magnify, to or to exal . 
One of the definitions given in Webster for 
our English word makes the idea even 
clearer. To means "to make, or 

arger o ore beau· 
.' To glorify God, therefore, means to 

make God seem better, larger and more 
beautiful to those around us. That is the 

He never smiled, 
He never laughed, 
Or even kissed a maid . 

, purpose of every Christian life. That is our 
for to make God look good . 

1ch raises a question I want us to 
The day he passed away 
His insurance was denied. 
For since he never lived, 
They claimed he never died." 

consider. Hovv do we do that? How can we 
as Christians make God look better, I er, 
and ore 1tjf11I to thos aroun us? 
How can we glorify Go ? 

That poem describes many people to
day. Many die without ever having lived 

ecause they never wbat they 
iving for. 

That also happens to Christians. We 
have been saved, sealed, and sanctified. 
We have been adopted into the family of 
God and planted in the kingdom of God 
and gifted by the Spirit of God. ut for 
what? What is our purpose as Christians? 
Different answers can be found in the New 
Testament. irst Corinthians 10:31, our 
text for today gives us one of the answers 
to that question: "So whether you eat or 
drink or whatever you do, do it all for the 
glory of God." 

According to this verse, our primary 
purpose in life as Christians is to glorify 
God. That's what we're living for. That is 

By Acknowledging His Son, 
Jesus Christ, as Our Lord 

Paul declared to the Philippians: 
"Therefore God exalted him to the highest 
place and gave him the name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow . . . and 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father" (P.hp 2:9-
11 ). 

Paul's message is clear. When we ac
knowledge Jesus as our Lord, identify our

publicly with him, signal that deci
sion by baptism, turn our lives over to him, 
then we will be glorifying God with our 
lives. We glorify God first of all by acknowl
edging his son, Jesus Christ, as our Lord. 

our purpose. 



By Obeying His Commands 

In 2 Corinthians 9:13, Paul told the Co
rinthians: "men will praise God for the obe
dience that accompanies your confession 
of the gospel of Christ." 

Let me translate that. Paul told the Co
_rinthians, "People will praise God 
they see someone who actually practices 
what he preaches'" Sociologist Erving Goff
man contends that society is nothing more 
than a complex system of con jobs in which 
we try to convince each other that we are 
something we are not. Goffman claims that 

. pride makes con artists of us all. 
Christians are also guilty. In his book, 

The Frog in the Kettle, Christian researcher 
George Barna concludes, "Survey data 
show that most Americans believe that you 
cannot tell a born-again Christian from non

because there is no ·difference in 
the way they live. The only distinction, peo
ple say, is that Christians are more reli
gious, more fanatical, or more closed
minded. There is no widespread sense that 
the religious experience of Christians has 
changed the fabric of our thinking or the 
nature of our life-styles ." 

In other words, the world cannot praise 
God for the obedience that accompanies 
our confession of the gospel of Christ be
cause the don't see that obedien in our 

In Matthew 5:16 Jesus said, "In the 
same way, let your light shine before men, 
that they may see your good deeds and 
praise your Father in heaven." 

at's why it is so important for us to 
translate our theology into the biograph~ of 
our lives. Because the purpose of our lives 
is to glorify God, and one of the ways to do 
that is to obey him. 

By Keeping Ourselves Pure 

In 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, Paul gave this 
admonition: "You are not your own; you 
were bought at a price. Therefore honor 
God with 

Our body belongs to the Lord . There
fore , when we misuse our body we are dis
honoring him. When, on the other hand, we 
keep ourselves pure in an impure world , 
we will bring glory to him. 

Often we don't go far enough in this 
matter of personal purity. One man at 
church repeatedly prayed , "Oh Lord , 
the cobwebs out of my life. " Finally, a teen
age girl interrupted him saying, "No, Lord, 
don't just clean the cobwebs out. Kill the 
spider who makes them." It is not enough 
to confess our sins after they have been 
committed. We must quit going to the 
places, stop hanging around with the peo
ple, and cease filling our mind with the gar
bage that leads to sin. 

When the world sees a person who 
lives a life of purity and who aoes so be
cause he loves the Lord , then God will be 
glorified by that. 

By Offering Our Praise to Him 

Psalm 50:23 says, "Those who bring 
thanksgiving as their sacrifice honor me -
[glorify me]" (NRSV). That's why we ought 
to participate in worship every Sunday. 

why your presence here th is morn
ing is important. We don't gather in worship 
just so we can be fed . We don't gather in 
worship j st so our needs can be met. We 
don't gather in worship just because we 
happen to agree with everything going on 
in the church. We gather in worship to 
honor God. 



When we gather in this place to worship, 
when we sing with a joyful voice, when we 
count our many blessings and see what God 
has done, when we offer praise to him, the Bi

says, then we will glorify God. 

By Giving Liberally to His Work 

In Corinthians 9:13, Paul said of the 
·Christians there, "Men will God . .. for 
your generosity in sharing with them and with 
everyone else." 

