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I Corinthians 1: 18 (NASB) 

18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to 
those are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved ,t 1s the power of God. 

WHEN I SURVEY WONDROUS CROSS 
Corinthians 1: 8 
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Young Isaac was born on July 17, 1674, 
at Southampton, England. The eldest of 
nine children, Isaac at an early age 

,developed a genius for verse making. In 
fact, he made so many rhymes his father 
felt he needed to have this interest 
curbed so he could become more well 
rounded. The father even threatened to 
punish Isaac if he did not discontinue this 
practice. Even then, the young man's 
rhyming habit came into play. As he was 
being punished, young Isaac exclaimed: 

"Oh, father do some mercy take, 
And I will no more verses make." 
Yet, he did continue to make verses, 

and today many of Isaac Watt's poems 
are sung as hymns in churches all around 
the world. "O God, Our Help in Ages 
Past," "Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed!" 
"Joy to the World." And my favorite, 
"When I Survey the Wondrous Cross." 
This incomparable hymn reminds us that 
at the center of our faith is a cross. 

What does the cross mean? Let's start 
with that question. 

What did the cross mean for Jesus? 
We have sanitized the cross in our 

day and gold plated it so thal it has 
become an attractive piece of jewelry to 

wear around our necks and a convenient 
piece of architecture to distinguish our 
buildings. But the cross was neither 
sanitized nor gold plated in Jesus' 
experience. 

The for cros 
ri ht ale or stake." The word reminds 

us that in the earlier days, the cross was 
simply a sharp stake sticking out of the 
ground on which body criminal 
was impaled. Scholars are not certain 
when a crossbeam was added to the 
simple stake. Jeremiah's description of 
princes being ' up their 
(Lam. : by the Baylonians may refer 
to the use of a crossbeam. 

The Persians continued the practice of 
impalement. Only gradually did the cross 
become something on which a person 
was hung instead of something on which 
a person was impaled. 

The Greeks used the cross as a tool 
of execution as did the Romans. From the 
early days of the Roman Empire, death 
on the cross was used for rebellious 
slaves and bandits. 

Those sentenced to death on a cross 
in the Roman period were usually beaten 
with leather lashes first, and the result 
was a severe loss of blood. 

The victim was forced to carry the 
crossbeam to the site of the crucifixion . 
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He was fastened to the crossbeam with 
either a rope or nails and then his feet 
were nailed to the cross. At least one 
archaeological discovery suggests that 
the knees were bent up side-by-side 
parallel to the crossbeam and the nail 
was then driven through the side of the 
ankles. 

Death by suffocation or exhaustion 
usually followed only after a long period of 
agonizing 

Whatever you do, don't sanitize and 
gold-plate the cross. It was not a pretty 
sight. It was a place of .e,wJland syfferjng. 
It was a place of and 
shame. It was a place of death. 

But Jesus felt more 
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But the cross was more than a place 
of for Jesus. It was also a place of 
purpose. Amazingly, as we survey the 
wondrous cross on which the prince of 
glory died, we discover that rather than 
being a helpless victim, Jesus was 
actually orchestrating the events Himself 
until finally, after everything was done that 
needed to be done, Jesus cried out 
a loud voice, a triumphant voice It 
fl " (John 19:30) Not "I am finis 
but "It is finished." 

What did Jesus mean by that? 
He was reminding us that the cross 

was not just something we did to Him but 
also something He did for us. 

He was 
telling us that than physical pain on 

the cross. He felt the 
psychic pain of carrying 
the weight of the world 's 

and the spiritual 

Whatever you do, don't sanitize and gold-plate the 
cross. It was not a pretty sight. It was a place of 
pain and suffering. It was a place of 
embarrassment and shame. It was a place of 
death. 

the cross is not 
just a place of 
death. it is also 
a place 

pain of feeling 
seoarated 

The physical pain was revealed by the 
physical blood which flowed from Jesus' 
body as He hung on the cross. 

The psychic pain was demonstrated in 
the blood like sweat which poured from 
Jesus' body in Gethsemane's garden as 
He contemplated the cross. 