Because giving in the church often does 
not keep up with expenditures, the leadership 
of the church attempts to keep the spending 
carefully in line. is a reasonable approach 
to make. But there is another alternative. 

Christians can give more so that we don't 
have to cut back on our spending but can in
stead support all the ministries and missions 
we have projected to do. Christians who are 
not giving anything can begin giving some
thing. Christians who are giving only a token 
amount can decide to give sacrificially. Chris
tians can begin to provide the necessary re
sources to do what God has called us to do. 

And let me tell you why that is a better al
ternative. Not because God needs our money. 
He owns the cattle on a thousand 

re 
. 

so the people of this city who hear 
about it will say, "If the members of that church 
are that excited about God , if they can in
crease their giving in a flat economy, if they 
love their church that much, then God must 
really be doing something in church. " And 
Go will be glorified. • · · 

When we give with such liberality that 
every financial need is covered , the most im
portant result is not that the pastor is pleased 
or that the finance committee is relieved or that 
the skeptics are convinced or that our minis
tries can be carried out. greatest result is 
that God will be glorified. 

By Leading People to 

Remember the experience of Peter and 
Cornelius in Acts 11 . Peter was preaching and 
before the sermon was over, the Holy Spirit 
came and those who were listening responded 
in faith , and they were saved. 

The Bible says in Acts 11 : 18: "When they 
heard this, they had no further objections and 
praised God, saying, 'So then, God has 
granted even the Gentiles repentance unto 
life ."' 

personal witness about 
Jesus with someone who does not know him, 

out those who need to ex-
perience God in their lives, n we invite a 

· d or: ne· r o church , and then on Sun-
day morning we come to th is place and that 
man or that woman or that young person walks 
down this aisle and stands before the church 
to say, "I have decided to be a 

· · 

By Living in Unity With One Another 

In Romans 15:5-6, Paul said: 'May the 
God who gives endurance and encouragement 
give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as 
you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart 
and mouth you may glorify the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

That's why fellowship is so important. 
That's why accepting each other is impor
tant. That's why the recognition that we are 
brothers and sisters in Christ is so important. 
That's why it is so important for us to be of one 
mind and one soul in our commitment to our 
future. Because as we move forward with a 
unity of purpose and commitment, God will be 
glorified. 

We need to remember that we are living at 
this time, i this place, in this as a mem

of this church for one reason: to Ii e in 
such a way as to make God look better, larger, 
more beautiful and more appealing to the 
world . /f\ 
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The Mid-Week Bible Study & Prayer Guide 
JUNE 6, 2001 

The Purpose of the Christian Life 

I Corinthians 10:31 "Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God. " 

Many die without ever having lived be
cause they never discover what they are 
living for. Our primary purpose in life as 
Christians is to glorify God -- to make Him 
look better, larger, and more beautiful to 
those around us. How can we do this? 

I. By Acknowledging His Son, Jesus 
Christ, as Our Lord. 

Philippians 2:9-11 

II. By Obeying His Commandments 
II Corinthians 9:13 
Matthew 5: 16 

• It is important for us to translate 
our theology into the biography of 
our lives. 

Ill. By Keeping Ourselves Pure 
I Corinthians 6:19-20 

IV. By Offering Our Praise to Him 
Psalm 50:23 

V. By Giving Liberally to His Work 
II Corinthians 9:13 

• When we give liberally, the 
greatest result is that God will be 
glorified. 

VI. By Leading People to Christ 
Acts 11 :18 

VII. By Living in Unity With One Another 
Romans 15:5-6 

Our purpose is to live in such a 
way as to make God look better, 
larger, more beautiful, and more 
appealing to the world. 



June 3-7 
-

For children 4 years of age 
through the 6th grade 

Truth Trackers 
Family Fun Nightl 

,, Join us on the 
CLC Playground for 

Hot Dogs 
Music & Awards 

CAKES ARE NEEDED 

FOR THURSDAY 

NIGHT'S 

MUMMY WALK! 

(Bring cakes to the church office.) 

9fome 

Sunday, 10 
in the 

The PraiSingers are on tour this week. They have 
been to Chicago and are on their way back. When 
they return home on Saturday afternoon, they will 
have sung six concerts in churches and retirement 
facilities along the way. 

o/4 

Cost: $9 per youth/adult & $3 per child 
(Children 6th grade and under will be provided for 
in the Christian Life Center and Preschool Area.) 

Tickets available in the church office and 
in your Sunday School department. 

First Baptist Church will 
not be seen "live" Sun
day morning, but will be 
telecast from 4:30pm to 
5:30pm Sunday afternoon. 
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Monday Morning Class 
June 11-August 20 9:00-11 

Monday Evening Class 
!une 18-August 27 

Classes will meet in Room C115 
Workbook Cost: $1 5 

Preschool childcare and children's activities 
provided for morning class. 