The spiritual pain was reflected in 
Jesus poignant cry from the cross: " 

wb¥ have you forsaken 
me?" (Matt. 27:46) 

The ancient world was not restricted 
from the use of cruel and unusual 
punishment as we supposedly are in our 
modern world . Instead, the cross as a 
tool for the most tortuous, death 
through which a person could go. And 
Jesus endured that torture and bore that 
pain when He died on the cross. 

Jesus, as 
had thousands 

before and after, went to the cross to die. 
But because He · there, we can now 
go to the cross to live. 

What does the cross mean for us? 
When turn to the New Testament 

to find an answer to that question we 
discover not a answeT but a 
number of different answers. These first 
century writers arena of life 
in their search for analogies which would 
help them understand the cross. 

They went to the slave market and 
said, "Just as a buyer pays the price to 
redeem a slave and set him free, Jesus 
paid the price t redeem us and set us 
free." 
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They went to the law court and said, 
"Just as a lawyer presents a convincing 
case and the judge pronounces the 
defendant not guilty, Jesus is our 
Advocate before the Father who makes a 
case for our defense and wins from the 
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They went to the realm of ritual 
religion and said , "Just as we use this 
water to make ourselves ceremonia lly 
clean , Jesus becomes the water of life 
which makes us spiritually clean." 

They went to the arena of human 
eternal judge a ,· 
guilty rendering ." 

relations and said , 
"Just as two parties 
are sometimes 
estranged from each 
other until an 
negot i ates a 

They went to the 
battle field and 
said, "Just as a 
general wins the 
victory over the 

These first century writers invaded every 
arena of life in their search for analogies 
which would help them understand the cross. 

enemy and brings home the captives , 
Jesus is the great Warrior of God who 
defeated the forces which control us and 
brings us home to be with God." 

They went to the and said , 
"Just as the lamb is offered annually as a 
sacrifice for the sins of the people, Jesus, 
the lamb, is offered once for all as 
a sacrifice for the sins of the world. 

They went to the graveyard and said , 
"Like those people we were dead in our 
trespasses and sins, but Jesus won the 
victory over death and provides for us a 
new life which is eternal. " 

They went to the marketplace and 
said, "Just as a person who holds a note 
on someone else tears the note up and 
forgives the debt, so Jesus on the cross 
took care of our debt so that God can 
forgive us." 

They went to the fielas and said , "Just 
as a branch grafted on a vital tree is given 
new life, so Jesus has grafted us onto the 
tree of life." 

They went to the home and said , "Just 
as a person can adopt a child and that 
child can become a part of his family , so 
God has adopted us and made us a part 
of His forever family. " 

so we 
who have been estranged from God 
because of our sins are econciled to God 
through Jesus Christ. " 

Today, we might go the arena of 
professional sports and say, "Just as a 
person is drafted and becomes a part of 
a championship team, so Jesus has 
drafted us and made us a part of His 
team." 

Or we might go to the world of the 
computer and say, "Just as knowing the 
password will give us access to a certain 
data bank, so Jesus has given us the 
password that gives us access to the 
eternal riches of God ." 

These are all analogies , each of which 
has limitations, each of which can be 
distorted, each of which attempts to 
present the consequences of what Jesus 
did that day on the cross. 

Let me summarize as simply as I can 
what all of these analogies are trying to 
communicate. 

We had something wrong with us we 
could never fix. And Jesus fixed it. 

We had a burden of guilt on our 
shoulders we could never lift. And Jesus 
took it away. 

We had a big inside of us we 
could never fill. And Jesus filled it. 
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We were separated from God by a 
C,-asm we could never cross. And Jesus 
built a bridge over it. 

However you picture it, the truth of our 
text remains true: of the 

is foolishness to tbose who are 
ut to us who are being aved 

it is the power of God' (1 Cor 1: 18). 
So how should we respond? 

answer was given in the Isaac Watt's 
famous hymn: 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

For a great Savior who endured a 
great suffering so He could offer us 
great salvation, the only acceptable 
response is a 

l""he archbishop of Paris stood in the 
pulpit of Notre Dame Cathedral to preach. 
He began his message with a story about 
three young men -- crude, irreligious, 
cynical -who thought religion was a joke. 
Two of them dared the third to go into the 
confessional and make up 
a terrible sin to confess to 
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"Every confession requires a penance, 
and this will be yours. I want you to go 
into the chapel, stand before the Crucifix, 
look into the face of the crucified Christ 
and say, this you did for me, and I 

care."' 
The young man swaggered out of the 

confessional to collect the bet, but his 
friends insisted that he carry out the 
penance before they paid him his money. 
So he strutted into the chapel, walked up 
to the crucifix, looked into the face of 
Christ, and began, "All this you did for me 
and I ..... " He couldn't say it. He tried 
again, but he could complete the 
sentence. The words would not come. 

Instead of ridiculing the crucified 
Christ, this young man was touched by 
Him, and that painful confrontation with 
Christ was the beginning of a change in 
that young man's life which eventually led 

from irreligion and cynicism into the 
priesthood. 

At that point in the sermon, the 
archbishop leaned over the pulpit and 
explained, "That young man is the man 
who stands before you this morning to 
preach." 

essage 
the priest. Bet him he 
wouldn't do it. So of 
course he did. 

He entered the 

For a great Savior who endured a great 
suffering so He could offer us a great 
salvation, the only acceptable response is a 
great surrender. 

he cross is 
foolishness to 
hose who are 

perishing, but 
to us who are 
being saved it 

confessional and made up 
this long, convoluted tale 
of immorality and murder. He thought he 
had fooled the priest, but the priest had 
been around long enough to figure out 
what the young man was doing. He 
listened to the entire confession and then 
gave this response: 

power of God" (1 Cor 1: 18). 
When you survey the wondrous cross 

on which the prince of glory died , what do 
you see? More important, how do you 
respggd? 
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When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross 

I Corinthians 1: 18 (NASB) 

18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 

I. What Does the Cross Mean for Jesus? 
1. Physical Pain His blood 
2. Psychic Pain His Sweat 
3. Spiritual Pain His Cry 

> "It is finished" (John 19:30), not "I am finished". 

What did Jesus mean by that? . 
The cross was not just something we did to 
Him, but also someething He did for us. 

II. What Does the Cross Mean For Us? 
I . Slave Market = Jesus redeemed us. 
2. Law Court= Jesus is our advocate. 
3. Battle Field= Jesus defeated the forces which 

control us. 
4. Temple = Jesus is the sacrifice for our sins. 
5. Graveyard= Jesus provides eternal life. 
6. Marketplace = Jesus paid our debt to God. 
7. Fields= Jesus grafted us onto the Tree of Life. 
8. Home = Jesus has adopted us. 
9. Ritual Religion= Jesus is the Water of Life. 
10. Human Relations= Jesus reconciled us to God. 
11. Sports = Jesus has drafted us. 
12. Computers= Jesus has given us the password 

to the riches of God. 

> We had something wrong with us we could never fix 
and Jesus fixed it! 

III. How Should We Respond? 

"Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all." 

Senior Adult Trip to Granbury, Aug. 7-8 
Larry Shotwell will host the trip to see "My Fair 
Lady". The cost of $70 per person includes 
transportation, motel, and show ticket. Deadline to 
call 655-4101 is July 1. The group is limited to 30 
people, and will be opened to non-FBC members 
after June 21, SO RESERVE NOW/ I 

! 
** High Attendance Day in Sunday School 

> Special gifts for departments with high

est percentage of enrollment present 

> Gifts for everyone present in Sunday 

School 

** AM Worship to at 10:15AM 

** Sermon by Grant Teaff 

** Unique groundbreaking ceremony 

** Recognition of members from 1927-28 

** PraiSingers Annual concert in Evening 
Worship hour. 

Telephone Blitz on 
June 13 

Sunday School departments and classes 
will do a telephone blitz beginning at 10 
AM on Saturday, June 13. They will use 
this approach to encourage attendance on 
June 14, so don't be surprised when you 
get a telephone call. 