OUTREACH NIGHT 

MONDAY, JUNE II 
HALL 

- Light Sandwich Supper 

:3 - Contacts made through 
visits, phone calls, cards 

June 6 
Steve Lancaster 

June 7 
Brenda Collins 
Abel Ewere 
Iris Graddy 
Karen Munns 

June 8 
Bob Fillip 

June 9 
Aaron Bayer 
Ron Bates 
Helen Dever 

June 10 

Hannah Wells 

Ronald Perry 
Alexandria Segoniano 
Diann Whisnand 
Russell Wilson 

Donna Worthington 

Barbara Merrill 
Dennis Riddle 
Jean Slaughter 

Harrison Hambright June Shaw 
Brent Pape Roy Talley 

June 11 
Vicki Aguirre 
Ann Bates 

June 12 
Paul Amyx 
Lindsey Bosma 
Jack Conway 
Jaunita Gary 

Ferrell Dillard 

Jennie Gibbs 
W. Mackey 

April Surber 



Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God. Philippians 4:6 

In Our Prayers 
AGAPE Youth 
Matthew Aldridge 
Edna Barefoot (Marie Gutty's sister) 
Stormy Bearden (CDC child) 
Gina Broom (aunt of Lori Tyler) 
David & Jerry Browder 
Debra Buster 
Nancy Carley 
Marjorie Carlson 
Central High School (Our Adopted School) 
Rudy Cuellar (nephew of Danny Montez) 
Ewere Children Pray for family 
Future Pastor and Family 
Christopher Gardner 
Elaine Garrett 
Eva Henley Ukraine mission trip 
Alice Johnson 
Sharon McGowen (Gale Brown's sister) 
Suzette Menchaca 
Carol Miles 
D. D. Moorehead 
Janice Palmeri (sister of Peggy Jordan) 
Pastor Search Committee 
PraiSingers on choir tour 
Mary Nell Reasoner 

In 
We express our sincere sympathy to these who 
have lost loved ones: 

M H & Ann Raiborn in the death of his 
son-in-law, Edward L. Clay. 

Glenn & Lois Cunningham in the death of 
his mother, Bessie Cunningham. 

Ruth & Robert Taylor in the death of her 
sister, Ora Amick. 

Nolan, Suzy, Eric & Joy Mears in the death 
of Nolan cousin, Ora Amick. 

In the Hospital 
SHANNON HOSPITAL 
438 Frances Graves 
538 Floyd Hillman (uncle of Christine Scott) 

COMMUNITY HOSPITAL 
226 Oveta Higginbotham 
ICU Robbie Watson 

On the Mission Field 
Lyman Alexander, California 
Rhonda Brady-Mobley (Mrs. Kendal P.) , Rhode Island 
Larry Braswell, Eastern South America 
Christie Creswell (Mrs. Michael), Western Europe 
Brett Crimmel, Colorado 
Larry Driggers, West Africa 
Barbara Ertel (Mrs. Don E.), West Virginia 
Mark Fricke, Middle America 
Sherry Gregg (Mrs. Lassiter), Western Pacific 
Geoffrey Hammond, Virginia 
John Herod, Eastern Africa 
Thang Nguyen, United States 
Charles Orange, Eastern Africa 
Corbett Payne, Indiana 
Mary Risinger (Mrs. Shawn), Western Europe 
Connie Robbins, Central & Eastern Europe 
Richard Rolfe, The Caribbean Basin 
Sheri Rowser (Mrs. David), Central & Eastern Europe 
Kellie White (Mrs. Rodney), Eastern Africa 
Darlene Williams (Mrs. Charles), Western Pacific 
RETIRED: LaVerne Flournoy (Mrs. H. Marshall), 

Brazil Caribbean 
Dorothy Godsoe (Mrs. James E.), Washington 
Carlos Owens, Eastern & Southern Africa 
J. W. H. Richardson, West Africa 
Allen Smith, Eastern Southern Africa 
Peggy Stouffer (Mrs. Paul), Brazil Caribbean 



Jerold McBride 

To: Cindy Pfluger 
Subject: Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

THE PURPOSE OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 

I Corinthians 10: 31 "Whether, then you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God." 

Many die without ever having lived because they never discover what they are living for. 
Our primary purpose in life as Christians is to glorify God--to make Him look better, larger, 
and more beautiful to those around us. How can we do this? 

I. By Acknowledging His Son, Jesus Christ, as Our Lord 
>Philippians 2:9-11 

II. By Obeying His Commandments 
>II Car. 9: 13 
>Matt. 5:16 
>>It is important for us to translate our theology into the biography of our lives. 

Ill. By Keeping Ourselves Pure 
>I Car. 6:19-20 

IV. By Offering Our Praise to Him 
>Psalm 50:23 

V. By Giving Liberally to His Work 
>II Car. 9: 13 
>>When we give liberally, the greatest result is that God will be glorified. 

VI. By Leading People to Christ 
>Acts. 11 : 18 

VII. By Living in Unity With One Another 
>Rom. 15:5-6 

Our purpose is to live in such a way as to make God look better, 
larger, more beautiful and more appealing to the world 