Counselor Training Set June 16 
for "Heaven's Gate, 

Hell's Flame" 
Training is scheduled for Tuesday, June 16, 7:00 PM, 
at Southland Baptist Church. Counselors will be 
needed for those who respond to the invitation follow
ing the drama, June 28-30, at the San Angelo Coli
seum. Persons who served as counselors at 48 HOURS 
WITH RODNEY GAGE should also come to the 
training, since the follow-up materials will be differ
ent. This drama is sponsored by the Concho Valley 
Baptist Association. 

Next Work Day June 
pm 

Lunch Provided 



Hilton (Ron) Bates, Jr. Barbara Merrill 
Aaron Bayer Dennis Riddle 
Helen Dever Jean Slaughter 

June 10 
Brent Pape Roy Talley, Jr. 
June Shaw 

June 11 
Vicki Aguirre Johnnye L. Clay 
Ann Bates 

June 12 
PaulAmyx Jennie Gibbs 
Jack Conway J. W. Mackey 
Juanita Gary April Surber 

June 13 
Amanda Bayer Michell Ponder 
Brenda Conway Marta Tumey 
Jim Light Mozelle Vandever 

June 14 
Tracy Farmer Rob Young 

Constance Anthony (Mrs. John), Israel 
Robert Bade, Germany 
Mary Carpenter (Mrs. J. David), CSI West 
V. Richatd Carter, Argentina 
Erin Milligan, Israel 
M. Geraldine Odom, Taiwan 
Michael Osment, Taiwan 
H. Michael Owen, Sr., Guatemala 

Retired: 
Eugene Bragg, MI 
Grace Colson (Mrs. Virgil), Liberia 
Ida Davis, Mrs. Robert, Jr.), Singapore 
Hunter Hammett, Taiwan 
Margaret Nyberg,(Mrs. Bob), CO 
Bob Tremaine, CA 

Sincere sympathy is extended to those who have lost 
loved ones: 

. Ron Gloria McCauley, in the loss of bis 
r; Mark & Melanie, their grandfather; 

in the loss husband, 
Joseph Huffman; 

in the loss o ister, Dorothy J. 
Smith. 

. :sp1agg111s 

AGAPE Youth 
Fred & La Verne Ball 
Madeline Barrows 
Evelyn Basden 
Nat & Elaine Bettis 
James Bicken 
A.D. Brown (Father-Alan Brown) 
Houston & Evelyn Burk (Shirley Heyman's brother 

and sister-in-law) 
Keith Butler 
Iamo Chandler 
Celestia Connell 
Rudy Cueller (Danny & Janelle Montez's nephew) 
Christine Davis (Sister-Robert & Modelle Thurman) 
Hayden Davis (brother-Joy Strother) 
Rebecca Elliott 
Roseann Fuson 
John Hancock 
James & Shirley Heyman 
Thelma Holloway 
Bo Hunt 
Emily Irwin 
Larry and Joy Johnson 
Margaret & Stanley Jordan 
Dorothy Kenley 
Ray Kotrla 
Violet Laughlin 
Dale & Kimberly Ledbetter 
J. D. and Melba Lock 
Steve & Debbie McCord 
Ed McDonald 
Edra Mercer (mother-Karen Clemons, Sweeney, TX) 
Charles and Leora Middlekauf 
Erin Mills 
Mission San Angelo 
D.D. & Jane Moorehead 
National, State, County & City Officials 
Brandon Oaks and family 
Janice Palmeri (sister-Peggy Jordan) 
Nancy Patterson 
Roy Pearson 
Bill Perry 
Sissy Phillips 
Mary Nell Reasoner 
James Sain (friend- Lesa Wright) 
Cindy & Frank Semmelmann (daughter-Ruth 

Keeney) 
Marvin Spiker (Father-Judy Farris) 
David and Janey Thompson 
Un-named person in Brownwood 
VISION2000 
Elaine Wakefield's mother in Arkansas 
Squirrel Williams 
Sandra Witte (cousin-Vicky Gray) 
PRAYER LINE REQUESTS 
Marvin & Denise 
Raymond Stewart 

_ . Richard Villarreal job) 
"Susie" (diabetic) 




